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King to perform Al Umra, meet Saudi King 

AIRMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty Kins Hussein is due 
to travel to Saudi Arabia over the weekend i v perform 
Al (Jmra (Lesser pilgrimage » in Mecca and to meet 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia and senior Saudi leaders 
including the Saudi Crown Prince. The Kino is 
expected to be accompanied on the visit by a number 
of Royal family members. Prime Miniver Abdul 
Salam Majali, Chief of the Royal Coun Awn Khu- 
sawneb and 0 number of advisere. 
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3 Palestinians, one Israeli injured in brawl 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Three Palestinians 
and one Israeli religious seminary student were lightly 
injured Sunday in a fisl-fighi in Jerusalem s Old City, 
police said. All four were taken to local hospitals and 
expected to be released shortly, they said. The violence 
brake out after a fierce argument when Palestinians 
blocked the path of a group of Jewish seminary students 
walking near Damascus Gate, the students told police. 
Israel occupied Arab east Jerusalem in 1967, saying it 
was pan of the country's ’‘eternal capital" but the Pales- 
tinians consider the city the capital of their future state. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


8, including Iraqi DCM, 
murdered in Al Rabbia 



Government denounces ‘ heinous crime,' stresses it ‘ will not 
allow its territories to be a springboard for settling disputes' 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Six Iraqis, 
including the Iraqi 
embassy's deputy chief of 
mission and two Egyptians 
were slabbed to death in 
Amman late on Saturday, 
officials said on Sunday. 

A Greek woman identi- 
fied as Anastasia Diousios 
Lidaki, 37, was the only 
survivor of the grizzly mur- 
der rn which between three 
to five masked men, speak- 
ing with an Iraqi accent, slit 
the throats of their victims, 
they added. 

Iraqi deputy chief of mis- 
sion and Charges d‘ Affaires 
Hikmat Abdul Razaq Al 
Hajo and his Egyptian wife 
Laila were killed at the 
house of Sami Thomas 
George, a 62-year-old 
wealthy Iraqi businessman. 
in the affluent Rabbia area. 

A spokesman of the gov- 
ernment denounced the 
attack and described it as a 
‘heinous crime.” 

“The government 

received the news of the 
murder with shock and sor- 
row," said Minister of State 
for Information Affairs 
Samir Mutawi. 

“The government 


Hikmet Al-Hajo, deputy chief of mission at the Iraqi 
embassy in Amman, who was stabbed to death along 
with seven others including his wife Saturday evening 
(Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


denounces such barbaric 
acts... and stresses that 
those behind the attack will 
be refereed to court,” Dr. 
Mutwi said. 

“Jordan will not allow its 
territories to be a spring- 
board for settling disputes 
whatever the reasons were,” 
the minister added. 


The attackers. using 
knives, slabbed to death 
George and Iraqi business- 
men Namir Shaker Ouji. 
Sadeq Siddiq Salim and a 
fourth who was not identi- 
fied. The bodies of the 
host’s Egyptian guards, 
Mohammad Hindawi and 
Shahbour. were found in 


the basement of the two- 
story villa. 

The motive of the slay- 
ings. that appears to have 
been carried out by profes- 
sional hit men. was unclear. 
No suspects were arrested 
so far, security officials 
said. 

An Iraqi embassy 
spokesman in Amman said 
the crime was politically 
motivated. Baghdad was 
the first to break the news 
of the slayings. 

Bui the Associated Press 
quoted security officials as 
saying they believed 
George may have been the 
target of the killers and that 
the motive could have been 
linked to internal Iraqi 
feuding. 

AP said George, a mem- 
ber of the Assyrian Christ- 
ian minority in Iraq, is 
believed to have run busi- 
nesses for Iraqi leader Sad- 
dam Hussein and his eldest 
son Uday for the past 
decade or so. 

He has lived in Jordan for 
the past several years. 

It was the second attack 
involving an Iraqi diplomat 
in Jordon in less than two 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq releases all Jordanian prisoners 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein on Sunday 
ordered the release of all Jor- 
danian prisoners in Iraq, the 
Iraqi News Agency (1NA) 
said 

“President Saddam Hussein 
decided thar all Jordanian pris- 
oners be freed immediately... 
whatever their sentences," the 
agency said. 

Minister of State for Infor- 
mation Affairs Samir Mutawi 
told the Jordan Times last 
night that the government had 


no information available on 
the Iraqi decision and could 
not tlierefore comment on it 

“Until this moment we have 
not been informed about the 
Iraqi decision,” said . Dr. 
Mutawi. "We cannot com- 
ment on it before we receive 
an official notification from 
the Iraqi side." 

“But in principle the King- 
dom welcomes any decision 
by any government to release 
Jordanian prisoners from its 
jails." said Dr. Mutawi. 

The INA said that Presi- 
dent Saddam made the deci- 
sion after meeting former 


Islamist Deputy Leith 
Shbeilat in Baghdad. 

President Saddam also 
onJered a “halt to all legal pro- 
ceedings against all Jordani- 
ans" held on various charges. 

The problem of Jordanian 
prisoners in Iraq, a thorny 
issue in the relations between 
the two countries, was dis- 
cussed between the two coun- 
tries' interior ministers earlier 
this month. 

Minister of Interior Nathir 
Rashid met with his Iraqi 
counterpart Mohammad 
Zmam Abdul Razaq in 
Amman earlier this month 


and agreed to hold further 
talks after Ramadan. 

Mr. Rashid told the Jordan 
Tunes at that time that Mr 
Abdul Razaq had handed him 
a file containing the names of 
63 Jordanian prisoners. 

The issue of Jordanian pris- 
oners in Iraq surfaced after 
Iraq executed four Jordanians 
in Baghdad on Dec. 8 for 
smuggling car spare pans. 

The Iraqi move prompted a 
strong reaction From Jordan 
which recalled its charge d'af- 
faires in Baghdad, Adil Swei- 
dan. and expelled seven Iraqi 
diplomats. 


U.S. rejects Iraq’s ultimatum on UNSCOM 
inspections, threatens use of military force 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States dis- 
missed Sunday an ultima- 
tum from Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein on the lift- 
ing of a crippling U.N. 
embargo on his country, 
insisting that he must first 
comply* with U.N. weapons 
inspections. 

"First of all it is not up to 
Saddam Hussein to be 
offering this kind of ultima- 
tum,” said U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright. 

“What has happened here 
as you well know is the 
international community 
put on the toughest sanc- 
tions in the history of the 
world after he had invaded 
a small country next to him. 
Kuwait. 

“We have managed to 
maintain those sanctions 
for seven years and they 
will stay on until Saddam 
Hussein carries out his 
obligations, which is to 
come clean on the weapons 
of mass destruction." 

Mr. Hussein threatened 
Saturday to give U.N. arms 
inspectors a six-month ulti- 
matum to leave Baghdad. 

In an interview with NBC 
Television. Ms. Albright 
said Mr. Hussein had “dug 
his hole deeper” but that 
Washington would continue 


its diplomatic offensive to 
resolve the crisis before 
considering the military 
option. 

“While the threat of mili- 
tary force is there, and there 
are those who think we 
should use it now, I think it 
is very important for us to 
pursue the course we are 
on ” she said. “The interna- 
tional community has come 
together in a very strong 
way again to' make clear 
that Saddam Hussein has to 
fulfil his obligations. Bui 
the use of military force is 
an option and we have 
made that very clear.” 

In the standoff over 
weapons inspections she 

said Mr. Hussein had 
brought the international 
community closer together 
in condemnation of Iraq. 

“Every time he has tried 
to divide the international 
community he has actually 
brought us closer together 
and those of the countries 
that believe that they can 
defend Saddam Hussein are 
finding it harder and hard- 
er.” 

Iraq sparked the larest 
confrontation over U.N. 
weapons inspections by 
barring former U.S. marine 
Scott Ritter from leading 
arms inspections last week. 


U.N. inspectors are charged 
with verifying whether Iraq 
has eliminated its weapons 
of mass destruction before 
the embargo imposed dur- 
ing the 1991 Gulf war can 
be lifted. 

The chief of the U.N. 
Special Commission 

t UNSCOM) for disarming 
Iraq. Richard Butler, is due 
in Baghdad Monday to dis- 
cuss the latest episode in a 
standoff over inspections 
that dates back to the expul- 
sion for a week of all U.N. 
inspectors by Iraq Iasi year. 

In an interview with CBS 
Television Sunday he said 
that “the basic job at hand 
here is disarmament. That's 
the only way out of this 
box. 

“And the only way we’ll 
get that job done well and 
quickly is if Iraq stops non- 
compliance and cooperates 
with us.” 

U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations Bill 
R ichardson asserted that 
there was a “build-up of 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion” in Iraq and that “there 
is hardly any prospect that 
sanctions are going to be 
lifted.” 

He said on Fox Telev ision 
that Baghdad should “let 
the sunshine in. let there be 


full access to all sites." 

He dismissed the Iraqi 
leader's ultimatum as 
“provocative and belliger- 
ent” 

However Nizar Ham- 
doon. Iraq’s ambassador to 
the United Nations, said 
Iraq had given up on “all 
our weapons of mass 
destruction” programmes. 

“We are trying to end the 
sanctions that are killing 
the people.” he said. “We 
are in the seventh year [of 
sanctions] with over 5.000 
Iraqi kids dying every 
month.” 

He dismissed reports of 
chemical and biological 
experiments on human 
guinea pigs. 

“That’s not true, 1 will 
deny that categorically,” he 
(old NBC Television. 

London's Sunday Tunes 
reported that dozens of 
Iranian prisoners of war 
were believed to have died 
in biological weapons test- 
ing. 

the paper said evidence 
suggested that tests on 
human beings began in the 
1980s during Iraq’s eight- 
year war with Iran. Ms. 
Albright said she had no 
evidence of Iraqi experi- 
ments tin humans. 


Jordan awaits implementation of Oslo accords, 
rejects Israel’s security maps — Crown Prince 


By Alia A. Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan has reaffirmed Jor- 
dan's “unwavering posi- 
tion” of non-interference in 
Palest inian-lsraeii negotia- 
tions, while stressing Jor- 
dan's continued support for 
the Palestinians and their 
efforts to regain their 
rights. 

Prince Hassan said that 
even though the Kingdom 
does have an interest in cer- 
tain Palestiniun-Isrueli final 
status issues such as 
refugees and water, it plays 
no role in other purely 
bilateral matters between 
the two parties, such as 
security. 

In response to questions 
raised by journalists after 
he hosted an iftar for them 
Saturday, the Crown Prince 
also reiterated Jordan's 
rejection of “security” 
maps proposed by Israeli 
Minister of Infrastructure 
Ariel Sharon. 

Prince Hassan said Israel 
will continue to put forth its 
own proposals, but Jordan’s 
position on these issues is 
clear as it awaits the imple- 
mentation of the Oslo 
accords, including the sec- 
ond and third redeployment 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan talks candidly to members of the press Satur- 
day on Jordan's position concerning recent developments during an iftar banquet he 
held in their honour (Photo by Boghos) 


of Israeli * troops from 
Palestinian areas. 

In addition. Jordan will 
not be responsible for the 
consequences resulting 
from any Israeli unilateral 
move, the Crown Prince 
said. 

Asked about a possible 
Jordanian initiative to 


revive the faltering peace 
talks. Prince Hassan said 
“there is an attempt to con- 
solidate a Jordanian -Pales- 
tinian dialogue and to 
strengthen coordination in 
this phase.” 

But. he continued, "we do 
not want to talk about polit- 
ical initiatives at this 


stage" pointing out that 
there is a clear American 
interest in putting the talks 
back on track. 

Responding to a question 
on a statement made by 
Israeli Labour Party mem- 
ber of Knesset Haim 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat threatens to restart intifada; U.S. 


asks PNA to crack down on terrorism 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT 
Yasser Arafat threatened to 
launch a new intifada 
(uprising) Sunday if the 
deadlock in the peace 
process was not resolved. 

“We are ready to return to 
where we left off and 
restart the seven years of 
intifada.” President Arafat 
said at a commemorative 
rally here. 

“We want a peace of the 
brave and not a peace of the 
weak,” the Palestinian 
leader said just four days 
before meeting U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton in Wash- 
ington. 

“We want a Palestinian 
peace that will lead to a 
state with Jerusalem as its 
capital and noL the peace of 
Benyamin Netanyahu.” he 
said. 

Mr. Clinton is due to hold 
separate meetings with Mr. 
Netanyahu on Tuesday and 


Israeli cabinet delays decision on troop 
pullback until after Washington talks 


TEL AVIV t AFP) — Israel, confident that 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu will face no pressure in his 
meeting with U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
refused* once more on Sunday to decide 
the extent of a West Bank troop with- 
drawal. 

Mr. Netanyahu's cabinet announced it 
would only decide the size of the pullback 
at an unspecified date following Mr. 
Netanyahu’s return to Israel two days 
after his Tuesday meeting with Mr. Clin- 
ton in Washington. 

It said it would approve a “maximum 


size [for the pullback] which does not 
harm Israeli national interests and which 
will be implemented only if the Palestini- 
ans respect their commitments.” 

Mr. Netanyahu defended his govern- 
ment’s decision Sunday before his talks 
with Mr. Clinton. 

“If we outlined a number there’s no 
doubt the Palestinians and Americans 
would immediately react and it wouldn't 
serve the goal I have.” Mr. Netanyahu told 
Israel 

(Continued on page 7) 


President Arafat on Thurs- 
day to bid to rescue the 
deadlocked peace process. 

The negotiations have 
broken down over Israel’s 
unwillingness to give in to 
U.S. pressure fora “signifi- 
cant and credible” troop 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank and a “time-out" in 


settlements in the occupied 
territories. 

Meanwhile, U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright on Sunday urged 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat to make “a 100 
per cent effort” to combat 
terrorism in the Middle 
East. 


sion ahead of President 
Clinton's meetings with 
Mr. Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
this week, she said progress 
in the peace process 
“means that Chairman 
Arafat has to have a 
100 per cent effort in 


the construction of Jewish 


Speaking on NBC Televi- (Continued on page 7) 


EU ministers 
due in Algeria 
today 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Euro- 
pean Union (EU) ministers 
are to visit Algeria today in 
their first fact-finding mis- 
sion. a move intended to 
see how Europe can help 
end six years of violence in 
the north African state. 

British Junior Foreign 
Minister Derek Faichert. 
Austria's Deputy Foreign 
Minister Benila Ferrero- 
Waldner and their Luxem- 
bourg counterpan Georges 
Wohlfart will arrive in 
Algiers Monday afternoon, 
accompanied by European 
Commission Vice Presi- 
dent Manuel Marin. 

Algeria had earlier 
opposed as “too modest” 
the EU's prestious idea of 
sending lower-ranking offi- 
cials. 

“Whatever the solution 
will be, it is good that the 
European Union renews 
dialogue wiih Algeria,” Mr. 
Marin said in an interview 
published Sunday in his 

(Continued on page 7) 


Prince Hassan calls on reporters to 
assume responsible professional role 

4 Enshrined in Constitution, freedom of speech could 
only be guarded by competent performance of media' 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan has stressed the 
importance of media insti- 
tutions in encouraging con- 
structive dialogue among 
all sectors of the coramuni- 
ty. 

During an iftar banquet 
he hosted for media profes- 
sionals on Saturday 
evening, the Prince urged 
journalists to assume a 
more responsible role in 
the execution of their pro- 
fession. since, by doing so, 
they enhance the impor- 
tance of press freedom as a 
basis for the progress of 
democracy. 

The Crown Prince called 
on representatives of the 
stare and private media to 
aim to be more responsible 
and objective by conveying 


the truth arid criticising in a 
constructive manner. 

Freedom of speech is 
enshrined in the Constitu- 
tion and it could only be 
guarded and furthered by 
competent performance 
based on true awareness 
and realisation of the 
responsibility that comes 
with it. he said. 

He insisted that media 
people should be aware of 
the enormity of that 
responsibility, and should 
take the initiative to protect 
it by devising a code of 
honour that is based on 
credibility, integrity, objec- 
tivity, precision and the 
highest interests of the 
country. 

“Respect of truth and 
accurate reporting, without 
prejudice or self-interest, is 
a sacred principle in jour- 
nalistic work,” he said. 

“We have come a long 


way in making freedom of 
speech and expression a 
reality” he said, adding that 
several sides have taken 
advantage of that freedom 
and have tried ro harm the 
country and its achieve- 
ments. 

“The misinterpretation of 
the freedom of speech and 
expression by some should 
not dissuade us from con- 
tinued efforts in making it a 
strong basis for our democ- 
ratic process.” he said. 
During the banquet, which 
was attended by Deputy 
Prime Minister Jawad 
Anani, Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Munther 
Haddadin and Minister of 
State for Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawj, the 
Prince noted the urgent 
need for proper and 
continued training of 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Lebanese Hizbollah fighter killed 
in skirmish with Israeli troops 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Hizbollah 
confirmed on Sunday that one 
of its guerrillas was killed in a 
skirmish with Israeli troops in 
south Lebanon. 

Mohammad Mo unif Kash- 
mar. 26, was killed “during a 
heroic clash Friday with the 
Israeli military"' the group 
said. 

He was the first Hizbollah 
fighter killed in south 
Lebanon this year. 

An Israeli military 
spokesman on Friday said the 
Hizbollah guerrilla was killed 


during the clash and that three 
Israelis had been lighdy 
wounded. 

The spokesman said a 
squad of the Shiite Muslim 
guerrillas fought an Israeli 
parachute unit near Sojud in 
the eastern part of the Jewish 
state's self-declared security 
zone in south Lebanon. 

Israel occupies the zone to 
avert cross-border attacks on 
its northern territory. 

Meanwhile, officials here 
Sunday said the international 
committee monitorins the 


Israeli-Hizbollah ceasefire in 
south Lebanon will meet 
Tuesday to examine com- 
plaints by both Lebanon and 
Israel. 

Lebanon Saturday filed a 
complaint over Israeli 
shelling Friday of civilian 
areas in Hizbollah ‘s Iqlini 
Tuffah heights stronghold 
south of Beirut 1 

Israel lodged a complaint 
about a Hizbollah attack 
Thursday on a village in the 
self-declared security zone, 
protesting that a house had 


Iran slams banning of Welfare Party 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
state radio on Saturday 
severely criticised the dissolu- 
tion of the Islam-based Wel- 
fare Party by Ankara, saying 
the move showed that repres- 
sion of Lslamists in Turkey 
was reaching its peak. 

“The dissolution of Welfare 
has come about because of 
the repression of Islamists, 
which will without doubt 
have a strong impact on this 
country," said the radio, in the 


first Iranian reaction to Fri- 
day's decision. 

The radio said the decision 
by Turkey's constitutional 
court to dissolve Welfare, the 
largest party in parliament, 
would have profound impli- 
cations for the country. 

“How can you not take into 
consideration the vote of 
around 20 per cent of the 
Turkish population which 
supports Welfare?" it asked. 

The 1 1-member court panel 


voted 9-2 to dissolve Welfare, 
or Refah in Turkish, for activ- 
ities against the country's sec- 
ular regime. 

The court also banned Wel- 
fare's leader, former Prime 
Minister Necraettin Erbakan, 
from politics for five yean:. 

Welfare garnered 21 per 
cent of the vote in the Decem- 
ber 1995 legislative elections 
and had 150 deputies in the 
550-seat house, more than 
any other party. 


Khamenei receives growing 
support for anti-U.S. stand 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei has been receiving 
growing support from vari- 
ous government and military 
bodies for his tough stand 
against the United States. 

The administration, parlia- 
ment. clerical establishment 
and the army have all issued 
statements defending Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei’s tough speech 
on Friday, when he strongly 
rejected dialogue with the 
“Great Satan.” 

More than 200 deputies in 
the 270-member parliament 
signed a petition voicing 
"firm bucking" for the 
leaders uncompromising 
stand, which slammed the 
door shut on any contact with 
Washington following hopes 
inspired early this month by 
comments by President 
Mohammad Khatami. 


Mr. Khatami, a moderate 
who took office in August, 
called for dialogue between 
the people of Iran and the 
United States in an unprece- 
dented address and interview 
broadcast on U.S.-based tele- 
vision network CNN. 

The powerful Shiite Mus- 
lim clergy in the holy city of 
Qom. south of the capital, 
said Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
speech “foiled a new plot by 
the criminal Americans, their 
media and agents to sow dis- 
cord in the heart of our Islam- 
ic society." 

The chief of staff of the 
armed forces. General Hus- 
sein Finiz Abadi. praised the 
ayatollah’s “uncompromis- 
ing, revolutionary" stand- 
saying “the Iranian people 
have no need to talk to the 
United States.” 

Even the moderate Culture 


Minister. Ayatollah Moha- 
jerani. who is the government 
spokesman, said Khamenei's 
remarks “are a response to 
those who distorted the presi- 
dent’s speech on CNN.” 

“Some tried to distort the 
president's speech and [insin- 
uate] that Iran. ..regretted hav- 
ing taken the [Americans] 
hostage.” he said, quoted bv 
IRNA. 

Mr. Khatami said during 
his interview that he regretted 
the seizure of the U.S. 
embassy and personnel had. 
hurt American feelings, but 
insisted that it was a natural 
cause of “unfair" American 
policies in Iran before the 
1979 revolution. 

Hardline conservatives had 
criticised the president for his 
remarks on the embassy 
seizure. 


Farrakhan says Islamists not 
to blame in Algeria massacres 


been seriously damaged. 

The committee — made up 
of representatives from 
France. Israel Lebanon. Syria 
and the Ignited States — over- 
sees the April 1996 ceasefire 
agreement under which both 
Israel and Hizbollah under- 
take to avoid civilian casual- 
ties. 

So far. 11 Israeli troops 
have been wounded in south 
Lebanon since the beginning 
of 1998. while 39 Israeli sol- 
diers were killed and 102 oth- 
ers wounded last year. 

Israeli 

Arab 

delegation 
to visit 
Syria 
in early 
February 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — An 
Israeli Arab delegation 
including four members of 
the Israeli parliament is to 
■hold talks here with Syrian 
officials in early February, 
a Damascus-based Pales- 
tinian opposition group 
told AFP Sunday. 

The delegation would 
include between 50 and 70 
Israeli Arabs and was 
intended to “bring together 
Palestinians from the 
Palestinian territories and 
the diaspora," said an offi- 
cial of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP). 

The visit will be the third 
to Damascus by an Israeli 
Arab delegation since 1994 
when an Israeli Arab dele- 
gation attended the funeral 
of Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad's elder son Basil. 

Last August Mr. Assad 
received a delegation 
including six Arab mem- 
bers of the Israeli parlia- 
ment. 

Last month an Israeli 
Arab MP made a one-week 
visit, during which he held 
two rounds of talks with 
Syrian Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam. 



r -l -A m - — 


PASSERS-BY: Israeli paratroopers pass by an old Palestinian man while patrolling in the West Bank town of 
Hebron Sunday. Israel beefed up security Sunday ahead of Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s meet- 
ing with U.S. President Clinton this week in Washington (AP photo) 

Iraq hails scientists for Scud attacks on Israel 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
celebrated a “science day" 
on Sunday for the anniver- 
sary of its first Scud attacks 
on Israel during the 1991 
Gulf war. rewarding Iraqi 
scientists behind the missile 
programme. Ministers hand- 
ed out the awards at the min- 
istry of higher education and 
research, where speakers 
lauded Iraq’s achievement in 
becoming the first Arab 


power to send missiles 
crashing into the heart of the 
Jewish state. It was the first 
time the anniversary was 
marked following a decision 
taken by the Iraqi parliament 
last year. Iraq fired a total of 
39 Scuds at Israel, starting 
from Jan. 18, 1991, the sec- 
ond day of the war over 
Kuwait. 

The attacks — in which 
the Soviet-designed but 


upgraded Scuds were pitted 
against L^.S. -operated Patriot 
anti-missile batteries — 
caused heavy damage, 
notably in Tel Aviv. Since 
Iraq’s ouster from Kuwait in 
the six-week conflict- U.N. 
weapons inspectors have 
been verifying the destruc- 
tion of Iraqi missiles with a 
range of more than 150 km. 
An "Iraqi official, asking not 
to be named, complained 


Saturday over aspects of the 
work on eliminating the mis- 
siles, part of the disarma- 
ment process under the 
terms of the Gulf war cease- 
fire. "They insisted on 
knowing who fired the mis- 
siles... When they were final- 
ly located they asked them: 
’Who gave you the order?’" 
the official told AFP. That 
ail took more than nine 
months” 


UAE president asks Muslim countries 
to reject We stern- style democracy 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
president has urged Muslim 
countries to reject Western- 
style democracy and to fol- 
low their Holy Book, the 
Koran, as a basis for their 
political systems. 

Speaking to Muslim schol- 
ars at his palace near Abu 
Dhabi Saturday night Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan also urged Islamic 
countries to patch up their 
differences to face what he 


called domination by the big- 
powers. 

“The democracy of the 
West is man-made, so it is not 
acceptable to us as Muslims. 
The Holy Book [the Koran] 
is the basis of our democra- 
cy'.’’ he said in comments car- 
ried by the official media 
Sunday. 

Western leaders have often 
called on Gulf and other 
developing countries to 
enforce democracy following 
reports of widespread human 


rights abuses. 

Hie oil-rich Gulf countries, 
among the most conservative 
in the Middle East say they 
are sticking to democracy 
within the framework of their 
traditions and tribal systems. 
They have set up parliaments 
and consultative bodies but 
their powers remained limit- 
ed. 

Sheikh Zayed, who has 
often called for ending the 
estrangement of Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, said 


Muslims needed to end their 
rifts. 

“Despite their laige num- 
ber. Muslims and Arabs will 
have no clout in the 
international community 
without solidarity” he said. 

‘The big powers have no 
right to control the causes of 
the Arab Nation or any mem- 
ber of it without prior consul- 
tations with our nation...so, 
Muslims and Arabs should 
get together and forgive each 
other.” 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
U.S. Nation of Islam leader 
Louis Farrakhan said here 
that Islamists were not to 
blame for the massacres car- 
ried out in Algeria and were 
the victims of a “machina- 
tion." 

"Holding Islamists 

.responsible For killing 
women, children and inno- 
cent people is a machination 
by the West against Islam 
and Muslims," Mr. Far- 

IORDAN TELEVI- 
SION 

TcL 7731 1 1-19 

. PROGRAMME TWO 

, 14:00 _ Holy Koran 

14:10 Hammerman 

; 14:30 French Programmes 

■ 16:15 ....Prayers 

■ 16:30 Believe and Behave 

1 17:00 Riding High 

17:30 The Animal Show 

| 18:00 Neighbours 

j 18:30 .News Headlines 

18:35 Hope and Gloria 

I 19:00 News in French 

19:15 Ramadan Talks 

19:35 -The Health Show 

; 20:01 Over a Cup ofTea 

! 20:30 Country Music 

21:10 Highlander 

| 22:00 - News in English 

22:30 .Emergency Room 

23:15 Cosmos 

23:59 Warn in a changing World 


PRAYER TIMES 


rakhan told a press confer- 
ence Saturday at the end of a 
two-day visit to Khartoum. 

“It is not logical that an 
Islamic party of such a 
broad popular base resorts 
to creating disturbance 
among its base. How can a 
party strike at those who 
voted for it in the general 
election?” he said. 

“What is happening in 
Algeria cannot be separated 
from the Western Satanic 


machination against Sudan 
and Islam" said Mr. Far- 
rakhan. 

Hundreds of Algerians 
have been killed in a series 
of gruesome massacres 
since the start of Ramadan, 
on Dec. 30. Some estimates 
put tiie toll at more than 
1 . 000 . 

The visit was the second 
to Sudan by Mr. Farrakhan 
after one at the end of 1 996. 


UAE paper urges Arab boycott of Britain over terrorism 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A gov- 
ernment-run newspaper in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
in a rare attack on London, 
urged .Arab states on Sunday to 
boycon Britain on the grounds it 
is encouraging terrorism against 
them. 

AJ Ittihad said Britain had 
become a “haven and a perma- 
nent station for terrorists" and 
accused it of complicity in 
bloody terrorist attacks, espe- 


cially by Islamists in Algeria 
and Egypt. 

“Instructions are coming from 
[terrorists] in Britain to carry 
out mass killings of people 
without discrimination while 
conferences and seminars arc 
being held on British territory to 
encourage terrorism." it said. 

“Arabs and Muslims, who 
have been hurt most by terror- 
ism. realise that Britain is main- 
taining silence towards die ter- 


rorists and their dens on Jls terri- 
tory." it said. 

“This country, which accuses 
sonic Arab states of terrorism, 
appears to be encouraging, indi- 
rectly and secretly, the killing of 
Arabs and destruction of their 
resources under the pretext of 
the respect of human rights," it 
added. 

“Arabs are called upon to use 
their capabilities if Britain fails 
to redress its position towards 


terrorism on its land. The mea- 
sures could include an econom- 
ic boycott of Britain or any 
other country.” 

Britain has also come under 
fire from Bahrain. Egypt and 
other Arab nations for hosting 
groups opposing to their 
regimes. 

Britain, which had ruled the 
UAE and other Gulf states as 
protectorates for decades until 
early 1970s. has denied such 
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06:31 
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17:01 .... 
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CHURCHES 

| 

j Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
| S weifieh. Tel. S 10740 _ 

: Assemblies of God Church Tel. 


632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 66 1 757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652.826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 77 1 75 1 . 
Amman International Church 

Tel. 865897 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarcne Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of A feteiHofogy 
Skies will be partly cloudy with a 
possibility of rainfall and winds 
southwesterly moderate. On Tues- 
day. there will be a chance of scat- 


tered showers with temperatures 
dipping slightly. In Aqaba, skies 
will be partly cloudy to sunny, 
winds northerly moderate, and 
seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman. 04/13 

Aqaba 1 1/22 

Deserts .04/14 

Jordan Valley.......... 09/20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
.Amman 12. Aqaba 28 Humidity 
readings: Amman 40 per cent 
Aqaba 40 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim ..885446 

Dr. Arafat Al Ashhab ....602507 

Dr. AymunAlMuhtaseb 875748 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Finis pharmacy 661912 

Fcndowj. pharmacy 77S336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nuiroukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shincisani pharmacy _ 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


0RB(D: 

Dr. Fawzi Abul Haija ...252970 

Al Quds pharmaev t — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ya'couh Al Khatib 99 1 7720 
Khali feh pharmacy 9854 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Gvii Defence Department 661 1 1 1 

Civil EX: fence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 1 9*7 

Reset* Mice 192.621 if 1.637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 6058IY) 

Price Complaints ..661 176 

War & Scwuap; Cbmpfairts.JJ?7467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance » 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AWali Tel. Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 J 1 

Waier Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority .....815615 
Electric Power Co ..636381 


RJ Right Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53201 > 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Luzmila .630195 

Hussein Medical Centre __3 i 5S 1 3/32 

Khalidi Maternity 644281/b 

Akilch Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 

University Hospital K45S45 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. A l-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marita S9 161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Suigery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

_.t 09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

(bn Sina Hospital (09)986/32 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
1091990)91) 

IRBID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

....(02)272275 


Ibn A I Nafces Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03 13 14H I 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This injonmiiinu ft supplied bv 
Bond JonJtmUut \RJ\ iiifiiniuirion 
deptimnem al the Queen Mia 
bihrnurionul Airport Tel. 
fWWmj. „-hetv it shot, U 
< thvuys he verified, hijonnati/m ,vt 
other flights can he supplied on 
phone OH (52700). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian ( Rj) Flights 

Sanaa (RJ) 

WdS Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 New Delhi (RJ) 

°9J0 Dubai. Abu Dhabi ( RJ) 

1 LW* Beirut. Damascus (RJ » 

10:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

I 7 =15 Wahran (uddHRJJ 

DkOS Kuwait (RJ) 

18:35 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

20M5 Kuala Lumpur ( RJ i 

23:15 .... Jakarta. Abu Dhabi tRJj 

00:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

00:45 Bangkok. Jakarta. Abu 
Dhybi tRJ) 


Wat) Jeddah (addi(RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:15 


09:30 


12:00 


13:25 


14:30 


15:05 

16:00 

Vienna (OS) 


20:00 

21:10 Paris. 

22:30 

.Tel Aviv iLY) 

Damascus (AF) 
Athens (OA) 


.Amsterdam (KL i 


Wings (RW) 

Tel Aviv (RW) 

Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

Amman (Marka Airport) 

Aqaba (RW) 

Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

Amman (Marka Airport) 


Aqaba (RW) 

Amman (Marka Airport) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut. Damascus (RJ) 

06^5 Wahran (add) (Rj) 

1L00 Frankfurt. London i RJ \ 


changes. 

“it seems that Britain wants to 
hear only its own voice and the 
voices of terrorists who live on 
its territory and enjoy protec- 
tion." AJ Jttihad said. 

"If Britain or any other coun- 
try want strong economic ties 
with Arabs, which are extreme- 
ly important to them, they 
should immediately ban any ter- 
rorist activity on their territory.” 

: 12:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

'12:15 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

j 12:30 .. -..Cairo (RJ) 

19:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:40 Damascus (R0 

20:45 .Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

23 JO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

04:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) ' 

08:25 London (BA) ■ 

10:30 _AI 'Arish (PF) 

10 JO Cairo (MS) 

13:20 Istanbul (SD) 

14:15 .Bahrain (OF) 

15:50 ... ...Doha (QR) 

15:50 Vienna 1.0S) 

17:00 Damascus. Dubai (£K) 

19:00 Khartoum (SD) 

21:20 .Tel Aviv (lY) 

23:53 ..Damascus, Paris (AF) 

02:25 Amsterdam (KL). 

03:00 Athens (OA) ; 

Royal Wings (RWl 

05 JO Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 

06:50 Tel Aviv (RW) 

07:55 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

08:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

10:20 .Aqaba (RW) 

11:40 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

2030 Amman (QAIA) (RW). 

21:50 -Aqaba (RW) 
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ARBOR DAY: Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hasson and Princess Sar- 
vath on Saturday take part in planting trees in Safuwi region, in the Mafrui] Cov- 
ernorate. During the planting ceremony. Prince Hassan called lor protecting the 
environment and developing the badiu'region t Photo courtesy of Al Ra'ii 


Queen hosts iftar for Jubilee 
School students, donors 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty Queen 
Noor on Sunday hosted an itiur lor the 
Jubilee School s students, start’ and mem- 
bers of its steering committee, as well as 
Jordanians who ha\e contributed to the 
school. 

The iftar also included members ul’ the 
United Nations University International 
Leadership Academy, whose International 


Advisory Board the Queen chairs, as well 
as a core group of students who have been 
with the Noor Al Hussein Foundation's 
National Music Conservatory since its 
inception in 198*0. 

Prime Minister Abdul Saluin Majali and 
Minister of Education and Higher Educa- 
tion Munther Masri attended the iftar with 
the Queen. 



PRINCESS HOSTS IFTAR BANQUET: Her Royal Highness Princess Basma 
on Sunday hosts an iftar banquet for the orphans at Umm Al Hussein Orphan- 
age. Princess Basma distributed gifts to 140 orphans. The Princess also hosted 
another banquet for Jordanian women (Petra photo) 



Princess Haya hosts iftar for athletes 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Haya on Sunday hosted 
an iftar banquet to honour the Jordanian 
athletes who took part in Arab and 
international names in 1997. 


Majali sends condolences 
to Qatari leaders 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali on Sunday sent 
condolences to Sheikh Abdullah Ben 
Khalifah A! Thani of Qatar over the 
death of his mother Sheikhah Bent 
Jaber Al Thani. Dr. Majali also sent 
condolences to Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Jassem Ben Jaber A! Thani, Qatari tor- 
eign minister. 


Financial aid distributed to 
needy families 

KARAK (Petra) — The National Aid 
Fund (NAF) on Sunday distributed 
financial aid to 150 needy families in 
Karak. NAF Director General Adel 
Shamayleh said donations will be dis- 
tributed to 33.W10 families throughout 
the Kingdom. 

100 accidents on Saturday 
leave eight dead 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) on Sunday 
announced that IlH) accidents took 
place in the Kingdom on Saturday. The 
CDD said the accidents left eight peo- 
ple dead. 


WHAT’S 
GOING ON 


CONCERT 

* “From Arabia to Andalusia" in concert, presented by Freddy For Music, at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. (daily until Jan. 22). 

FRENCH COMEDY CINEMA 

* French comedy film “Fantome avec chauffeur*’ ar Philadelphia Cinema at 
8:30 p.m. (Sponsored by the French Cultural Centre ). 

EXHIBITIONS 


* “Gertrude Bell Exhibition" at the British Council. Jabal Amman, until Jan. 


n 


e&rassK 

temporary Arab artisi exhibition (until J*m. 

^wtLTya^urrhundred artists from Iraq. 

dan at Hammurabi Art Gallery. Gardens Street, until Feb. 20 (Tel. 55*6098). 


Lower House to vote on draft budget Monday 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special in the Jordan'Tunes 

AMMAN — * The Lower 
House is set to vote Mon- 
day on the 1998 draft bud- 
gei after a tough four-day 
debate in which deputies 
pressed ihc government on 
soaring poverty, unem- 
ployment and controver- 
sial economic reforms. 

The House. already 
behind schedule, has to 
vote on the JD1.95 billion 
draft bill before the end of 
January to enable the gov- 
ernment to stan disbursing 
this year’s allocations. 

The budget, with a 
deficit of JD37 million, is 
5.7 per cent higher than 
Iasi year's and envisages 
total expenditures of 


JD1.S7 billion. 

The House will vote on 
the bill after rhe govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali 
replies to issues raised in 
lawmakers* speeches. The 
proposed budget has been 
attacked by many deputies 
on grounds that its limited 
spending will not help ini- 
tiate programmes to battle 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 

Parliamentary analysts 
expect the budget to 
receive no more than 51 
votes. Fifty-one deputies 
granted their vote of confi- 
dence to Dr. Majali's gov- 
ernment on Dec. 15. 

Over 60 deputies have 
discussed the budget in 
lengthy speeches, which 


some also used to attack 
overall government poli- 
cies. including its commit- 
ment to a fragile Middle 
East peace process that has 
failed to bring about many 
of the promised economic 
dividends. 

Jordan and Israel signed 
a peace treaty in 1994. but 
many Jordanians remain 
opposed to the deal after a 
46-year state of war with 
the Jewish state. The hard- 
line policies of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, in power since 
June 1996. have stripped 
many pro- peace supporters 
of their arguments. 

Bui the issues of soaring 
unemployment, a widen- 
ing gap between the rich 
and the poor and tough 


policies to enforce the eco- 
nomic reforms agreed 
upon u-iih Internationa! 
Monetary Fund (IMF) fig- 
ured high in most speech- 
es. 

"Unemployment is the 
source of evil and the 
country's tragedy," said 
Islamist deputy 

Mohammed Azaideli. 
"Considering that, the 
draft budget does not refer 
to any national pro- 
grammes with positive 
objectives that can give us 
(he slightest glimpse of 
hope." 

The government has pul 
unemployment ax 15 per 
cent of the total workforce, 
but independent estimates 
have placed it between 22 
and 27 per cent. 


"Our commitment to 
IMF recommendations 
have aggravated the prob- 
lems of poverty and unem- 
ploy ment,” leftist Deputy 
Nash* at Hamarneh said. 
"The policies of consecu- 
tive governments since the 
early seventies have dri- 
ven the country to this 
depressed economic situa- 
tion.” 

Jordan has said the IMF 
reforms have helped it 
restructure its foreign 
debt, trim deficits in the 
budget and balance of pay- 
ments, and cut down infla- 
tion to single digits. The 
policies have also enabled 
the Kingdom to enter the 
global economy by adopt- 
ing market-oriented poli- 
cies. 


Tourism 
ministry 
accelerating 
training of 
sector’s new 
personnel 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
Akel Biltaji on Sunday said 
his ministry’ is speeding up 
die implementation of a [min- 
ing programme for personnel 
involved in the tourism sec- 
tor. 

Speaking ut a meeting with 
a committee developing 
plans for the tourism sector as 
pan of the country’s 1998- 
2002 development plan, the 
minister noted that the current 
political circumstances in the 
Middle East have adversely 
affected the growth of the 
tourism sector. 

Had there been political 
climate with fewer negative 
elements, Jordan would have 
witnessed a tourism boom, 
said the minister. 

But "even if we had a boom 
at the moment, we would be 
facing the problem of provid- 
ing sufficiently trained and 
qualified cadres to run ser- 
vices at the hotels and other 
tourist businesses," he said. 

In a lecture delivered last 
month at Al al Bayt Univer- 
sity, Mr. Biltaji said Jordan 
witnessed a decline in 1 997 in 
the number of tourists visiting 
its archaeological and tourist 
attractions compared to the 
previous year. However, he 
added this will not discourage 
the country from exerting 
efforts to improve tourist 
facilities. 

Pointing out that the num- 
ber of tourists in 1997 
dropped by 5.5 per cent from 
the previous year, ihe minis- 
ter said an increase in the 
average length of stay com- 
pensated for fewer tourists. 

Ministry of Tourism 
sources said thar at least four 
major five-star hotels are cur- 
rently under construction in 
Amman at the total cost or 
JD 100 million, and others are 
being built near the Dead Sea 
and the port of Aqaba. 

At the meeting, Mr. Biltaji 
said the ministry will intro- 
duce new and practical meth- 
ods to ensure development of 
the tourism industry. 

To achieve sustainable 
tourism development, the 
minister said, Jordan needs 
new regulations. The country 
should also guarantee securi- 
ty for tourists and develop 
facilities at tourist and archae- 
ological sites and include 
these plans in the five-year 
development programme. 

Mr. Biltaji emphasised the 
need to raise awareness 
among the public about the 
importance of tourism for 
Jordan. In this respect he 
said, the five-year tourism 
development plan should be 
based on civic society’s insti- 
tutions and helped by non- 
governmental organisations 
and a private sector with a 
greater role to ensure further 
investments. 

Mr. Biltaji urged the com- 
mitter to conduct a compre- 
hensive survey of the more 
than 150.000 archaeological 
sites in the Kingdom. 

The committee discussed 
the general outline of ihe five- 
year plan, projects to be given 
priority, and other relevant 
Issues. 


Father arrested for killing one-week-old daughter 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The father of 
u one-week-old girl ha.s 
told interrogators that he 
killed his daughter to pro- 
tect his honour, an official 
source said Sunday. 

According to the official 
source, the 25-year-old 
father said he killed his 
daughter because she was 
conceived out of wedlock. 
The suspect’s brother, 
who helped him carry out 
t he homic ide. was al so 
arrested, the source added. 

The couple were 
engaged in April, but the 


suspect's wife became 
pregnant before the wed- 
ding, the source said. 

"The woman delivered 
the baby three months 
after their official wed- 
ding, but the husband said 
he felt ashamed of the 
matter. With the help of 
his brother, he plotted to 
kill his daughter to cleanse 
his family honour." the 
source told the Jordan 
Times. 

The source said that a 
week after the baby was 
bom, the suspect and his 
brother “dug a hole in the 
yard of their Ashrafieh 
home and buried the airl.” 


the source said. 

The mother filed a com- 
plaint with the police after 
her daughter went missing 
"and informed the author- 
ities that she feared her 
husband might be the 
killer." he said. 

Meanwhile, the husband 
disappeared throughout 
that period until "his 
apprehension by the 
authorities last week.” 
"After questioning, the 
husband confessed that he 
killed his daughter to pro- 
tect his honour and 
showed us the place where 
he buried her." 

Criminal Prosecutor 


Jmad KiJani. who is han- 
dling the case, ordered the 
transfer of the child’s 
body to the National Insti- 
tute for Forensic Medicine 
for an autopsy. 

“We are waiting for an 
official autopsy result to 
determine if the child was 
buried alive,” the source 
said. 

The one-week-old child 
is the first female report- 
edly killed in a crime of 
honour in the Kingdom 
this year. 

Last year. 25 w-omen 
were reportedly killed in 
Jordan for reasons of hon- 
our. 


NCP exploring ways to boost profile 
after disappointing elections showing 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Repiirter 

AMMAN — The much- 
touted National Constitu- 
tional Party (NCP) is explor- 
ing ways to attract new 
members and boost its polit- 
ical profile after its disap- 
pointing performance in the 
Nov. 4 parliamentary elec- 
tions. party officials said 
Sunday. 

An independent commis- 
sion of experts appointed by 
the NCP to assess the perfor- 
mance of the troubled group, 
bom in May from a merger 
of nine centrist parties, said 
the party needs to restructure 
its basic organs and institu- 
tions. 

"The report recommended 
that the NCP assess the num- 
ber of it’s members and give 
more importance to the 
organisation of the work of 
the executive committee,’’ 
NCP Spokesperson Hakim 


Kheir told the Jordan Times. 

He said the report was 
“very comprehensive, 
derailed and highly objec- 
tive." 

Only two of 1 1 NCP can- 
didates fielded in the race 
won seats in the SO-member 
Lower House of Parliament, 
a heavy blow after the party 
suggested it would score 
huge victories and become a 
major political power. 

The Islamic Action Front 
(IAF). the NCP’s main 
opponent and at one time the 
single largest political group 
in Ihe Lower House, boy- 
coned the elections to 
protest government policies. 
The Islamists’ boycott rein- 
forced speculations that the 
NCP could become the sin- 
gle largest party in the 
House, dominated by cen- 
trists. tribal leaders and pro- 
government Figures. 

But personal feuds and 
rivalries provoked subse- 


quent waves of resignations, 
with some 200 members 
quining the NCP to proiest 
the lack of democracy in the 
party. The resignations 
shortly- • before the ballot 
helped weaken the party and 
discredit its performance. 

The evaluation report sug- 
gested that the NCP "entered 
the elections without enough 
anention to the political 
forces which were interact- 
ing in the election process.” 
Dr. Kheir said. 

In a late “mea culpa.” the 
report also suggested that the 
party' did not provide candi- 
dates with sufficient finan- 
cial or logistical support. Dr. 
Kheir added. 

In addition. “Voters did not 
have the time or willingness 
to read the party's political 
platform, which took us 
about three months to pre- 
pare and includes all issues, 
whether domestic, regional 
or international.” he added 


“The party’s platform was 
written by highly specialised 
and qualified people and 
could have been an excellent 
programme to solve many of 
the outstanding issues facing 
Jordan today, particularly the 
three crucial problems of 
poverty, unemployment and 
rising cost of living,” he 
said.' 

”Jn order nor to repeat the 
mistakes committed during 
the period of the NCP’s 
establishment.” Dr. Kheir 
said, the party's strengths 
and weaknesses as indicated 
in the report will be the focus 
of an upcoming national 
convention, to be held 
“between May and June.” 

“We are pleased with the 
report, and think it is a 
healthy endeavour. We will 
try to restructure our party 
on a more solid basis, taking 
into consideration the 
experts’ recommendations,” 
Dr. Kheir concluded. 


Employment fund figures indicate JD3.5 
million in loans awarded last year 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Employment and Develop- 
ment Fund (EDF) last year 
financed 860 projects 
through JD3.5 million in 
loans granted to 1,649 citi- 
zens. according to EDF 
Director General Ali Qub- 
baa. 

In a statement released 
Sunday, Mr. Qubbaa said the 


loans were given directly to 
unemployed citizens wish- 
ing to start small businesses 
or indirectly through charita- 
ble otganisations. 

Mr. Qubbaa said that since 
its inception in 1991 through 
die end of 1997. the EDF 
financed 5,630 projects 
through both direct and indi- 
rect loans totalling 


JD2 1,374,521. 

The EDF was established 
to provide funds for projects 
by unemployed citizens in a 
bid to combat poverty and 
unemployment in Jordan. 

According to Mr. Qubbaa. 
some of last year’s loans 
financed 147 projects in the 
Amman area. S3 in IrbicL 
220 in Zarqa, 23 in Balqa. 29 


in Ma’an. 28 in Karak, 16 in 
Tafileh. 25 in Mafiraq. 13 in 
Madaba. 15 in Ajloun. 16 in 
Jerash, and 23 in Aqaba. 

He said 5.7 per cent of the 
loans went to the services 
sector. 32.5 per cent to the 
industrial sector, 8. 1 per cent 
to the handicraft sector, and 
3.7 per cent the tourism sec- 
tor. 


France, Jordan Valley Authority sign 
agreement to improve irrigation system 


AMMAN (Petra) — 

France is to grant Jordan 
technical aid worth 

548,840 to help it improve 
the irrigation system in the 
Jordan Rift Valley, accord- 
ing to an agreement signed 
Sunday in Amman. 

Under the agreement, 
w'hich was signed by 
Dureid Mahasneh. secre- 
tary general of the Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA). 
and French Ambassador to 
Jordan Bernard Bajolet. 
the French government 
will also cover the expens- 
es of French engineers who 
will be working with the 
JVA. 

The agreement will be 
renewed annually provided 
the required funds are 
available. 


Following the signing 
ceremony. Dr. Mahasneh 
said the agreement was of 
paramount importance as it 
entails closer cooperation 
between the JVA and the 
French embassy and 
involves local Jordan Val- 
ley fanners in the use of 
modem equipment. 

The agreement also fol- 
lows technical advice from 
the French to the JVA in 
changing the present water 
distribution system and 
agricultural extension ser- 
vices and in developing the 
present irrigation system in 
the valley, he added. 

Dr. Mahasneh said Jor- 
dan is facing a scarcity of 
water resources due to* the 
growing demand by all 
sectors, especially the agri- 


cultural sector, which con- 
sumes the lion share. 

Dr. Mahasneh also 
praised the cooperation 
between France and Jordan 
over the past few years. He 
noted that French assis- 
tance in the past several 
years to the water sector in 
Jordan has amounted to 3.5 
million French francs 
($569,800). 

The French aid con- 
tributed to the develop- 
ment of a major pan of the 
irrigation system and 
financed the cost of feasi- 
bility studies and the 
preparation of tender docu- 
ments for the projected Al 
Mujib Dam in southern 
Jordan, he added. 

Dr. Mahasneh expressed 
hope that the agreement 


would help attract 
investors for this important 
project, which he said is 
bound to save up to 60 per 
cent of water supplies. 

Mr. Bajolet said the 
agreement reflects the 
ongoing cooperation 
between France and the 
JVA to help fanners 
economise in the consump- 
tion of water for irrigation 
without affecting the agri- 
cultural process. He added 
that the project will help 
Jordan ensure sufficient 
water supplies for 
increased food production. 

The ambassador said he 
considered the agreement 
as the foundation for using 
modem technology in Jor- 
dan to expand its irrigation 
network in the valley. 
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China to work for ‘strategic 


partnership’ with U.S. — Chi 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
Chinese Defence Minister 
Chi Haotian welcomed 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen here 
Sunday, pledging China's 
best effort to achieve a 


constructive strategic part- 
nership" with the" United 
States. 

_ Toasting each other with 
fiery rice brandy in the 
Great Hall of People, the 
two men kicked off a three 
day visit aimed at deepen- 
ing ties between the U.S. 
and Chinese militaries. 

"China will do its very 
best in order to seek the 
goal of establishing a con- 
structive, strategic partner- 
ship between our two coun- 
tries and also to achieve the 
goal in this regard.” Mr. Chi 
said. 

He thanked Mr. Cohen for 
the U.S. military's help in 
responding to a recent 
earthquake in China, saying 
through an interpreter, “a 
friend in need is a friend 
indeed." 

Mr. Cohen thanked China 
for the return last year of 
identification taes of 


crewmembers of a U.S. 
bomber shot down over 
China during World War II, 
and said it was a reminder 
that China and the United 
States fought side by side in 
World War II. 

Noting the economic dif- 
ficulties and tensions in the 
Asia Pacific region today, 
Mr. Cohen said, “it is more 
important than ever to 
remind ourselves that we 
stood shoulder to shoulder 
in the past, and we should 
stand shoulder to shoulder 
in the future." 

Mr. Cohen stressed that 
the United States and China 
would have to work togeth- 
er ito achieve harmony in 
their relations, and avoid 
misunderstanding. 

“General Chi. we are here 
tonight and Lhe next several 
days to deal with issues 
before they happen and to 
set things in order before 
there is confusion,” Mr. 
Cohen said. 

Less than two years ago. 
the United States and China 
squared off over Taiwan 
with President Bill Clinton 
sending two aircraft carriers 


to the western Pacific to 
counter menacing Chinese 
missile tests and exercises. 

China’s efforts to mod- 
ernise its military and 
expand its reach into the 
Pacific also has been fol- 
lowed with keen interest in 
Washington. 

The Pentagon hopes to 
persuade the Chinese mili- 
tary to be more open about 
its military plans and goals 
so that its intentions are not 
misunderstood. 

In a gesrure of openness, 
the Chinese invited Mr. 
Cohen to visit the Beijing 
Air Defence Command 
Centre, a facility so secret 
that the Chinese had not 
fcven acknowledged its 
existence until last week, a 
]LI.S. military official said. 

I The invitation to visit the 
pommand centre finally 
arrived three days ago. 
bnly 15 members of die 
befence secretary’s 

entourage will be allowed 
in the facility Monday, and 
the Chinese insisted on hav- 
ing their names in advance. 
Yet, Mr. Cohen’s visit will 
be the first for an American. 


Monday. Mr. Cohen and 
Mr. Chi also will sign a 
Maritime Military 

Cooperation Agreement 
establishing channels for 
military consultations 
aimed at drawing up “rules 
of the road” to avoid inci- 
dents at sea. 

Mr. Cohen also is sched- 
uled to deliver a speech 
Monday at the Academy of 
Military Science, and to 
meet with Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen and the 
Commander of the General 
Staff of the Peoples 
Liberation Army. General 
Fu Quanyou. Tuesday, the 
secretary meets with 
President Jiang Zemin 
before leaving for Japan. 

Mr. Cohen was officially 
welcomed by a Chinese 
honour guard at a military 
museum amid displays of 
vintage military staff cars 
and machine guns. 

He strode past a towering 
statue of Mao Zedong, and 
wall-sized portraits of 
Lenin, Stalin. Marx and 
Engels into a chilly hall to 
review troops from all the 
services. 


Cambodian elections at risk of not 


being free and fair — U.N. official 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia's scheduled 
July election is at risk of 
not being free and fair as 
Phnom Penh has yet to 


take any significant steps 
olvii 


toward solving serious 
human rights problems, a 
senior U.N. official said 
Sunday. 

“There are very serious 
problems ... nothing has 
happened.” Thomas 
Hammarberg. the U.N. 
secretary general’s spe- 
cial representative for 
Human Rights in 
Cambodia, told reporters 
on arrival here for a 10- 
day visit. 

“There is a very short 
lime (until the election) 
and there is much hard 
work to be done." he said. 
“Of course it is (at risk).” 

Mr. Hammarberg. who 
will be joined here later 
this week by U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights Mary Robinson, 
said the chief problem in 
preparing for the polls 
remained impunity for 
people who committed 
human rights abuses. 

He noted that he had 
still had no response from 
the government to 
appeals for progress 
reports on investigations 
into scores of extrajudi- 
cial killings. 

More than 40 support- 
ers of deposed co- 
premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh's supporters 


were killed following his 
effective ouster in July by 
powerful Second Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. 

In December. Mr. 
Hammarberg registered 
keen disappointment at 
the government’s failure 
to pursue promises to 
investigate the killings. 

“I have not yet received 
any indication of 
progress," he said 
Sunday. “Six months 
have passed since the 
executions. These delays 
are serious in themselves. 
The lack of investigations 
will have affects on the 
election.” 

A large number of 
Prince Ranariddh's sup- 
porters, fearing persecu- 
tion after July, fled the 
country. Many observers 
regard their , safe return 
and ability to participate 
in the polls, as well as 
that of the prince, as a 
precondition for the elec- 
tion to be judged free and 
fair. 

Mr. Hammarberg said 
he was “confused" by 
recent comments from a 
European Union delega- 
tion that said its SH.5 
million grant to help fund 
the polls would not be 
conditioned on the return 
of the prince or his sup- 
porters. 

But he declined to com- 
ment on the issue until he 
had had a chance to speak 
with officials from Lhe 


EU, noting that his native 
country of Sweden was 
an EU member. 

However, he said EU 
money intended to fund 
the operations of 30 elec- 
tion monitors would 
cover only a small part of 
the funds needed. 

“There should be a 
great number of monitors 
to cover the election.” he 
said, noting however that 
money would be a major 
obstacle to the placement 
of enough observers. 

. Mr. Hammarberg. a for- 
mer secretary general of 
Amnesty International, 
also said he would con- 
tinue to push ahead in his 
efforts to bring the lead- 
ership of the Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla faction to 
justice, as it contributed 
to the problem of impuni- 
ty in Cambodia. 

He said he would pro- 
pose sending a three- 
strong team of “high- 
level” international 
experts to look into the 
possibility of an interna- 
tional genocide and war 
crimes tribunal that 
would report back to the 
U.N. 

The Khmer Rouge are 
blamed for the deaths of 
as many as two million 
Cambodians from starva- 
tion. disease, overwork 
and execution during 
their nearly four-year 
reisn in the 1970s. 


Deposed Cambodian prince seems 
‘receptive’ to truce as fighting subsides 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Deposed Cambodian co- 
Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh appears- 

■receptive” to new cease- ‘ 
Ire terms proposed by 
’hnora Penh, the coun- 
ry's leading dissident 
;aid Sunday as fighting 
jetween the warring fac- 
ions subsided after two 
lays of intense battles. 
“Prince Ranariddh said 
ie would think about it,” 
'orraer Finance Minister 
Jam Rainsy told reporters 
ifter speaking with the 
:xiled prince. “In my 
ipinion. the prince 
ippears to be receptive. 
Je sounded receptive.” 
The dissident said the 
>rince would be travelling 
rom France to Thailand 
fuesday to discuss the 
:easefire with his com- 
nanders and would make 
i decision then on 
whether to accept the 
erms offered by powerful 
iecond Prime Minister 
iun Sen. 

“I really hope Prince 
lanariddb agrees,” Sam 
lainsy said, adding that 
ie had already spoken to 
be resistance comman- 


ders to lobby for accep- 
tance of the proposal. 

“I told them they have 
nothing to lose by accept- 
ing these conditions,” he 
said. 

Meanwhile. Thai mili- 
tary sources reported that 
fighting around the resis- 
tance's besieged military 
headquarters of O’Smach 
on the northern 
Cambodian border eased 
Sunday in the aftermath 
of battles which saw more 
than 300 shells land in 
Thailand over the past 
two days. “It is regular 
that the fighting will be 
quiet after a few days of 
heavy fighting.” one 
source said. 

Four Thai soldiers had 
been injured by stray 
shells in the past two 
days, and the TTiai army 
had fired more than 20 
shells a day at Cambodian 
government positions in 
retaliation. military 
sources said. 

Thai villagers have been 
advised to build bunkers 
in preparation for more 
wayward artillery fire, 
they said. 

Sam Rainsy said he was 


surprised fighting intensi- 
fied as he said Hun Sen 
had promised him while 
delivering the new cease- 
fire terms Friday that no 
major attacks would be 
ordered while the condi- 
tions were being consid- 
ered. 

Those conditions would 
allow Prince Ranariddh's 
troops to remain in their 
areas of control without 
having to disband or dis- 
arm and move freely into 
Phnom Penh controlled 
zones as long as they did 
not carry weapons. 

In return they would 
agree to halt ail attacks on 
Phnom Penh's troops, 
reveal their positions, 
manpower and materiel 
strength. 

Prince Ranariddh's sup- 
porters have been fighting 
Hun Sen's troops since 
July when Hun Sen effec : 
lively ousted the prince in 
a weekend of fierce fight- 
ing in the capital. 

Sam Rainsy is promot- 
ing the ceasefire as a nec- 
essary element towards 
this July’s scheduled elec- 
tions being free and fair. 


U.S. passed 
British 


secrets to 
IRA , says 
former U.S. 
ambassador 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
United States passed 
sensitive material gath- 
ered by British intelli- 
gence to the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), 
according to former U.S. 
ambassador to London. 
Raymond Seitz. 

Mr. Seitz, who was 
appointed ambassador 
by former U.S. President 
George Bush and served 
from 1991-94. makes 
the charge in his mem- 
oirs, extracts of which 
were published in the 
Sunday Telegraph news- 
paper. 

The memoirs are open- 
ly critical of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton's 
policy towards Northern 
Ireland, prior to the IRA 
ceasefire of August. 
1994. 

In particular. Mr. Seitz 
ridicules Washington's 
decision to grant a visa 
in February 1994 to 
Gerry Adam’s — leader 
of the IRA's political 
wing. Sinn Fein — call- 
ing it a “fiasco of politi- 
cal amateurism.” 

Following that deci- 
sion. Mr. Seitz writes: 
“London even stopped 
passing intelligence to 
the White House 
because it often seemed 
to find its way to the 
IRA." 

Questioned on his 
claim by the Sunday 
Telegraph Saturday. Mr. 
Seitz said: “I could elab- 
orate further but it 
would not be proper.” 

According to the 
newspaper, some ele- 
ments within the White 
House were so keen to 
demonstrate their 

friendship with Adams 
and his Sinn Fein col- 
leagues. "that they were 
communicating secret 
information gleaned by 
MI5 and MI6 in 
Northern Ireland.” 

Some of that informa- 


tion was sensitive 
enough to put members 
of the British security 
forces in Northern 
Ireland at risk, the news- 
paper added. 

In his memoirs. Mr. 
Seitz also accuses the 
U.S. Ambassador to 
Dublin. Jean Kennedy 
Smith — sister of 
Senator Edward 

Kennedy — of being an 
“ardent IRA apologist.” 
as well as a “promotion 
agent for Gerry Adams.” 
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U.S. Defence Secretary William Cohen (right) and China's Defence Minister Chi 
Haotian (left) review an honour guard of elite Chinese troops during a red carpet wel- 
come ceremony in the People's Liberation Army Museum in Beijing (Renters photo) 


Chinese activist urges presidential 
action over labour arrests 


BEIJING (AFP) — Labour 
activist Wang Honsxue 
made a bold call Sunday on 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin to release a string of 
dissenters protesting gov- 
ernment lay-offs and to per- 
mit free trade unions. 

“Someone has to stand up 
for China's workers after so 
many of them have been 
reduced to such u miserable 
situation and not even their 
basic rights are guaran- 
teed." Mr. Wang said in a 
telephone interview with 
AFP. 

“I have written to Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin to 
ask him to order the police 
to stop persecuting people 
who are trying to protect rhe 
rights of workers and to 
release those already in 
prison, like Li Qingxi.” he 
added. 

Police in Shanxi 
province's Datong city 
picked up Li Qingxi at his 
home late Friday after he 
publicly posted a declara- 
tion calling for free and 
independent trade unions. 

While a police spokesman 
denied Sunday that Mr. Li 
was in detention, his son 
said in a telephone inter- 
view that he had been told 
to take daily necessities to 
his father at the city's deten- 
tion centre Monday. 

In a second case, security 
officials at Nuclear Industry 
General Co.'s No. 813 fac- 
tory in Hanzhong city 
detained activist-worker 
Zhao Changqing in his dor- 
mitory room. 

Simmering discontent 


over large-scale redundan- 
cies from state companies 
has grown since veteran dis- 
sident Qin Yongmin — who 
is defying police orders to 
leave the country — issued 
his Dec. 22 declaration urg- 
ing workers across China to 
begin a determined but legal 
push for independent 
unions. 

Saturday in Washington, 
three exiled Chinese dissi- 
dents met U.S. representa- 
tives and officials from the 
State Department to discuss 
growing labour unrest in 
China, according to the 
Hong Kong-based 

Information Centre for 
Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement in 
China. 

The three dissidents. 
Wang Xizhe. Wang Juntao 
and Liu Gang, urged 
Washington to pressure 
China to fulfil its commit- 
ments under the U.N. 
Convention on Economic. 
Social and Cultural Rights 
by allowing free trade 
unions. 

They also met U.S. repre- 
sentative Nancy Peiosi who 
pledged to bring up the 
issue with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton and urge him to 
push China to allow free 
trade unions, the informa- 
tion centre said. 

But Mr. Wang warned of 
immediate danger from 
growing tension between 
workers and the Chinese 


government. 

“The illegal arrest of Li 
Qingxi is sure to arouse the 
anger of workers in China. 


and will he fully opposed by 
them," Mr. Wang said. 

“All such persecution, 
both direct and indirect, 
must be stopped.” he said, 
adding that police in his 
home city of Bengbu, Anhui 
province, had tried to get 
him admitted to a mental 
hospital because of his out- 
spoken stance. 

China is undergoing a 
major overhaul of its loss- 
making state enterprises 
and is expected to lay off 
around 11 million workers 
this year. Growing fears of 
major unrest from these 
sacked workers have 
prompted a sharp crack- 
down on all those daring to 
voice their opposition, with 
Communist authorities well 
aware that an organised 
labour movement could 
become a political rival 
along the lines of Poland's 
Solidarity, movement. 

In a further indication of 
Beijing's hard line on 
labour dissent, the New 
York-based Human Rights 
in China said Sunday that 
the capital's public security 
bureau had refused an appli- 
cation for a demonstration 
from dismissed military 
workers. 

The human rights watch- 
dog said Li Rui. a worker at 
the 3501 military clothing 
factory in Beijing who was 
made redundant at the end 
of November, had applied 
for permission to demon- 
strate against her layoff and 
those of colleagues, but her 
request was dismissed out- 
right. 


Northern Ireland talks 


to resume under cloud 


BELFAST I AFP) — 
Northern Ireland peace 
talks were set to resume 
Monday under a cloud 
after Sinn Fein, the politi- 
cal wing of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), 
rejected Anglo-Irish pro- 
posals. 

Sinn Fein accused 
London and Dublin of 
bending to pro- British 
unionist and loyalist 
demands in framing the 
proposals, but said it 
would nonetheless attend 
the talks to defend the 
cause of a united Ireland. 

There was no immediate 
reaction to the Sinn Fein 
statement from other par- 
lies to rhe talks. Analysis 
said the other parties were 
apparently intent on play- 
ing down the potential 
impact. 

In an interview with the 
Sunday Telegraph. David 
Trimble, leader of the 
main Protestant party, the 
Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP), was cautiously 
optimistic about the peace 
process. 

He believed it was 
unlikely that Sinn Fein 
would endorse an agree- 
ment hased on the Anglo- 
Irish proposals to be sub- 
mitted to a referendum in 
both Ireland and Northern 
Ireland, although Sinn 
Fein might find itself 
forced to operate within 


that framework. 

It was important, he 
stressed, to keep John 
Hume's moderate Catholic 
Social Democratic and 
Lahour Party or the Irish 
government from joining 
forces with Sinn Fein in 
opposing a final agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Trimble believed a 
Northern Ireland referen- 
dum could be won even 
without the support of 
Sinn Fein or the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP). the second-largest 
Protestant grouping which 
is boycotting the talks. 

“If we can get the right 
sort of political outcome 
lo this, then I can see a sit- 
uation where the ideologi- 
cal motor within Sinn Fein 
will be broken" Mr. 
Trimble said. 

In a BBC interview 
Saturday. Sinn Fein chief 
negotiator Martin 

McGuinness said of the 
Anglo-Irish proposals: “I 
think it is fair to say that 
this document has gone 
down very badly within 
Sinn Fein.” 

“We have not accepted 
the document as a basis 
Tor negotiation and we 
intend going to the talks to 
oppose the document." he 
added. 

Sinn Fein made its posi- 
tion known as London 
prepared to make u signif- 


icant gesture towards the 
Catholic camp next week. 
British government 
sources said. 

London would either 
order a new investigation 
into the Bloody Sunday 
events of 1972 in 
Londonderry or u'ould 
apologise to the families 
of the 14 people killed by 
the army at that time, the 
sources said. 

Britain and Ireland pre- 
sented their latest peace 
formula in hopes it would 
lead to a settlement by 
May, after months of 
impasse and a recent flare- 
up in extremist attacks. 

The formula called for 
three bodies to function 
simultaneously: a parlia- 
ment elected by propor- 
tional vote which should 
have the support of both 
communities, a ministerial 
council and a Council of 
the Isles. 

The ministerial council 
would include officials 
from the Northern Ireland 
assembly and Irish minis- 
ters. 

London suggested a 
“Council of the Isles” 
which would include rep- 
resentatives from London. 
Dublin and the three 
future autonomous regions 
of Scotland. Wales and 
■Northern Ireland, a pro- 
posal the Unionists 
backed. 


Bosnian 
Serb 
deputies 
elect new 


government, 
end dispute 


BIJELJINA. Bosnia 
Herzegovina (AFP) — 
The Bosnian Serb parlia- 
ment elected a prime min- 
ister and government for 
their Serb republic Sunday 
after weeks of wrangles 
between hardliners and 
moderates. 

The breakthrough was 
achieved after hardline 
deputies loyal to indicted 
warcrimes suspect 

Radovan Karadzic walked 
out of the parliamentary 
debate allowing the others 
to vote in the 20-member 


government. 

Hardliners bad opposed 
the appointment as prime 
minister of Milorad 
Dodik. backed by Bosnian 
Serb President Biljana 
Plavsic, on the grounds 
that he would “sell our” 
the interests of the Serb 
Republic to Muslims and 
Croats in Bosnia. 

Mr. Dodik, a well-known 
moderate, said he favours 
working with the leaders 
of Bosnia's Muslim-Croat 
Federation in Sarajevo and 
would respect the Dayton 
peace accords that ended 
the Balkan republic’s con- 
flict in 1995. 

Loyalists of Mr. 
Karadzic, who lost their 
majority in the parliament 
in early elections last year, 
have long opposed the 
implementation of the 
Dayton agreement and 
shunned cooperation with 
their former Muslim and 
Croat foes. 

The decision was taken 
after 12 hours of stormy 
debate and ends drawn out 
arguments . over the 
appointment of a premier. 
Mr. Dodik himself, was 
chosen after an earlier can- 
didate withdrew saying 
that he could not find 
enough support in parlia- 
ment. 

While hardliners are the 
largest group in parliament 
with some 39 seats out of 
83 in the Republika Srspka 
(RS) assembly, no one 
group holds a majority. 

Sunday's vote was 
achieved with 42 deputies 
were left which included 
representatives of Muslim 
and Croat refugees who 
were expelled from Serb 
controlled parts of Bosnia 
during the war. 

Bosnia’s international 
mediator, Carlos 

Westendorp said he was 
happy that a government 
had been elected and 
promised that: “The inter- 
national community is 
ready to help this govern- 
ment.” 

There was no immediate 
reaction from the ultra- 
nationalists to the forma- 
tion of a government 
which they are not expect- 
ed to accept. Nor does 
Sunday’s breakthrough 
end the deep divisions in 
the Serb camp. 

The Republika Srpska, 
which rules on half of 
Bosnia, remains effective- 
ly split with two centres of 
power: one groups! 

around Plavsic in Banja 
Luka, the other in the 
regional capital of Pale. 

Throughout Saturday* 
the hardliners had multi- 
plied attacks on Ms. 
Plavsic accusing her of 
“obeying the occupying 
forces” — a reference to 
the NATO-led peacekeep- 
ing force in Bosnia. 

Pro- Karadzic forces 
have been locked in dis- 
pute with Ms. Plavsic who 
enjoys Western support for 
her efforts to implement 
the Dayton peace accords, 
since last summer when 
she denounced the outgo- 
ing administration as cor- 
rupt. 

Friday. Mr. Westendoi? 
warned that Saturday’s 
session was the deputies’ 
‘last chance” to elect J 
prime minister. He hinted 
that unless they did so, the 
international community 
might step in to resolve the 
crisis. 



if ese 

Sl 


poll 


■ at k 




— \ 


* « t. 




■ .x 


Vif.lV, ^ 

■ - : lX 




i.. 


I 

P. r > 


y- r ■ ... ' 

-‘ti’.-rr 


~., T rc ’ 

M'j | ■. w 
' ' • ,Vl 

; J;* 

'-^i! 

_ ■■ ill J 

'"nuir. . 


'■Jl. • 


h 


‘Li 




-i'<aJnvUi 


u:ec i 
a; 
•:nix 
' Sv 


*"»n, . 

Jt.rp ■ 

iMU, 

W CT ij- ri,_. : 

*■ 'L; \1 : J 
\ "' Jr " ‘diar. | 


Up 


H -'i. "jiVr 


^ sjrv-i.j. 

■•'fcf'd on h 
L,V r .. .. I "Jr.-. fi 

i; 

•me 

■ Dj:. 


■" >n 1^04 


J* "•'.i .u::- 

•4iX • 


n. 


W ' 'I'L an 
* V 


fi 


d!,-r 


■>n, f :n 


‘■•-’•vT. 






« I9W, , 

Si S' ^ 

i 

1 

.Ch ot . 

tt - Nerver 


S. 







Chi 

»el- 

OtO) 


ll 


. Jl'N.. I 


ui:- v 


pj’i*- * 

st\iCC j 


l.ifC- 


L 


d hv 

lion, 
reel, 
^aid. 

hi> 
ohui 
get 

filial 
OUl- 

g J 

loss- 
fix; > 

• on 
ke:> 
rs o: 
hestf 
have 
uck- 

ig 

vs i;h 
well | 
listd ! 
ouid | 
rival | 
iD'j's ; 

SI O! 

or. . 
New j 

igni' ; 

(mm> i 

-ar.tv ! 

P? s -i’- I 

ah.on i 
itarx • 
i 

; 

er at \ 

I 

v* as : 

era ! 

piled j 
T1ST:- 

and 
r he: 
out- 


® 1J EUl\, 

5* r 2e«o\jm & 

The Bo. niiin ,’^K 
men, e| KIM n W 

^ [cr and o„. 
their Serb \ 

jf" r "■eeL P “ lll V 

SS£ ^ 
debjlc 

" '" ,li >n ihevT 

S'-emmem. Jl % 
.HarJIm-r. 

J"? 

mmwrr ur V 
IX\iik. h Jv i . 
Serb p^H- 

PI rr -'iden< j. 

* *“ ‘ : I*.. ■ in tS- 
h = "■■-'uid'-";' 

?; r ", bk ;■ 

Crvei- m Bc-nu 

„ N ‘ r LVd '‘-'.:H, 

‘.i.'Jtr jic. -.jiQ ^ .. 

u ;’^ '■■¥ Mir, fofc 

c ? , ,,J 

Feder 4 ,,.. ri!rsW; 

rfP?viibfc 
P e -~ a fc .■ « r j. : jv ; 
-Hr B ^ .. r, r ;[i.jfij V _ 

*n 

L 

rs-r.j-,.. -*h.. u 

*n (hr 

:n t- r ; ; ilvtii 'n-u-. 

.< r.^ 

/rr:rr.r’!.n..n’ 

' -s: r c-xrr 
' .■■ODcrJm 
- : T=nr Wn 

. . > i i 

.. . .' _ . M 'll ' i« .. 

_-....:" rr ! - n;r 
iv :.p 

V.* L 1, "J: "IT.-ei 
.’.:jsr 

.. •■■ ■i’/j":-! • 

. _• •'. 

V. ; . r "a r -JI '.:' - 
- *l-r il! -:. - 

V • 

v> i •<:•!> : 

> _ • 

'::: ••.nur.--- 

i- 

' i. T ■ 

• l - ' jl 

7~: vor 1 !:-'- 


i'\ •_ •• "7 ■' l- ' 

.. - - ■ ^ ■■ t 

• • d '] 

.r^ 

"T 'i ■ ■:r.’ £' ■ 


,;, - v v 

r»f • 


V - r : A' .r. :• 
* -1 

= ' , ‘ 

'■■ ,i;ir •; 

; 1 "V; P'a 1 *'* ", 

^7'- - .;,V 

. . • » ■ ‘ «.> 

• m t ' ■ •r.'J: ' 


- !fie '*.• 


World News 


Jordan Times, Monday, January 19, 1998 



Japanese 
company sold 
record-price 
Renoir at loss 


TOKYO l AFP; — A debi- 
ridden Japanese company 
sold a 19ih century Renoir 
painting, bought for a record 
$78 million in 1990. at a loss, 
letting it go for S50 million, a 
national daily said Sunday. 

"Le Moulin de la Galerte** 
by Pierre- Auguste Renoir 
was sold by paper-pulp sales 
company Daishowa Ashita- 
ka around May last year, the 
Yomiuri Shimbun ’ quoted 
Daishowa group sources as 
sajina. 

The identity of the buyer 
was unknown, but it is some- 
one who lives outside Japan, 
the daily said. 

Daishowa Ashiuka is a 
subsidiary of Daishowa 
Paper Mfg. Co. Ltd., headed 
by Ryoei Saito. who paid 
578 million for the painting 
at a Sotheby’s auction in 
New York in 1 990. 

The price wa> a record for 
a work by the French painter 
and second only to the $82 J 
million paid also by Saito for 
■■portrait of Doctor Gashef 
by Vincent van Gogh at 
Christie’s auction in the some 
year. 

An experts said Japan 
holds neariy 10,000 master- 
pieces. most from the 
Impressionist period, with 
many bought ul the end of 
the 19S0s at inflated prices. 

A study by the economic 
newspaper Nihon Keizai 
estimated the value of the an 
treasures held by Japanese 
companies at S3.8 to $11.5 
billion. An an dealer based in 
Tokyo told AFP "an Ameri- 
can collector, among the 
three or four with the capaci- 
ty to do so. was a possible 
buyer of the Renoir, believed 
to have been sold through a 
private sale by Sotheby's or 
Christie's." 

The dealer said the buyer 
has been looking for a long 
time to acquire the Renoir’ 
■painting as well as Van 
Gogh's “Portrait of Doctur 
Gashet,” which is also 
owned by Daishowa Paper. 

The price of die Van Gogh 
painting topped an earlier 
record of $53.9 million in 
1987 paid for Van Gogh's 
"Irises." The Renoir painting 
used to be owned by Betsey 
Cushing Whitney, heiress of 
John Hay Whitney, diplomat, 
publisher of the New York 
Herald Tribune and president 
of the Museum of Modem 
Art in New York. 

The painting depicts a 
crowd dancing in a celebrat- 
ed cafe in Montmartre at the 
end of the 19th century. 

Saito, former chairman of 
Daishowa Paper, died of a 
stroke in March 19%, draw- 
ing international criticism 
while on his sickbed by say- 
ing he loved paintings so 
much he hoped to be cremat- 
ed with paintings in his cof- 
fin. He later denied making 
the remark. 

The Yomiuri said Saito had 
sold "Le Moulin de la 
Galette” to a subsidiary firm 
Daishowa Ashitaka which 
he set up to sell paper and 
pulp. 

The subsidiary offered the 
painting as collateral on huge 
amounts of loans from 
Daishowa Paper in 1 994. the 
daily said. 

As it became almost 
impossible for Daishowa 
Paper to collect loans from 
the subsidiary, it allowed 
Daishowa Ashitaka to sell 
the painting as part of efforts 
to repay the debts even at a 
loss, the daily said. 

No immediate comments 
were available from 
Daishowa Paper or 
Daishowa Ashitaka. 
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serving masterpieces in 
Tokyo. 

Thousands of paintings, 
often bought with bank 
loans, have since served to 
pay off debts and were kept 
in financial institutions. They 
will stay in storage until their 
value increases before they 
can be resold on the market. 


Homes continue to burn in the Mount Nelson suburb after a bushfire swept through 
the southern suburbs of the Tasmanian state capital city of Hobart (Reuters photo; 

Five homes destroyed in 
latest Australian bushfire 


HOBART. Australia » AFP) 
— More than 300 firefight- 
ers were hauling to contain 
a bushfire threatening 
homes in the southern sub- 
urbs of Hobart after five 
houses were destroyed by 
the blaze in the early hours 
of Sunday. 

Most of the homes were 
unoccupied with "for sale” 
signs on them, and fire- 
fighters believe a policy of 
encouraging householders 
to remain in their proper- 
ties rather than to evacuate 
has helped save some. 

Nobody was reported 
injured in the fire, which 
was believed to have been 
deliberately started in the 
foothills of Mount 
Wellington. 


At one stage it jumped a 
main highway south from 
Hobart to threaten Taroona, 
a suburb on the Derwent 
River. Flames fanned by 
g listing hot northerly- 

winds shot high into lire 
sky, visible for miles 
around the city, in the 
south of Australia's island 
state of Tasmania. 

The fires had burnt out 
more than 2.UOO hectares 
around the .southern sub- 
urbs of Taroona. Albion 
Heights and Kingston by 
mid afternoon and resi- 
dents were still being urged 
in stay in their homes ro 
help firefighters. 

The Australian Labour 
Party's national conference 
was getting under way 


nearby in Hobart. 

Tasmania's Fire Com- 
missioner John Gledhill 
told a news conference that 
bulldozers would be used 
to construct firebreaks to 
try to control the blaze. 

"With the lack of rain 
that we've had and the 
forecast that doesn't give 
us a lot of hope, we're 
assuming that it's going ro 
go on for some time.'' he 
said. 

The power authority had 
to switch off electricity to 
some suburbs because of 
the fire and a number of 
main roads were closed. 

Six people including four 
firefighters have died in 
bushfires across Australia 
since early December. 


India Communists willing to head 


government 


leader 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India's leading Com- 
munist party announced Sunday it would not 
say "no" if called upon to head a coalition gov- 
ernment following upcoming elections. 

The Communist Party of Jndiu-Marxist (CPI- 
M ) said the party had changed its earlier stance 
of not joining a government in New Delhi in 
the event of a hung parliament. 

"There is a change in our stand. Now we 
don't say we won’t participate in the govern- 
ment,” the Press Trust of India quoted CP1-M 
General Secretary Harkishan Singh Suijeet as 
saying in the southern city of Trivandrum. 

The CPf-M played a key role in hurriedly- 
putting together a United Front coalition after 
the 1996 polls produced a split parliament, giv- 
ing no party enough seats to lake office on its 
own. 

The Uniied Front, made up of a dozen cen- 
trist, leftist and regional groups, eventually took 
power on June 1 with the legislative bucking of 
lire Congress party. • 

However, the CP1-M refused to join the gov- 
ernment and turned down requests to head a 
ministry. The party's most prominent leader. 
Jyoti Basu. had been urged by other parties to 
become the prime minister. 

Mr. Basu, in a rare public outburst, later 
called his party’s decision a "historic blunder.” 
Since then, the hardline CPI-M has been divid- 
ed between those favouring and those opposed 
to joining a new federal government. 


The veteran Communist has been heading a 
coalition led by the CPI-M in the eastern Indi- 
an state of West Bengal since June 1977. 

The CPI-M's comments Sunday came a 
week alter Sonia Gandhi, the Italian-born 
widow of slain former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, plunged into politics in the run-up to 
the February- March ballot. 

Sonia Gandhi, 5 1 . has become the star cam- 
paigner for her husband’s moribund Congress 
party and its de-facto leader, sidelining its high- 
ly unpopular President Sitarain Kesri. 

She is. however, not a candidate in the elec- 
tions. 

Also Sunday, outgoing Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujra! hinted he would be in the run- 
ning for the top post if the Uniied From coali- 
tion managed to retain power. 

Mr. Gujral, who became prime minister in 
April as a consensus candidate, said he had 
brought dignity 10 his office. 

“There was no allegation of corruption 
against the prime minister (during my tenure) ... 
It is not u small thing, h is happening after 
many decades.” 

Unlike Mr. Gujral, the CPI-M's Basu has not 
said if he would like to be the prime minister. 

The CPI-M and three other leftist panics held 
around 50 seats in die 545- seat dissolved par- 
liament. Tire four are expected to retain the 
strength in lire new house. 


Serb official faces war crimes 
trial for Vukovar massacre 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — 
Serb war crimes suspect 
Slavko Dokmanovic. (he 
former mayor of Vukovar 
in Croatia, goes on trial 
here Monday on charges 
relating to the massacre' of 
261 people in 1991. 

Dokmanovic. was mayor 
of Vukovar. a city on Croa- 
tia’s eastern border with 
Serbia which was captured 
by the mainly-Serb 
Yugoslav National army 
(JNA) in November 1991 
after a highly destructive 
siege that marked the 
bloodiest incident of the 
four year conflict in Croat- 
ia. 

He has denied the 
charges of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity 
brought by the 
International Criminal Tri- 
bunal for the former 


Yugoslavia (ICTY). 

At the time the town fell, 
many took refuge in Vuko- 
var's hospital where 
injured soldiers and civil- 
ians were being created. 

Victorious JNA soldiers 
and Serb militia took the 
patients and others to the 
small village of Ovcara 
several kilometers away, 
and summarily executed 
most of them. 

Some 200 bodies have 
since been exhumed from a 
mass grave uncovered in 
1996 by ICTY investiga- 
tors in Ovcara. of which 73 
have been identified by rel- 
atives. 

According to the tribunal, 
Dokmanovic is directly 
implicated in the massacre, 
together with three former 
Yugoslav army officers — 
Mile Mrksie, Veselin Slji- 


vancanin and Miroslav 
Radio — all of whom 
remain at liberty. 

While Mrksie and Radio 
are now believed to have 
fled the Federal Republic 
Of Yugoslavia. ICTY offi- 
cials say Sljivancanin is in 
Belgrade at the prestigious 
National Defence College 
which trains officers for the 
Yugoslav military*. 

Despite strong 

international pressure, Bel- 
grade has repeatedly 

refused to hand over the 
three men, arguing that 
extradition of its own 
nationals is unconstitution- 
al. 

There is no doubt that 
their appearance in court 
would be a serious source 
of embarrassment to Bel- 
grade. given that at the 
time the' JNA was answer- 


able only ro Serb leaders, 
including Yugoslav Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic. 

Dokmanovic was arrest- 
ed on June 27 in Eastern 
Slavonia, the last Serb-held 
pan of Croatia, after he 
was secretly indicted on six 
charges by the U.N. tri- 
bunal in March 1996. 

His lawyers argued that 
he had been illegally "kid- 
napped” alter being lured 
to Eastern Slavonia by 
U.N. authorities. The coun 
ruled last year that the 
arrest was legal. 

Dokmanovie’s trial opens 
just four days alter Eastern 
Slavonia of which Vukovar 
is the regional capital, was 
returned to Zagreb's con- 
trol. thus completing the 
restoration of Croatian 
authority over the whole of 
its territory. 


Clinton completes six-hour grilling 
by lawyers in sex harassment case 


Washington <afp) — 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
came face to face here with 
the worst nightmare of his 
second term — Paula 
Jones, the woman who 
accuses him of sexually 
harassing her. 

Ms. Jones, initially dis- 
missed as "trailer trash" by 
Mr. Clinton backers, 
watched Saturday as the 
most powerful man in ihe 
world was grilled for nearly 
six hours by her lawyers on 
matters of a deeply person- 
al nature. 

Ms. Jones, 3 1 . asserts that 
Mr. Clinton had her escort- 
ed to a hotel room in Little 
Rock, Arkansas when he 
was governor there in 1991 
and ihe a lou-Jeve! slate 
employee. 

She alleges he dropped 
his pants and asked her for 
oral sex. Mr. Clinton denies 
the allegations. 

Ms. Jones is claiming $2 
million in damages for sex- 
ual harassment and viola- 
tion of her civil rights. 

The deposition marks the 
first time a sitting U.S. 
president has testified as a 
defendant in a coun case. 

A gagging order has been 
imposed on the videotaped 
proceedings and it was 
unclear what was said or 


whether the deposition had 
in fact been completed or 
would be resumed at a later 
date. 

Also present at the depo- 
sition were Mr. Clinton’s 
team of four lawyers, six 
attorneys representing Ms. 
Jones, a technician Taping 
the testimony, a court 
stenographer and Judge 
Susan Webber Wrighu who 
flew in from Little Rock 
and is presiding over the 
case. 

Ms. Webber, a registered 
Republican and, ironically. 
Mr. Clinton's student at the 
University of .Arkansas law 
school years ago, has 
imposed the news blackout. 

Ms. Jones was not permit- 
ted lo speak at the proceed- 
ings. 

Mr. Clinton did not com- 
ment after the deposition. 
Neither did Ms. Jones, 
apparently shaken by the 
media crush. 

"I've worked for 18 years 
and never seen anything 
like this," said Ms. Jones’ 
spokeswoman. Susan Car- 
penter McMillan, com- 
menting on the media fren- 
zy. “It was a zoo. a circus.” 

The Washington Post 
reported Saturday that Mr. 
Clinton was expected to 
deny the accusation of sex- 


ual harassment but would 
noi dispute the account of 
his former bodyguard. 
Arkansas state trooper 
Danny Ferguson, a co- 
defendant in the case who 
said in a deposition that he 
escorted Ms. Jones to Mr. 
Clinton's hotel suite. 

Though Mr. Clinton still 
asserts that he does not 
remember meeting Ms. 
Jones, for the first time he 
is admitting she came to his 
suite, the daily said. 

In a significant tactical 
switch by his defence team, 
the case now apparently 
centres on what went on 
inside the suite. 

Both sides appear 
resigned to a trial and a date 
has been fix for May 27. 
The case will boil down to 
Mr tliiiton's word against 
Ms.. Jones', with a jury of 
12 being asked to reach a 
unanimous conclusion. 

Mr. Clinton may choose 
not to testily at the trial, in 
which case his videotaped 
deposition will be unsealed. 

If the case ever goes to 
coun and Mr. Clinton has to 
testify "it will make the 
O.J. Simpson case look like 
a minor blip,” retired U.S. 
district court judge H. Lee 
Sarokin told CNN. 

The case comes at a time 


when Mr. Clinton enjoys 
the highest popularity rat- 
ings of his presidency, with 
more than 60 per cent of 
Americans approving of his 
performance. 

Ms. Jones has little popu- 
lar support but was mobbed 
by the media in a Holly- 
wood celebrity-style recep- 
tion when she arrived for 
the deposition. TV news 
reporters filmed her dining 
in a restaurant with her hus- 
band and a group of sup- 
porters late Saturday. 

According to a 
CNN/Time magazine poll, 
half the public thinks she is 
lying and only a third 
believes her. Two out of 
three people have an 
unfavourable opinion of 
her. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion shifted the deposition 
from die White House to 
the office of Mr. Clinton's 
personal lawyer, Robert 
Bennett, to deny Ms. Jones 
the advantage of being seen 
entering the building. 

Mr. Clinton, meanwhile, 
hid behind timed car win- 
dows in a motorcade 
flanked by a formidable 
Secret Service presence for 
the two-block nip to and 
from Mr. Bennett’s office. 


1 killed, 30 injured as Pakistani train ploughs into oil tanker 


MULTAN, Pakistan (AFP) — A pas- 
senger train ploughed into an oil 
truck in a central Pakistani town Sun- 
day killing the train's fireman and 
injuring at least 30 passengers, rail- 
way officials said. 

Seven coaches of the Karachi- 
bound Tezrao Express were derailed 
while iLs engine was badly damaged, 
they said. 

Officials said the accident occurred 


at an unmanned level crossing in the 
town of Khanpur, some 227 kilome- 
ters southwest of here when the oil 
tanker suddenly appeared on the 
track. 

The driver of the train applied its 
brakes but failed to stop and it 
slammed into the vehicle. 

The oil tanker was totally 
destroyed and its driver critically 
injured, witnesses said. 


They said the fireman of the train 
died soon after the collision and the 
condition of the train driver was also 
reported to be serious in hospital. 

The accident disrupted railway 
traffic on the main Islamabad- 
Karachi track, officials said; adding 
that relief trains had been rushed 
from nearby stations and rescue work 
was in progress. 
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Do not abuse our 


hospitality 


THE SLAYING of eight people at an Iraqi 
businessman’s home on Saturday night, 
including an Iraqi diplomat and his wife, 
beyond its viciousness and sadness is cause 
for grave concern. Amman cannot and must 
not be turned into a theatre for rivalries and 
a killing ground for any group, whether 
Iraqi or otherwise. When Jordan chose to 
keep its borders open with Iraq and wel- 
comed our Iraqi brethren to live and work 
here it did so for the sake of the 18 million 
or so individuals who have suffered and 
continue to suffer under the U.N.-imposed 
sanctions. No matter whether it is Iraqi offi- 
cials or businessmen who live in and do 
business through the Kingdom, Jordanians 
will not tolerate any misuse of their hospi- 
tality and sympathy. 

While we have to wait for the results of the 
investigation into Saturday night’s atro- 
cious crime and hope that it has no political 
motive, we cannot but be disturbed more by 
the professional manner in which it was 
carried out. Meanwhile this latest inhuman 
act and the attempt earlier this month on 
the life of the Iraqi commercial attache can 
only tell us one thing: that the sanctions 
have had untold effects not just on the mate- 
rial well-being of the Iraqi people but also 
on their psychology' and morale. For an offi- 
cial or a son or a business partner tob^cdme 
involved in conspiring to kill their col- 
leagues or relatives or friends speaks vol- 
umes about the state of affairs in which the 
Iraqis, inside their country and abroad, 
have found themselves. Such materially and 
morally corrupting sanctions must there- 
fore be brought to an end and justice to all 
be served. 

We have trust and confidence that our 
security authorities will spare no effort and 
leave no stone unturned in a bid to find out 
who was behind the ugly crime at AI Rabia. 
The heinous act's perpetrators will ulti- 
mately be apprehended and brought to jus- 
tice, we are sure. Until then, the circum- 
stances surrounding the multiple killings 
and their aim will remain a puzzle that 
should be solved. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT IS gratifying to see the U.S. admin rstrntron recog- 
nising Jordan's relentless endeavours to reform its 
economy and its commitment to the peace process, but 
the Kingdom requires practical steps and more aid so 
that it can ensure sustainable development and remain 
dedicated to the cause of lasting peace, according to an 
editorial in Ai Aswaq doily Sunday. The paper said that 
the $225 million allocated in the U.S. 1999 fiscal bud- 
get in aid to Jordan is very little compared to the task it 
has been shouldering and the sacrifices it has made with 
the hope of achieving a lasting peace in the Middle 
East. In order that Jordan can become attractive to the 
investors it should be helped through greater amounts 
of aid to finance its infrastructure and other basic pro- 
jects. said the paper. Rescheduling of Jordan's debts to 
the outside world, offering the Kingdom more financial 
help and opening the door for Jordan to market its prod- 
ucts in Europe and the U.S. are requirements that can 
ensure further stability in the region, said the paper. It is 
hoped, added the paper, that the U.S. and Europe would 
translate their recognition of Jordan's pivoted role in 
this region into greater amounts of aid and so contribute 
more practically towards ensuring the region's security 
and stability. 


OREIB RINTAWI. a writer for AI Dustour. drew a 
comparison between the situations in Turkey following 


the banning of the Welfare Islamic party and Algeria 
which denied the Islamic Salvation Party the right to 
rule. In both Turkey and Algeria the Islamists won pop- 
ular support through democratic means but both parties 
have been deprived the chance to attain their aspira- 
tions. nored the writer. The Islamists in Turkey and 
Algeria in fact reaped most of the votes in the parlia- 
mentary elections but the military institutions in both 
countries seem to be determined to counter any moves 
by the Islamists to assume power, he added. In both 
countries the political developments have manifested 
the fragility of democracy and stripped the regimes of 
all credibility', according to the writer. But the main 
question remains now whether the Islamists of Turkey- 
will follow in the footsteps of the Islamists in Algeria 
and go underground and whether the Islamists of 
Turkey will join the Kurds in u violent struggle against 
the military to achieve their objectives. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Towards a strategy for reducing 
unemployment and poverty 


st 


UNEMPLOY ME NT HAS become 
an issue of concern for countries at 
all levels of development. Nearly 
one billion people (about 30 per cent 
of the entire global labour force) are 
out of work with unemployment 
exceeding 10 per cent in most 
regions of the world. Such rates 
threaten regional and global stabili- 
ty. The director general of the 
International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) could not have been more 
accurate when he said that the 
“Current levels of unemployment 
make no economic sense and are 
neither politically nor economically 
sustainable." 

According to an ILO report, the 
reasons for such global unemploy- 
ment figures are numerous. They 
include: Low growth rates in indus- 
trialised countries since 1973: fail- 
ure in most developing economies to 
recover fully from the economic cri- 
sis of the early )9S0s: 
slow adjustment of 
wages to declining 
labour productivity; the 
emergence of wage 
inflation which lasted 
until the mid-19S0s; the 
growth of long-term 
unemployment: and the 
increasing apathy by 
millions of workers. 

For the developed 
countries, the rise of 
imports from low-wage 
countries has caused 
several problems. The 
loss of manufacturing 
jobs. especially in 
labour-intensive indus- 1 
tries, has increased. Existing dispar- 
ities between the incomes of the high 
skilled and the low-skilled have 
widened as labour-intensive jobs 
were drawn to the low-wage coun- 
tries thus decreasing the demand in 
high-wage countries for low-skilled 
labour. Furthermore, the outflow of 
investment from the developed 
countries to the developing 
increased as producers were lured to 
the less developed by the lower costs 
there — this argument may not hold 
true in many cases where investors 
prefer high-tech, capital abundant 
markets. 

In developing countries, the causes 
for unemployment include high rates 
of growth in the labour force. On 
average, the rate of growth of the 
labour force in developing countries 
has been 2 per cent per annum. This 
rate, given a 6 per cent rate of infla- 
tion. places a tremendous pressure 
on the developing economies to 
grow at rates that exceed 8 per cent 
in order to fully compensate for the 
increase in labour and prices. Alas. 
Jordan is not an exception. 

The 1997 unemployment rate in 
Jordan, as stated in the recent budget 
speech of the finance minister, was 
15. 1 per cent. To compound Jordan's 


problem the labour force grows at 5 
per cent per annum — one of the 
highest growth rates in the world. 
Given an inflation rate of 3 per cent 
last year, the economy must grow at 
close to 8 per cent in order for the 
unemployment rate not to increase. 
And since the Jordanian market is 
small in size, its growth must be 
export-led. particularly in the indus- 
trial sector. In other words. Jordan 
must wholeheartedly pursue export- 
creation and. because the present 
investment level of 33 per cent of the 
GDP is not sufficient to achieve a 
growth rate of greater than 8 per 
cent, the inflow of investment, both 
foreign and domestic, must be 
encouraged. 

However, for Jordan to achieve 
such an economic growth rate, 
which by-the-way exceeds the 
growth rate of last year by almost 3 
percentage points, there must be a 


The capacity of the poor has to 
be strengthened through the 
provision of rural infrastructure, 
credit schemes and improved 
access to education and health 
services, particularly outside 
the rural sector” 


Another problem is that the banking 
sector may not respond swiftly 
enough to the needs of new produc- 
ers for investment funds and work- 
ing capital, especially those of small 
and medium enterprises. Also, there 
may be bottlenecks in infrastructure 
such as power generation and roads 
and highways or shortages in skilled 
labour and regional disparities in 
distribution. The full application of 
the aptly named Social Productivity 
Programme (SPP) should help 
ensure that short run pains are 
reduced without sacrificing the long- 
term gains. 

As for poverty (22 per cent of the 
population is presently below the 
poverty line), the government must 
create a reform strategy that 
improves the method of delivery of 
social benefits, and makes the unem- 
ployment benefit system more 
friendly to implement. Furthermore. 

the tax system must be 
reformed to alleviate 
the problems of the 
“working poor" — a 
good percentage of 
Jordan's poor 

employed at below sus- 
tenance. Both the SPP 
and the most current 
changes in the tax sys- 
tem toward penalising 
consumption should 
work in favour of 
Jordan's reform strare- 


strong social consensus on the gov- 
ernment strategy. This is best accom- 
plished through the creation of an 
institutional linkup between the pri- 
vate and public sectors. Sporadic, 
non-transparent, and random acts of 
disclosure leave room for witch doc- 
tors and witch-bunts that nobody 
wants or needs, thereby ultimately 
derailing the drive for growth. Thus. 
Jordan must continue its present 
economic reform programme which 
is based on market stabilisation, 
removal of market distortions, and 
market liberalisation. 

However, the primary problem 
with economic reform — markedly 
market liberalisation — is that job 
destruction in uncompetitive jobs 
occurs rapidly while job creation in 
newly competitive activities is usual- 
ly slower paced. Alternatively stated, 
the incidence of jobs lost is faster 
than that of the jobs created through 
trade. Therefore, market reform cre- 
ates a serious problem: A rise in 
transitional unemployment, which 
necessitates a significant govern- 
ment investment. Why? Because 
capital stock (investment) is usually 
fixed in the short run and hence job 
creation even in the most ideal cir- 
cumstances comes after a time Iue. 


gy- 

However. market 
reform may not be suf- 
ficienj for reducing 
poverty and income 
inequality simply because the poor, 
who are typically assetless, unedu- 
cated. and without access to credit, 
will not be able to respond fast 
enough to the new opportunities cre- 
ated by the market reform, thereby 
significantly weakening the effect of 
u trickle-down solution. Therefore, 
the capacity of the poor has to be 
strengthened through the provision 
of rural infrastructure, credit 
schemes and improved access to 
education and health services, par- 
ticularly outside the rural sector. 
These are areas that are ftiHy 
addressed by the SPP. in particular 
through the microfinance and infra- 
structure components. 

Overall. Jordan may be on the right 
track in combating unemployment 
and poverty. Both the economic sta- 
bilisation and market reform pro- 
gramme and the SPP tend to com- 
plement each other. Increasing the 
growth rate beyond what has been 
achieved already must become a 
necessity that is on the mind of each 
consumer and producer. The battle 
for Jordan must be relentless and 
long-term. If it took us at least three 
decades to get to where we are. a few 
years to get to where we want to be 
may be necessary. 


Netanyahu ratchets up violence threat 


Bv Rav Hanania 


AS THE Middle East 
“peace process" disinte- 


grates. the threat of violence 


continues to increase. 

Caught between unful- 
filled promises from the 
Israelis and misled both by 
American Jewish leaders 
and Israel's Labour Party. 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat faces the difficult 
task of trying to equalise his 
weight in the peace process 
against the weight of the 
government of hardline 
extremist Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Arafat had walked into the 
peace process willingly, 
having been promised by 
the left-leaning Labour 
Part)' and the late Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, that 
a “fair" peace agreement 
could be reached that 
addressed two goals: 
Israel's security needs and 
claims on land based on 
military conquest; and. the 
Palestinian need for a 
homeland in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Both sides recognised 
from the beginning that the 
process would be long, hard 
and would include several 
topics that were simply 
unresolvable such as the 
future status of Jerusalem. 

Despite these obstacles. 
Rabin and Arafat agreed 
that ii was in the best inter- 
ests of their own people to 
proceed on this shaky road 
than to allow the status quo 
with its festering open 
wounds to continue to be 
exploited by extremists on 


both sides whose only goal 
is the total destruction of the 
other. 

Rabin and Arafat recog- 
nised that the alternative to 
peace was the real threat of 
a new war. or worse and 
more likely, a prolonged 
war of violence and 
counter-violence that would 
plunge the iwo peoples into 
a downward cycle of 
destruction and take more 
Jewish and Arab lives. 

Today, with Rabin mur- 
dered at the hands of right- 
wingers and an unrepentant 
settler fanatic, and the 
Labour government 

replaced by Netanyahu's 
hardline coalition of "rejec- 
tionists." the prospects for 
peace continue to dim. 

The likelihood of increas- 
ing violence is great, and 
only a matter of lime. 

This pessimism is reflect- 
ed by Arafat, who was pre- 
sented with Netanyahu’s 
idea of a fair deal: “You 
guarantee that Israel live in 
total peace in what amounts 
to 80 per cent of the disput- 
ed land of the Former British 
mandated Palestine, and the 
Palestinians accept the 
remaining 20 per cent as a 
bantusian where you can 
conduct minor activities of 
semi-independence." 

Obviously. Netanyahu's 
concept of a fair negotiation 
is to set pre-conditions that 
remove from the table the 
majority of what Israel 
demands, and only allow 
compromise and even dis- 
cussion those small issues 
Israel is willing to concede. 

Netanyahu finds himself 


in circumstances far differ- 
ent from one of his mentors, 
former Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin. 

Claiming to genuinely 
desire a "real peace.” Begin 
lied to the late Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat 
falsely promising that peace 
between Israel and Egypt 
would one day lead to peace 
between Israel and ail of the 
other Arab peoples, includ- 
ing the Palestinians. 

When the Egvptiun-Israeli 
peace accords were signed. 
Begin simply stopped all 
discussion on other issues 
of concern to the rest of the 
Arab World. Begin had 
achieved his primary goal: 
By removing Egypt from its 
Arab alliances, he virtually 
made it impossible for the 
Arabs to launch another real 
war against Israel. With 
Egypt gone. Israel easily 
ignored the Syrian regime 
and began pressuring the 
more moderate government 
of Jordan. 

Netanyahu's strategy was 
to seek the same goal. But 
even with a peace accord 
signed with Jordan, and 
with Netanyahu taking on 
Bcgin's hardline stand, little 
has changed from the con- 
fusion that the Begin-Sadnt 
peace accords left the 
Middle East. 

The Arabs cannot launch a 
conventional war as they did 
in 1973. but the threat of 
violence is now even greater 
from the growing ranks of 
extremists among both the 
Israelis and the Arabs. 

What Netanyahu ignores 
out of sheer disregard For 


the security of the entire 
region, is that violence per- 
petrated by individual 
groups outside of the peace 
process (including his own 
supporters in the fanatic 
Israeli settler movement) is 
not linked to the dynamics 
of regional Arab politics. 

The threat of increased 
violence is directly contin- 
gent on the actions of Israel. 

By reaching a genuine 
peace with the Palestinians, 
the Israelis can remove the 
Palestine Question from the 
heart of the Arab-Isrueli 
conflict, and pull the rug 
ouL albeit slowly, from 
under the extremists who 
seek to use violence to pre- 
vent a genuine peace. 

Bur by .seeking a disingen- 
uous peace, as he is now 
doing with Arafat. 
Netanyahu is setting the 
stage for a Middle East that 
will someday be dominated 
by rigidly fanatic Jewish 
and Arab terrorists who. 
using religion as a founda- 
tion. will eventually destroy 
Israel and all hopes for a 
democratic, non-sectarian 
Palestine state. 

The manner of this 
destruction is not obvious to 
the people in the region. 

But when it does become 
clear, it will probably be far 
loo late to stop. 


Ray Hanania is a 
Palestinian Arab American 
journalist and author. His 
columns are archived 
on the Internet at 
www.hanania.com. 



Human Rights File 
Where Turkey’s 
Constitutional Court 
may have fumbled 


By Waleed M. Sadi 


TURKEY’S CONSTITUTIONAL Court decision to ban the 
Islamist Welfare Party raises interesting questions for human 
rights jurisprudence. For starters, it is now commonly under- 
stood that no country in this time and age is free to adopt 
laws and apply them without taking into full consideration 
international norms as codified in international treaties. The 
provisions of these human rights treaties have become pan 
of the hard customary international law and therefore legal- 
ly binding even on those states that have yet to ratify them. 

’ For Ankara which is destined to play a pivotal roie in the 
Middle East on more than one front and is seeking member- 
ship in the European Union (EU). it is obviously incumbent 
on it to be cognizant of two basic guidelines: First, the 
European human rights convention which prescribes the 
ground rules for all European nations on freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion. Second, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPRl which in 
essence codified into legally binding provisions the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights which is now con- 
sidered as part of the soft customary international law. 

Unfortunately for Turkey and the cause of human rights 
worldwide. Ankara is not among the some 140 countries 
which have ratified or acceded to 1CCPR. This Turkish 
reservation about adhering to this particular international 
covenant obviously gives ammunition to its enemies within 
Europe to block its membership in the EU. Worse still, this 
hesitation to yield to basic international human rights instru- 
ments undermines Ankara's quest for critical regional and 
international roles commensurate with its military, political 
and economic profiles would remain undermined by the 
unfinished business on human rights law. Friends of Turkey 
who appreciate and prize its many positive national attrib- 
utes look to Ankara for leadership not only on the military, 
political and economic levels but also on the human rights 
and humanitarian fronts as well. The fact that Ankara has not 
yet acceded to ICCPR does not absolve its courts from 
applying its articles as part of the binding customary inter- 
national law. 

The latest judicial decision by the highest court of the 
country did a big disservice to Turkey's long-term interests 
insofar as the ban it ordered was extended to the entire party 
and not confined to its leader Necmettin Erbakan who bad 
allegedly endorsed violent means lo gain power for his patty'. 
It seems that the controversial verdict was adopted without 
full regard to international norms on human rights especial- 
ly ICCPR. The rule of thumb under international human 
rights jurisprudence is that no nation can legislate against 
any political party- or activity unless it advocates or resorts to 
force in the advancement of its cause or preaches and pro- 
motes racial, ethnic or religious discrimination or incite- 
ment. In this context Articles 1 S. 19. 20. 21 and 22 of ICCPR 
are relevant. Article 18 stipulates that “everyone (including 
political parties) "shall have the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion. This right shall include freedom to 
have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and free- 
dom, either individually or in community with others and in 
public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in wor- 
ship. observance, practice and teaching." These rights have 
been construed by the Committee of Human Rights as 
encompassing the right to wear Islamic dress. Article 19 
slates that “everyone (including political parties) shall have 
the right to hold’ opinions without interference." Article 20 
adds that “any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by 
law. Any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that 
constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or vio- 
lence shall be prohibited by law." The Turkish court in this 
instance did not rest irs judgement on any of these guidelines 
and this is where the court may have committed a major 
judicial error. Where the Turkish law appears to run counter 
to these principles, the court in question is duty bound to 
interpret the Turkish law in conformity with these articles of 
international law. Where this judicial improvisation is 
impossible, the organic law of the country needs to be 
amended accordingly. 

TTie complexity of the recent decision against the Islamist 
Welfare Party and its leader Erbakan therefore stems from 
the possible conflict between international norms and the 
organic laws of the country which stipulate that any activity 
that runs counter to secularism is a taboo. Obviously the 
Constitutional Court has established that the Welfare Parry’s 
platform violates secularism. The issue, though, remains io 
be whether under international norms this legal rationale can 
stand in an international or European tribunal. Most proba- 
bly the European Court of Human Rights would rule against 
Turkey in this instance should it accept to look into the case 
and exercise jurisdiction over it. There is no way that the 
European Convention on Human Rights or the Human 
Rights Committee charged with the mandate of monitoring 
the application of ICCPR would yield to the legal reasoning 
of the Constitutional Court of Turkey per se unless it finds 
that the Welfare Party s plurtorm violates restrictions similar 
to those outlined in the aforementioned Article 20 ol 
ICCPR. 

On the other hand. Ankara may not feel bound by any such 
European or international verdict unless its interest in 
becoming a European nation supersedes its strict adherence 
to its own interpretation of the constitution and other laws of 
the land. Should Turkey regard its objective of becoming a 
member of the select European club a supreme, it is only 
natural that it should accept to be bound by its rules, 

Turkey s profile on human rights law though improving all 
the time is still due for a fresh review and reconsideration. 
The country has steadily increased its membership in sever- 
al human rights conventions, such as the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Convention on 
the Elimination ol All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women, the Convention on the Political Rights of Women, 
the Convention Against Torture, the Slavery Convention of 
1926, the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and 
its Protocol. All these conventions are highly important but 
short of ratifying ICCPR. Ankara's perspective on human 
nghts law would remain short of the international Target. 

Tt-j S ^ 0U ^ m forefront of countries whether in the 
Middle East or in Europe which sign and ratify the principal 
Internationa] human rights instruments. Unless Ankara opts 
to follow in the footsteps of so many states and become 3 
state party to ICCPR. its courts may not feel obliged to apply 
its provisions on mere technical Grounds. Had Turkey rati- 
fied the ICCPR. there would be~no doubt that its high* 1 
coun would have had to hand down a different judgement 
on the legality of the Welfare Party. The Constitutional Court 
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Prince Hassan calls on reporters to 
assume responsible professional role 


Russian shoppers get choosier 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

journalists in order to help 
'them improve iheir profes- 
sional skills and deaf with 
new developments in die 
field of communication. 

He called for media 
organisations to cooperate 
in establishing a media 
training institute to train 
journalists and upgrade 
their skills. 

The Prince also pointed to 
the rapid development in 
information technology and 


iis> influence on the 
exchange of data in a world 
that is increasingly becom- 
ing a true global village. 

Inlormation is an impor- 
tant weapon that we should 
arm ourselves with in order 
to defend our causes and to 
build a better Jordan." he 
said. 

“It would be a helpful 
source that would convey 
our message to the world 
[transferring usj from being 
importers of news to 
exporters” he said. 


He also called for a work- 
ing relationship between 
the newspapers and the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra. 
The agency, he said, could 
become a mixed entity with 
public and private owner- 
ship. 

Prince Hassan also called 
for the establishment of an 
information centre "that 
would be a national refer- 
ence point for newspapers 
and researchers to make use 
off 


Arafat threatens to restart intifada; U.S. 
asks PNA to crack down on terrorism 


(Continued from page ]} 

controlling terrorism." 

Mr. Netanyahu, she 

added, must "look at whai 
is possible in terms of the 
commitment made for the 
further redeployment, and 
then to move to permanent 
status talks” concerning 
the West Bank. 

Ms. Albright also 

expressed disappointment 
at the LLS. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum's deci- 
sion last week to effective- 
ly bar Mr. Arafat from 
paying it a visit (see story 
on page 12). 


Mr. Arafat had planned 
tu Mop by the Washington 
museum during his stay in 
Washington. 

"1 think that's too bad.” 
she said of the museum’s 
decision. "We have many 
people say that it is impor- 
tant for Arafat to under- 
stand what was really a 
defining moment in Jew- 
ish history, which is the 
Holocaust. ” 

For his pan. Samuel 
Berger, Mr. Clinton's 
national security adviser, 
said the U.S. * president 
would urge the two leaders 
“to get back into a serious 


negotiation” and revive 
the moribund talks. 

”It’s very important now 
for the parties to make 
tough decisions, to get 
back to the table, to get 
into permanent status 
negotiations, which can 
revive the peace process 
and achieve a lasting 
peace.” he said on CBS 
Television. 

“There is not an unlimit- 
ed amount of time here.” 
he added. "This is time for 
tough decisions.” 


8, including Iraqi 
DCM, murdered 
in A1 Rabbia 


(Continued from page I) ■ 

weeks. Rahim Taher. the 
Iraqi embassy's commercial 
attache, escaped unharmed 
when an assailant opened fire 
on him. Authorities have 
implicated at least 1 1 Iraqis, 
including his mother-in-law 
in the attack they said was 
carried out due to family 
problems. 

A judicial source who 
requested anonymity, told die 
Jordan Times that the attack 
occurred between 11:00 and 
1 2:00 p.m. on Saturday night 

He said five of the eight, 
including Hajo. 45. were 
found dead in various parts of 
the villa with their throats slit. 
All of them sustained stabs in 
their chest and stomach. 

He added that Hajo. with 
scars found ■ on his wrists, 
appeared to have been the 
only victim to resist the 
attackers. 

He said that eight to ten 
stabs were found on the body 
of the Iraqi diplomat while 
his wife received at least five. 

Four of the bodies were 
found on the villa’s first floor 
— including that of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hajo. Two others were 
found on the second floor, 
while the Egyptian guards 
and a third body were found 
in the house's basement, the 
source said. 

He said police arrived at the 
scene after the Greek woman, 
who was apparently George's 
girl friend and was living with 
him, managed to reach the 
phone and call for help. 

The judicial official said 
thai the victims were forced 
to sit on a chair, where they 
were tied and stabbed at a 
later time. 

”1 have investigated many 
murders but this is the ugliest 
and most horrible crime I 
have ever seen in my life.” 


the source said. • 

"The way they tied their 
victims and slaughtered them 
proves that the killings were 
carried out by very' profes- 
sional murderers,” he added. 

"Our initial investigation 
revealed that the anackers 
spent at least 12 hours in the 
house before they committed 
their crime.” the source said. 

"We cannot role out a polit- 
ical motive behind the attack 
but our primary investiga- 
tions indicate that business 
differences may be behind 
the crime." the source said. 

The official said that the 
files found at the residence of 
George shows that the Iraqi 
businessman has concluded 
business contracts worth mil- 
lions of dollars in the past 
few weeks. 

“He is a well-organised 
businessman. We found all 
the names and details of his 
contracts, debts and proper- 
ties worldwide.” the source 
said. 

He said that Ms. Lidaki told 
interrogators before undergo- 
ing an operation at AJ Bashir 
Hospital that the attackers 
stabbed the victims one after 
the other after eying their 
hands and legs while sitting 
on chairs. 

The woman, placed under 
tight security, is recovering 
from chest and stomach 
wounds ai the hospital, the 
source said. 

She told investigators that 
the anackers took her by sur- 
prise as she entered the house 
on Saturday afternoon. 

"They tied my legs with 
ropes and tapes and pur me 
on a chair.” Ms. Lidaki 
reportedly told the investiga- 
tors before she was rushed to 
hospital. 

■The testimony of the 
Greek woman will be crucial 
to identify' those behind the 


attack,” the judicial source 
said. 

The source said that police 
investigations have discov- 
ered that the victims were 
killed in a spree that lasted 
less than half an hour. 

A security source, who 
asked not to be named, told 
the Jordan Times that Mr. 
Ouji, a relative of the well- 
known Iraqi millionaire 
Nuzmi Ouji hud business 
links with Jordanian partners. 

The source said that 
George had been married to 
an Iraqi woman, whom he 
divorced in the past few 
years. 

After the divorce, she left 
with her son Sahim to the 
United States but later on sent 
her son to live with his father, 
the source said. 

A spokesman of the Iraqi 
foreign ministry, which broke 
the news after several hours, 
denounced the attacks and 
called for an immediate 
investigation into the “cow- 
ardly" killing. 

"It was a disgusting mas- 
sacre.” a stunned Iraqi offi- 
cial told Agence France 
Presse in Baghdad. 

"Even if it is too early to 
comment, we believe a third 
party may have had a hand in 
it,” he said. 

But another official here 
reproached the Jordanian 
authorities saying they "must 
provide the security to pre- 
vent the recurrence of such 
incidents." 

The Iraqi government said 
that it will dispatch the for- 
eign ministry undersecretary, 
Sa’ad Al Faisal, and a senior 
security official to follow up 
on the investigation. 


amid battle of brands 


By Max Ognev 

Agence France Presse 

MOSCOW — Russian 
shoppers, who were 
forced to wait for hours 
in long queues to buy 
scarce and drearily- 
packaged goods in Sovi- 
et times, are now dazzled 
by a glut of brightly- 
coloured boxes and 
wrappers — both West- 
ern and Russian. 

After market reforms 
were launched in 1992 
Russians quickly had to 
get familiar with a host 
of Western brands com- 
peting fiercely to tickle 
their lastebuds. but 
domestic manufacturers 
are now catching up fast. 

"I was so surprised 
when 1 found that the 
yoghurt I had bought 
was produced in Rus- 
sia,” said Yelena Ivanov- 
na. a pensioner. “The 
container is so colourful 
— we’re not used to 
such beautiful packag- 
ing.” 

fn the past two years 


Russian food processing 
plants have poured 
money into brand devel- 
opment and packaging. 

“They have realised 
that to make their prod- 
ucts competitive in Rus- 
sia. they now have to 
bring their brand market- 
ing up to international 
standards,” said Alexan- 
der Nikolayev, a manag- 
er at the Swedish pack- 
aging firm Tetra-Pak in 
Moscow. 

Tetra-Pak. which spe- 
cialises in packaging 
milk and fruit juice, is 
pioneering aseptic tech- 
nology in the Russian 
market. 

About 75 per cent of 
liquid food products are 
packed in aseptic materi- 
als in Western countries, 
but in Russia the figure 
is just two per cent. 
Nikolayev said. 

Aseptic technology 
allows the producer to 
keep liquids fresh for 
months — a major 
advantage in Russia, 
where distributors have 


to cope with enormous 
distances to reach con- 
sumers. 

"We have been work- 
ing here since 1993 and 
now cover more than 90 
per cent of the market.” 
said Nikolayev. 

In 1 997. Tetra-Pak sup- 
plied more than 1.5 bil- 
lion packets to the Russ- 
ian market, compared 
with 1.2 billion in 1996. 

"In Russia, manufac- 
turers have to transport 
products over very long 
distances, for example to 
the Far East. Often milk 
is transported through 
regions with different 
temperatures. So Tetra- 
Pak and other aseptic 
technology companies 
regard this market as 
extremely promising,” 
Nikolayev said. 

Tetra-Pak supplies its 
technology to 150 coun- 
tries. and has invested in 
two packaging plants in 
Russia so far. But Russ- 
ian companies are rapid- 
ly catching up with 
sophisticated Western 


brands. 

"We had to be compet- 
itive to survive,” said 
Vera Sedanova, a man- 
ager at the Lionozovsky 
dairy in Moscow. 

"We are now focusing 
on developing new pack- 
aging designs as well as 
new products." 

In 1997 the plant 
developed 10 new 
brands of yoghurt and a 
new pudding. "It was 
quite difficult for us. 
because just designing 
the packet's picture 
alone costs about 
$4,500,” she told AFP. 

The plant signed a S25 
million contract with 
Omnia and Senoplast of 
Italy to install modem 
packaging technology. 

“This year, we started 
to produce 125-gramme 
pots of fruit yoghurt, 
which are more conve- 
nient. but also unusual 
for Russia, where tradi- 
tionally yoghurt has 
been sold only in 250- 
gramme containers.” 
Sedanova said. 


"Our new pots are 
aseptic, look like import- 
ed ones and the quality is 
even better by some 
parameters.” 

Many Russians prefer 
to buy domestic dairy 
produce, rather than 
imported brands. 

"I always buy only 
Russian. I buy imported 
only if 1 want to try it." 
said Aleftina Semyonov- 
na. a pensioner. 

"A few years ago wc 
had no choice, because 
there were only Russian 
goods, and very few of 
them. But now we can 
choose not only between 
Russian and imported 
brands but also between 
various Russian brands." 

Price is paramount for 
Aleftina. who gets a pen- 
sion of just “350 new' 
rubles ($57). 

"I can afford 1 .7 rubles 
for a yoghurt. I like them 
very' much. Ten years 
ago I would never have 
dreamed of earing 
coconut or pineapple 
yoghurts.” she said. 


Jordan awaits implementation of Oslo accords, 
rejects Israel’s security maps — Crown Prince 


(Continued from page 1 1 

Ramon, that a Palestinian 
state will be established 
in Jordan, and the posi- 
tion of Labour leader 
Ehud Barak in this 
regard, the Crown Prince 
said the Labour leader 
was unequivocal in 
stressing Israel’s com- 
mitment to respecting the 
sovereignty of • Jordan 
and the peace treaty. 

“Barak did not say any- 
thing that would indicate 
non-acceptance of the 
basis of the treaty which 
is based on respecting the 
sovereignty of the 
Hashemite" Kingdom of 
Jordan. There is no 
change in that position," 
the Crown Prince said. 

He noted that neither 
Mr. Barak nor Mr. 
Sharon showed any devi- 


ation from their commit- 
ment to the treaty, which 
Jordan signed with the 
state of Israel, and not 
with a single political 
party. 

Prince Hassan said that 
the clash of interests over 
resources and land that is 
being translated into 
maps pertains to the 
occupied territories and 
Israel and not to Jordan. 

“The problem that 
remains unresolved is the 
capacity of the land in 
relation to water, social 
and topographic needs in 
light of the emigration to 
Israel of 600.000 to 
700.000 Russian immi- 
grants, the natural popu- 
lation growth and the 
limited “ resources," the 
Crown Prince said. 

On the issue of Pales- 
tinian refugees. Crown 


Prince Hassan reiterated 
Jordan’s support for their 
right of return and/or 
compensation. 

He said the refugees 
problem is an over-arch- 
ing issue that involves 
four host countries in 
addition to the PNA. 
Accordingly, no single 
country’ can solve the 
refugee problem individ- 
ually, hence coordination 
of stands is needed 
between the host coun- 
tries and the PNA. 

“We say ’yes’ for com- 
pensation and the right of 
return and to national 
unity, and no to settle- 
ment of refugees [in their 
host countries]," he said. 

The word “normalisa- 
tion” must be defined, he 
said, in answer to a ques- 
tion about Jordanian- 
Israeli relations, pointing 


out thd need for bridging 
the gap between ideology 
and pragmatism. 

Jordan’s trade relations 
with the Palestinians 
must be developed, he 
said, noting that Israeli 
exports to the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip reach- 
es S2.5 billion, while Jor- 
danian exports to Pales- 
tinian areas does not 
exceed - $7 million annu- 
ally. 

Developing trade relar. 
tions between the Pales- 
tinians and Jordan would 
decrease the dependence 
of the Palestinian econo- 
my on Israel and help 
consolidate the Palestin- 
ian identity, he empha- 
sised. adding that Jor- 
dan’s trade with the Arab 
World exceeds that of 
any other country in the 
region. 


As for Jordan’s deci- 
sion to send an observer 
to the controversial Turk- 
ish-lsraeli "search and 
rescue” exercises held in 
the Mediterranean Sea on 
January 5, Crown Prince 
Hassan said that Jordan 
needs to develop its lim- 
ited naval capabilities in 
order to deal with possi- 
ble crisis in the Gulf of 

Aqaba. 

Saying that there have 
been similar exercises in 
the past in which some 
Arab countries partici- 
pated. the Crown Prince 
questioned the motives 
behind the criticism 
launched against Jordan 
for its participation espe- 
cially at this timing. 


Israeli cabinet delays decision on troop 
pullback until after Washington talks 


(Continued from page 1) 
Radio. 

“This would reduce and 
nor broaden the chances 
of reaching an agree- 
ment,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
wanted to tell Mr. Clinton 
"our limits and our flexi- 
bility" over the troop pull- 
back. "We need to know if 
they are talking about one 
redeployment of two. 
Then I can return and we 
can make a decision,” he 
said. 

Israeli officials, mean- 
while. expressed confi- 
dence Mr. Clinton would 
not press Mr. Netanyahu 
to change his hardline 
stance and come up with a 
pullback plan acceptable 
to the Palestinians. 

"We are very reassured 
by the moderate tone 
taken by the Americans. 
They have no reason to 
pressure Israel. Nothing 


dramatic is expected from 
the Washington meeting," 
Mr. Netanyahu’s media 
adviser David Bar-HIan 
told AFP. 

The United States has 
said it wants Mr. 
Netanyahu to conduct a 
quick and "significant" 
troop withdrawal and to 
commit to a further with- 
drawal before mid- 199 8 
in return for written 
Palestinian commitments 
to launch an offensive 
against anti-Israeli 

activists. 

Bui Mr. Netanyahu 
plans to handover at most 
12 per cent of the West 
Bank and only if the 
Palestinians agree to 
forgo the later withdraw- 
al. Israel Radio said. 

If the Palestinians 
refuse, the 12 per cent 
would be divided into the 
two phases, the radio said. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, who meets 


Mr. Clinron on Thursday, 
called on the United 
States to put pressure on 
Mr. Netanyahu. But the 
White House admirted 
Friday that its expecta- 
tions for the Washington 
talks "frankly, are not 
great." 

"We are realistic about 
where we are at this 
moment and just know 
that we have to continue 
to try to press forward and 
continue to get the parties 
to focus on the choices 
they must make,” 
spokesman Michael 

McCurry said Friday. 

Israeli deputy defence 
minister. Silvan Shalom, 
said Sunday he was 
"happy to see the Ameri- 
cans have decided not to 
go to blows over this. We 
can’t reach an arrange- 
ment when it’s imposed 
on us. We need to reach it 
with agreement.” 

“Israel is ready to re- 


deploy its troops in the 
West Bank and to enter 
accelerated negotiations 
on a final settlement with 
the Palestinians. We hope 
to go forward in the peace 
process if the Palestinians 
respect their commit- 
ments,” Mr. Bar-lllan 
said. 

The cabinet has set a list 
of demands which it says 
the Palestinians must ful- 
fil — most concerning a 
security crackdown " — 
before any redeployment 
takes place. 

Israeli critics and the 
Palestinians have dis- 
missed the list as a ploy, 
accusing Mr. Netanyahu 
of setting unreasonable 
demands to prevent the 
pullback from ever taking 
place. 

The Palestinians have 
rejected any cancellation 
of the later withdrawal 
and have insisted Israel 
must hand over 90 per 


cent of the West Bank by 
mid- 1998. citing details in 
1995 self-rule accords. 

Mr. Netanyahu will face 
a dry reception at the 
White House, stripped of 
protocol: an hour-long 

meeting with Mr. Clinton 
without the traditional 
press conference after- 
wards or the usual dinner 
with the U.S. president. 

Mr. Arafat will receive 
the same treatment, 
prompting protests from 
: Israel that the Israeli 
prime minister is being 
put on the same protocol 
level as the Palestinian 
president. 

Cold-shouldered by Mr. 
Clinton. Mr. Netanyahu 
will also meet with the 
head of Mr. Clinton’s 
opposition in Congress. 
Newt Gingrich, ns well as 
Jewish and right-wing 
Christian, leaders. 


EU ministers due in Algeria today 


(Continued from page 1) 
native Spain. 

’The troika visit is an 
vety important step — it 
will permit the exploration 
of the possibility of new 
steps ” he told the El Pais 
newspaper. 

Prompting the trip is 
European shock at a new 
wave of massacres in 
which, according to press 
reports, more than 1.500 
people have died since Dec. 


30, when Ramadan began. 
The governments own toll 
is 254. 

Well over 60,000 have 
died violently in Algeria —■ 
an important source of oil 
and gas for Europe — since 
the military' in 1992 can- 
celled elections that the 
now-banned Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) was set to 

win. ... . 

Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Said Ben Mostefa arrived in 
Algiers on Saturday, Gear- 


ing a message for Algerian 
President Liamine Zeroual 
from Tunisian President 
Zine Al Abidine Ben Ali, 
Algerian Radio said. 

funis — like many other 
Arab capitals — backs 
Algeria’s policy in battling 
armed Islamist groups, six 
years after the military 
"Foiled an election victory by 
Islamists. 

“This underlines again 
Tunisia’s oft-stated solidar- 
ity with its Algerian broth- 


ers... to save Algeria from 
the abyss that the followers 
of violence what to precipi- 
tate,” the private Le Temps 
newspaper in Tunis said 
Sunday. 

The EU envoys, due to 
remain in Algeria for 24 
hours, are to meet Foreign 
Minister Ahmad Attaf and 
other government ministers 
as well as opposition legis- 
lators, newspaper editors 
and "other independent 
commentators.” 


No announcement has 
been made of a meeting 
with Mr. Zeroual, but a 
meeting with the Algerian 
defence minister is "possi- 
ble but not yet confirmed,” 
a British spokesman said 
Friday. 

Neither is it clear if the 
EU officials will travel to 
any of the sites of recent 
massacres. 

British Ambassador Fran- 
cis Gordon on Thursday 
visited Sidi Hammed, out- 


side Algiers, where the gov- 
ernment says more than 100 
civilians were massacred 
last week. U.S. Ambassador 
Cameron Hume visited the 
village Friday. 

In an interview published 
Sunday, German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel said 
that Algeria should be 
helped to stop the war or 
Europe could face a flood 
of refugees from the former 
French colony. 

“Whoever does not give 


Algeria stability today will 
get back instability tomor- 
row in the form of massive 
refugee movements.” he 
told the mass circulation 
Bild newspaper. 

Rapid action “is in the 
interests of the Algerians 
but also in the interests of 
Europe, and above all Ger- 
many," often a prime target 
for refugees and asylum 
seekers entering Europe, he 
said. French Foreign Minis- 
ter Hubert Vedrine told the 


Al Hayat newspaper that 
the visit represents "real 
progress” in relations with 
Algeria, which insists its 
conflict is a strictly domes- 
tic issue. 

"It means that they are 
admitting that a eountiy can 
be sovereign and at the 
same time can hold dia- 
logue and discussions.” be 
told the London-based Ara- 
bic newspaper. 
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Arab economies rose on oil prices 
in ’96, but could drop with them now 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
High oil prices and 
reforms boosted the Arab 
economies collectively 
by more than eight per 
cent in 1996. according 
to a new report, but 
growth could slow this 
year if oil prices continue 
to drop. 

The combined gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
of the Arab League’s 22 
members surged by 
around 8.4 per cent to 
S576 billion in 1996 
from $53 1 billion in 
1995, said the 1997 Arab 
Economic Report. 

“The improvement in 
1996 was due to high oil 
prices and ongoing eco- 
nomic reform pro- 
grammes in several 
member states,” said the 
annual report, prepared 
by the Abu Dhabi-based 
Arab Monetary Fund, the 
Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries, the Cairo- 
based Arab League Sec- 
retariat and the Arab 
Fund for Economic and 
Social Development in 
Kuwait. 

Official figures indicate 
the economic upturn was 
likely to have been sus- 
tained during 1997. 


But economists said 
that an expected decline 
in oil prices could slow 
the overall economy of 
the Arab League mem- 
bers in 1998, though 
their members carrying 
out restructuring pro- 
grammes could continue 
to record high growths. 

Gulf economists, citing 
official projections, said 
the GDP in the Arab Gulf 
states could slow down 
this year if oil prices 
maintained their current 
downward trend. 

“This means two 
things: The oil sector 
will sharply decline and 
Gulf governments could 
revise down their spend- 
ing estimates for the 
year. This will naturally 
lead to an overall down- 
turn," an economic 
expert said. 

Oil prices have dived 
by more than 15 per cent 
over the past month to 
reach nearly $15:5 . one 
of their lowest levels in 
four years. 

The decline occurred 
although seasonal 

demand is at its annual 
peak and experts believe 
they could slide further 
in summer if the 1 1- 
nation Organisation of 


Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) does 
not cut output. 

The 1996 growth fig- 
ures for Arab economies 
is far higher than the 
GDP rise of 5.9 per cent 
in 1995 and only 1.5 per 
cent in 1994. when oil 
prices plunged to one of 
their lowest levels. 

The figures, carried by 
WAM. the official news 
agency of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), 
showed Morocco record- 
ed the highest 1996 
growth of 12 per cent 
because of a better har- 
vest season, privatisa- 
tions and other reform 
programmes. 

High rates were also 
recorded in the Gulf oil 
heavyweights of Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait and the 
UAE, which benefited 
from an increase of near- 
ly $3.3 in oil prices that 
year. 

With a crude produc- 
tion of around 12.2 mil- 
lion barrels per day in 
1 996. their economies 
grew by at least seven 
per cent while the oil 
sector jumped by more 
than 15 per cent. Almost 
equivalent rates were 
recorded in the Gulf 


Cooperation Council 
(GCC) and other Arab 
states in 1997 as crude 
rices were as high as 
19 and reforms gained 
momentum among some 
members. 

The Arab report did not 
include Iraq. whose 
economy has been in 
shambles because of 
crippling sanctions 
imposed by the United 
Nations following Bagh- 
dad's invasion of neigh- 
bouring Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

Djibouti and war- 
wrecked Somalia were 
also not included in the 
report, the only authenti- 
cated economic data on 
the region. 

Publication of the 
report is usually delayed 
by several months as 
some members are late in 
providing data about 
their economies while 
others do not supply any 
information. 

The report about the 
economic, fiscal and 
social developments 
among the Arab League 
members showed infla- 
tion was cut to 6.2 in 
1996 per cent from 9.5 
percent in 1995 although 
it remained out of control 


in Sudan. Iraq and other 
members. 

It estimated the Arab 
population at around 257 
million at the end of 
1996 and the total work- 
force at 78.6 million. 

Meanwhile, the report 
also showed that a 
decline in the U.S. dollar 
against major currencies 
boosted the combined 
Arab debt by nearly $6 
billion at the end of 
1995, 

The foreign debt of the 
Arab League's 22 mem- 
bers totalled $157.7 bil- 
lion at the end of 1995 
compared with $151.1 
billion at the end of 
1994. the Cairo-based 
League said in its 1997 
economic report. 

“The combined Arab 
debt increased during 
1994-1995 after a 
decline in the previous 
three years. Nearly half 
that increase resulted 
from the reassessment of 
some debts in non-dollar 
currencies after a drop in 
the dollar's rate." 

The figures, carried by 
WAM, did not cover 
1996 and 1997. 

New borrowers include 
Qatar and Oman, which 
are engaged in multi-bil- 


lion-dollar gas liquefac- 
tion projects. Saudi Ara- 
bia, the world’s leading 
oil supplier, will also get 
a loan of around $4.3 bil- 
lion to finance the pur- 
chase of more than 60 
aircraft for its national 
carrier. 

The bulk of the Arab 
debt is owed to the West 
and the main debtors are 
Egypt. $33 billion, Alge- 
ria $29.8 billion, Moroc- 
co $22 billion, Syria 
$20.5 billion and Sudan 
$17.7 billion. 

The report said Arab 
debt servicing rose 
slightly to around $12.8 
billion in 1995 from 
$12.5 billion in 1994. 

This compares with 
$16.5 billion in 1993. it 
added. 

The report gave no fig- 
ures for sanctions-hit 
Iraq, which is believed to 
be saddled with more 
than $70 billion in mili- 
tary debt owed mostly to 
Russia. Iraq's main arms 
supplier before the 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The report estimated 
total Arab aid at $102.5 
billion at the end of 
1995. 


Netanyahu accused of sacrificing employment for lower inflation 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 1998 
By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, lac. - 

A RIES : (March 2I-April 19) — Expect a conflict, either 
between you and your boss or you and the career you want 
Your partner may argue with you over what to do next. If 
you can work it out, you'll be money ahead. Whatever you 
do. it should be finished by this evening. It’s time to move 
on. 

TAURUS : (April 20-May 20) — Pay extra attention to your 
career for the next month. There will be a test It may not 
come today, but you’ll probably gel some hints today about 
what you'll be tested on. Somebody you find attractive is 
pushing you to try for the next level. Not to worry. Once you 
get there, you’ll love it. 

GEMINI : (May 21-Iune 21) — You'd like to call in sick 
today, but that’s not a good idea. You have to take care of 
business. This may be hard, to explain to a loved one who 
wants your full attention and warns it now. Do the best you 
can. You can bring home a little present tonight. It won’t be 
the same, but it’ll help. 

CANCER : (June 22- July 22) — The next month will be a 
good time to leam how to budget, spend and invest, not only 
your own but also other people’s money. Since these are 
areas you find fasc inatin g, you’ll enjoy this phase. You re 
nervous when dealing with money, especially if it’s owed to 
someone. Watch your caffeine and get plenty of rest. 

LEO : (July 23-August 22) — Conditions are easing up. 
After tonight, you’ll have more time for play than you’ve 
had in a while. It’s as if the cavalry were coming to your 
rescue. It could be a new partner, but it’s probably your own 
attitude. You’ve been forced to leam to delegate. Make that 
the focus today. Give away as much of your job as possible. 

VIRGO : (August 23-September 22) — You enjoy work. 
The problem is the kind of work you'll be doing for (he next 
month or so. It’s mosdy technical. You’ll have to leam 
something new. and that’s difficult for you. You'd rather 
already know everything, so the next few weeks might be 
unsettling. If you relax, it'll be much easier. 

LIBRA: (September 23-Oetober 23) — This is a lucky day 
for you. As it starts, you’ll have a few obstacles to contend 
with, but you” notice that things are getting easier as the day 
wears on. If you've got any Gemini friends, hang out with 
them this evening. You'll all be luckiest if you’re together. 







TEL AVIV ( AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu was accused 
Sunday by both labour 
unions and business leaders 
of sacrificing jobs in a bid 
to reduce inflation in his 
economic austerity plans. 

Association of Israeli 
Industrialists President Dan 
Propper and the head of 
Histadrut. Israel's largest 
labour union, Amir Peretz, 
made a rare joint call on 
Mr. Netanyahu to change 
his economic policies. 


They said in a joint state- 
ment that they would pre- 
sent Mr. Netanyahu with an 
“emergency plan" to create 
jobs, encourage exports 
and increase infrastructure 
investment 

Their criticisms have 
focused on high interest 
rates imposed by the Bank 
of Israel, which brought 
inflation down to a 30-year 
low of seven per cent in 
1997,- 

But at the same -time, 
unemployment .grew-to-S-I' 


percent its highest level in 
three years, while econom- 
ic growth fell to two per 
cent in 1997. half the rate 
the previous year. 

Bank of Israel President 
Yaakov Frenkel defended 
the bank's high rates. "The 
government has a unique 
opportunity now to reduce 
inflation rates to European 
levels." he said. 

Finance Minister Yaakov 
Neeman. who has led Mr. 
Netanyahu's charge to lib- 
eralise the Israeli economy, 
insisted Sunday “there is 
no connection between 
inflation and unemploy- 
ment.’’ 

But his Deputy Finance 
Minister Shmuel Slavin 
resigned on Thursday, call- 
ing on his boss to moderate 
the central bank. “1 would 
prefer to see a set rainiu- 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Located between 4th & 5th Circles. Consists ot 3 
bedrooms, 2 living rooms, 2 verandas, nicely 
furnished with telephone, TV, video player and 
many many extras. 

For more details, please call owner at 674286 


mum for inflation and a set 
maximum for unemploy- 
ment.” he said. 

Mr. Propper and Mr. 
Peretz warned that unless 
the central bank backs 
down from its current inter- 
est rate of six per cent, 
unemployment would cross 
the 10 per cent marie over 
the next year. 

Chamber of Commerce 
President Dan Gi Herman 
said the bank’s “dogmatic 
position" on interest rates' 
had cost the economy three 
percentage points in growth 
last year. 

“If the government does- 
n’t immediately change its 
policies we are in danger of 
falling into the same sort of 
crisis which is currently 
hitting the Asian Tigers” 
he said. 

Israelis' standard of liv- 


ing dipped slightly in 1997 
for the first time in seven 
years, and recent polls 
show that 63 per cent of 
Israelis are pessimistic the 
government can pull the 
economy out of recession. 

Protests against unem- 
ployment have increased in 
the past two months, most 
notably in poorer “develop- 
ment towns" where Mr. 
Netanyahu received wide 
support in his 1996 election 
"campaign. 

Mis* Netanyahu was 
boded by residents in 
December when he visited 
the southern town of 
Ofakim, one of his elec- 
toral strongholds, where 
violent protests broke out 
earlier over the town’s 20 
per cent unemployment 
rate, the highest in Israel. 

Histadrut also led a mas- 


sive five-day strike by 
700.000 workers in 
December to protest Mr. 
Netanyahu's economic 
policies, which paralysed 
the country. 

But commentators Sun- 
day said financial policies 
were not the only reason 
behind the economic prob- 
lems. 

“There is a direct link 
between the economic 
slowdown, the - rise in 
unemployment and the 
freeze in the peace process 
since Mr. Netanyahu came 
to office." Haaretz newspa- 
per said in an editorial. 

The head of Israel's 
biggest textile firm. Delta, 
said “uncertainty over the 
negotiations with the Pales- 
tinians has put the brakes 
on growth.’’ 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished semi attached villa with 
three bedrooms (340 sq.m.). Nice 
location, behind C-Town. 

Call Tel.: 642229 - 079/70050 


Duty Unpaid Car For Sale 

Hyundai Sonata 97 G.L.S. (white), leather 
upholstery, automatic gear, full options, 
18,000km, excellent condition. 

If interested call 5930745, 5930283 


A.R. Abu Kalaf Co. 

Announces sale on German made 
clothes, including dresses, coats, skirts, 
shirts, jacket. 

Down Town - Cold Market 
Tel.: 628274 


THE Daily Crossword Edtedbyw^Rc^w^ 


ACROSS 
1 Rider's whip 
5 Tear into strips 
10 Signal sound 
14 Salesman's 


15 Single-family 
dwelling 

16 Gymnast 

Korbut 

17 Loser in '52 
and 56 

20 Susan of "The 
Partridge 
Famfly* 

21 Eur. nation 

22 Most 
extraordkiary 

23 Chooses 

24 Insects 

25 Sealed tubes 

28 MM' 

29 Crowd of 
whales 

32 Mazda model 

33 New Yfork canal 

34 Connery fan 

35 Loser in *64 

38 Come lip shod 

39 Barks m 
comics 

40 Came up 

41 Sheepette? 

42 of Worms 

43 Genetic copies 

44 Typeface 

45 Shopping 
center 

48 Musical refrain 

49 Spanish fail 

50 Have 

53 Loser in *68 

56 OW 

57 Make! 

58 CM 18s 

59 Acuff and 
Otbison 

60 Swiss call 

61 Appropriate 

DOWN 

1 Dressed 

2 Take the bus 

3 Were it not that 

4 Green sphere 

5 Three _ to the 
wind 

6 Emcees 

7 Judges’ 
toflower 


laugfl 
and \ 



8 Directio n from 
Pittsburgh to 
Baltimore 

9 AfegreecBy 

10 Links 

11 Otherwise 

12 Problems for 
prime donnas 

13 Breathe 
shalowty 

18 Not out-of- 
bounds 

19 Border 

23 Highly 
unconventio na l 

24 Dips water 

25 Mosey along 

26 Cal cal 

27 Diagram a 
sentence 

28 Rental farm in 
Sco da nd 

29 Deceive 

30 TUbby plus 

31 Chafanges 

33 Wlata heron 

34 Seasonal song 

38 Principal 

sippoit 

37 Clobber 
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42 Stiertfy H- 
humored 

43 Mount , RA 

44 Savage and 
Friendly 

45 Computer 

rfrlef 

46 Scorch 

47 Writer Victar 


48 Toe the Bna 

49 EXJ sound 

50 KHar whale 

51 Half of a 


52 WaX St group 

54 Med. care plan 

55 P to a rt w e y 


Peanuts 


SO THW AIL 60 OFF 
SHOPPING, ANP Tm LBFT 

alone in the car.. 


THAT'S OKAi'jIl just 
SIT HERE ANP.. 




n — 



ALL R16HT, GET THAT 
TRUCK OUT OF THE 
mi WHERE 1 ? V0U 
LEARN TO DRIVE, IN A 
CEMETERY? SAME 
TO VOU. FELLA!! . 




Andy Capp 




WMENYOU 
GET THE FISH 
AND CHIPS, PET, 

I VM3ULDNTMINDi 

Aarropcop 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


Y WERE HAMfl Mother 
FOR DfNNER-- IT'S HER 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 



SCORPIO: (October 24-November 21) — Today has some 
good parts, but it’s got some complications as well. You've 
been learning new skills; now you want to put some of them 
to use at home. This is a good time to fix up your house. 
There might be somebody leaning on you to do that today, 
in fact. Have a great time anyway. 

SAGITTARIUS : (November 22-December 21) — Your 
friends not only give you lots of helpful advice, but they 
might even be willing to do some of the work that’s on your 
list. This afternoon, you’ll Find it easier to leam technical 
material. Study computer programmes or science, or maybe 
fixing things. You’re primed for these subjects right now. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22-January 19) — Conditions 
are perfect for you to further your career, even though it’s 
going to be difficult. That's because you’ll have to do some- 
thing you don’t really want to do. Oh well. It’s certainly not 
going to get any easier. Better go ahead and give it a try. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20-February 18) — Get ready to 
start meeting interesting people and doing interesting things. 
The current conditions are bringing out that side of you, and 
everybody else. too. This morning could be difficult, how- 
ever. Finish up old, lingering business. You’re going to want 
to get started on a new project soon. 

PISCES: (February 19-March 20) — This is a good time to 
invest money or buy something with another person. It’s 
easier to figure out what’s going on. Do it early in the morn- 
ing- Later tonight, you'll be under a little more pressure. 
You'll be smart to have all the major decisions made before 
that happens. 

V J 


THE BITTER HALF. ByGl— bergen 



“Now that Christmas is over, what are 
you getting me for Valentine’s Day?” 
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by Mm! Arnold red M 
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Large companies contribute 70 per cent 
of revenue collected by Income Tax Department 


** OUT OF about 700.000 registered tax- 
payers. only around 200.000 are commit- 
ted to paying their income tax. sources at 
the Income Tax Department have revealed 
noting that the large number who avoid 
paying this tax are causing millions of 
dinars in losses to the state treasury. The 
sources and United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) officials indicated 
that 75 per cent of the people evade sub- 
mitting the self-declaration income state- 
ment, which was activated since 1 996. 

Investigations show that 70 per cent of 
those who pay the income tax are actual- 
ly the large companies and the remain ine 
30 per cent are individuals. “This rate is 
very small compared to other countries." 
officials say. According to UNDP esti- 
mates the Income Tax Department col- 
lected ID 156 million in 1995 but the 
amount fell to JDIOU million last year. 

According to Jurgen Lessner. the UNDP 
Resident Representative in Amman, the 
department can double its collection this 
year to JD200 million if it upgrades its 
executive structure. Noting that tax eva- 
sion is a worldwide phenomenon, Mr. 
Lessner attributed it to weakness in law s 
and regulations and loopholes that makes 
easy to escape tax payment. Another rea- 
son given by Mr. Lessner was the weak- 
ness of the institution responsible for tax 
collection. 

The UNDP chief in Amman described 
the Income Tax Department as qualified 


and efficient with its human capabilities 
but. he puinted out. “the computer sys- 
tems at the department are old and need 
modernisation." Furthermore, he saw that 
the number of employees was insufficient 
to handle all die work assigned to the 
department. He emphasised that for the 
department to double its revenue it 
should modernise and install new com- 
puters. formulate a strategy and double 
the number of employees. 

Mr. Lessner said most Jordanians “pre- 
tend to forget" filling the self-declaration 
income form whereas other countries 
impose still' penalties and high fines are 
imposed on those who delay declaring 
their incomes. 

Finis Gharaiheh. a UNDP staff member 
responsible for developing the Income 
Tax Department, said that if the large 
companies are excluded, most of the bur- 
den falls on those employees whose 
income is known because it is hard to 
specify the income of private sector busi- 
nessmen. 

An employee working at the department 
said that although there are 1 ,000 employ- 
ees at the department, they don't have the 
capability to "run after” taxpayers in 
addition lo the fact lhal "tax awareness" 
does not exist and “sense or belonging” js 
weak (Al Aswavp. 
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The Business of Information 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 

1 Rider's whip 

5 Tear into ships 

10 Signal sound 

14 Salesman's 
wares 

15 Single-family 
dwefflng 

16 Gymnast 
Korbut 

17 Loser in '52 
and *56 

20 Susan of "The 
Partridge 
Family" 

21 Eur. nation 

22 Most 
extraordinary 

23 Chooses 

24 Insects 

25 Sealed tubes 

28 Mind 

29 Crowd of 
whales 

32 Mazda model 

33 New Ybrk canal 

34 Connery f9m 

35 Laser in *64 

38 Come up short 

39 Barits in 
comics 

40 Came up 

41 Sheepette? 

42 of Worms 

43 Genetic copies 

44 Typeface 

45 Shopping 
center 

46 Musical refrain 

49 Spanish buH 

50 Have 

53 Loser in '68 

56 Old 

57 Make laugh 

58 ChiRs 

59 Acuff and 
Orbison 

60 Swiss caB 

61 Appropriate 

DOWN 

1 Dressed 

2 Take the bus 

3 Were it not that 

4 Green sphere 

5 Three lo the 

wind 

6 Emcees 

7 Judges' 
fotower 
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8 Direction from 
Pittsburgh to 
Baltimore 

9 Ate gre«0y 

10 Links 

11 Otherwise 

12 Problems for 
prima donnas 

13 Breathe 
shafiowfy 

18 Not out-of- 
bounds 

19 Border 

23 Highly 
unconwitiofiaJ 

24 Dips wafer 

25 Mosey along 

26 Cat cal 

27 Diagram a 
sentence 

28 Rental farm in 
Scotland 

29 Deceive 

30 Tubby plus 

31 Challenges 

33 White heron 

34 Seasonal song 

36 Principal 
support 

37 Clobber 


42 Silently ill- 
humored 

43 Mount , RA 

44 Savage and 
Friendly 

45 Computer 
cficker 

46 Scorch 

47 Writer Victor 


48 Tbe the line 

49 DuB sound 

50 Killer whale 

51 Half of a 

Inrtnlnhi 

■onntgnt 

52 was SL group 

54 Med. care plan 

55 Broadway 


Brokers give pessimistic view 
of situation at stock exchange 


By Abdul Salam 
Gharaibeh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Dealers at 
the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) cast a 
pessimistic view at the 
market’s performance, 
noting that scarce liquid- 
ity and lack of will to 
invest have characterised 
the market's perfor- 
mance. 

According to Jamal Al 
Amad, deputy manager 


of the United Company 
for Investments, 

"investors do not exist 
and foreign investment 
funds have shown poor 
interest." 

"What affects the 
financial market these 
days is a state of uncer- 
tainty among the dealers 
who' predict that the 
tcsuIls of Jordanian 
industrial companies in 
the past year would be 
very poor,” said Mr. 
Amad. 


He said that only when 
real changes in the polit- 
ical scene occur, espe- 
cially with regard to the 
Iraqi market which 

absorbs most of the Jor- 
danian exports, will there 
be very positive effect on 
the Jordanian economic 
situation and, subse- 

quently, on the perfor- 
mance of the financial 
market. 

Mr .Amad said: “A large 
portion of foreign invest- 
ments is awaitins to see a 


clearer vision of the 
political situation in the 
Middle East before 
deciding on entering the 
Amman Financial Mar- 
ket,” according to Mr. 
Amad. 

Another Dealer, Mah- 
moud Daghmash, said 
"foreign investors visit 
the financial market from 
time to time to study the 
situation but they never 
come back due to com- 
li cations in Jordan's 
aws and regulations.” 




Fiat increases world sales by 17.6 per cent in 1997 


PARIS (AFP) — Fiat Auto 
increased its world sales 
by 17.6 per cent to 2.772 
milium vehicles in 1997 
but was still unable to 
meet demand, marketing 
director Luic Caperan said 
on Friday. 

Sales were boosted by a 
scheme by the Italian gov- 
ernment io subsidise the 
replacement of scrapped 
cars with new vehicles and 
also by strong perfor- 
mances in Brazil. Argenti- 
na. Poland, Turkey and the 
United Kingdom. 

Fiat had on occasions 
been short of vehicles to 
supply dealers in Ger- 
many. France and Spain in 
order to satisfy domestic 
demand, Mr. Caperan told 
a press conference. 

Fiat’s share of the West 


European market for cars 
rose from 1 1.2 per cent in 
1996 to nearly 12.0 per 
cent last year but penetra- 
tion of the European mar- 
ket outside Italy had 
declined to 5.1 per cent 
from 6.1 per cent but was 
expected to rise to 5.7 per 
cent this year. 

He forecast that the 
European marker for cars 
this year would total 13.2 
million from 13.4 million 
last year owing to an 
expected slowing of sales 
in Italy. 

The subsidy scheme was 
to be phased out and the 
Italian market would 
decline slightly to 2.2 mil- 
lion from 2.412 million in 
1997. 

He forecast that the Ger- 
man market wou Id- 


increase to 3.4S million 
from 3.42 million. 

The director general for 
France Jean- Pierre Vaillant 
said he intended to win 
back market share to take 
7.5 per cent of an expected 
market of 1.9 million cars 
this year from a share of 
6.7 per cent last year. 

In 1996 Fiat had held S.2 
per cent of the French 
market owing mainly to 
sales of hs small cars and a 
governmental scrap sub- 
sidy scheme. 

Fiat owns the names of 
Fiat, Lancia and Alfa 
Romeo. 

In 1997 in Western 
Europe it had sold 1.2S 
million vehicles under the 
name of Fiat from 1.14 
million in 1996, 177.000 
under Lancia from 


159.000 and 129.000 
under Alfa Romeo from 
118,000. 

In Brazil, the second- 
biggest market for Fiat 
after Italy, the company 
had sold 496.000 vehicles 
last year from 443,000 in 
1996, and in Poland, the 
fourth-biggest market, it 
had sold 172,000 vehicles 
from 165,000. 

Fiat intended to sell 
three million cars through- 
out the world in 2000, and 
to achieve a quarter of 
these sales in Italy, a quar- 
ter in the rest of west 
Europe, a quarter in South 
Ameria and a quarter in 
the rest of the world. 
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Prices of 
popular 
hommos 
and fool 
may be 
raised 


By Ahmad Al Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment may consider raising 
the prices of popular fool 
and hommos eateries 
because restaurants are 
making massive profits, 
officials said Sunday. 

Hundreds of such 
resraurams. which offer 
the popular fool (brown 
beans) and hommos 
(crushed chick peasi dish- 
es topped with olive oil. 
want the government to 
allow them to raise their 
prices. 

But a recent study con- 
ducted by the National 
Society for Consumer 
Protection <NSCP) has 
showed that the restau- 
rants w'ere making over 
100 per cent profits from 
selling these popular 
meals. loved by both the 
rich and the poor. 

The cost of one kilo- 
gramme of processed fool 
that makes up 22 dishes, 
stood at JD2.200. Restau- 
rants are selling it for an 
average of JD5.500 — 
making a net profit of 
JD3.300. 

One kilogramme of 
processed hommos cost 
JD2.645 and is selling for 
JD 5.500 — the total price 
for 22 such dishes. 

"Our srudy has totally 
refuted claims that were 
used by the Union of 
Owners of Restaurants 
and Confectioneries 
which are demanding to 
raise their prices,” NSCP 
director general Moham- 
mad Obeidat told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

"If prices are raised. I 
advise citizens to prepare 
their own fool and hom- 
mos dishes at home,” he 
said. “At least they can 
guarantee quality, better 
taste and cleanliness.” Dr. 
Obeidat said. “Over and 
above, it is cheaper that 
way.” 

The study has relied on 
two figures — the actual 
prices of each kilo- 
gramme of the two com- 
modities and field infor- 
mation gathered on aver- 
age prices of sale in the 
last three months. 

A kilogramme of raw 
hommos costs 500 fils 
while fool costs 530 fils. 
The average price of a 
dish of either commodi- 
ties is around 250 fils. 

However, restauranteurs 
have rejected the NSCP 
claims saying they were 
hardly breaking even. 

“This cannot be true, w : e 
hardly gain 20 per cent of 
profits.” Sheikh Deeb of 
Canary chain told the Jor- 
dan Times. “Usually they 
forget that to prepare a 
processed fool and hom- 
mos you need several 
materials that cost us a 
riot" he said. “We do not 
[want that high percentage 
mentioned in the study, let 
them give us just 20 per 
cent and we are satisfied.” 
he added. 
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Amman., Anna Forum Hotel Shops 6th Circle. 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Rea! 
Estate 

TEL:- 5920G05-5920609 
FAX:- 5932605 
MOBILE:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HBIG 

Professions* quality 
1 hour service 
Develop your cotour Km 
at our shop and sst ^ 

* JUMBO photo size 
30 % larger. 

• Free en fargement 

2 Q x 30 cm. 

Shmeteani - Oppose 
Grimflays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 

Swritiflb Tels 823&9t 


CfOtfl HOTEL 

INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING 
POOL 
SAUNA, 

JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 
TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 
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Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 864230 - 865167 
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Quality Serviced Suites 

• OMC ft Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes • Dally it 
Look Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel. -692672 ‘Fax- 674551 


“MERRY CHRISTMAS'’ 
* New - New . New 

Makawir line 
on display at the 
Bani Hamida House 
‘ Rugs ' Cushions 
‘ Wallhangings 
Attractive offers 
Location: Jabal Amman, 
1st Circle, Rainbow St. 

Open daity from 8:00 till 6:00 
including Fridays & 
official holidays. 

Tel. 658696/7 
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World Swimming Championships 

Australia win 3 golds on final night 


PERTH (AFP) — Australian 
17-year-oid Grant Hackett 
ploughed through the pool 
in the third fastest time in 
history to waltz away with 
the 1500 metres freestyle 
final at the world swimming 
championships here on 
Sunday — just one of three 
golds that the host nation 
claimed on the final night of 
competition. 

Hackett's time of 14 min- 
utes 5 1 .70 seconds has only 
been bettered by world 
record holder Kieren 
Perkins and German Jorg 
Hoffman. 

The young Australian 
raced perfectly out in front 
for the entire 30 laps to 
thwart all attempts by Italy's 
European champion 

Emiliano Brembilia and 
Australian teammate and 
Atlanta Olympic silver 
medallist Daniel Kowalski 
to swim him down. 

Hackett became the eighth 
swimmer to swim a sub- 15 
minute 1500ra. 

“I know I’m the third 
fastest man in history, but it 
would have been nice to go 
under 14.50 and be the sec- 
ond fastest man in history.” 
said Hackett. 

“I still feel like I have 
heaps left in my tank and 
I'm absolutely buzzing. 

“I was focusing the whole 
way through on my stroke 
and my turns which were 
most important and I knew 
if 1 touched the wall first at 
every lap no-one was going 
to beat me to the world 
title.” 

Kowalski said of his 
young teammate's achieve- 
ment: “He swam awesome, 
but 1 wish he would have got 
Jorg Hoffman's champi- 
onship record ( 14:50.36).” 
The inspirational home 
crowd erupted when the 
Australian team of Matt 
Welsh. Phil Rogers. Michael 
Klim and Chris Fydler beat 
the United States in the 
100m medley relay final. 

In a stirring last lap, Fydler 
held on to his advantage to 
stall off Gary Hall jnr and 
end the Americans' unbeat- 
en run in the event, they 
have not lost at a world 
championship or an 
Olympics. 

The Australians were 
inspired by their screaming 
crowd to win the final in 
three minutes 37.9S seconds 
— just 0.24 seconds outside 
the championship record 
held by the U.S. 

It was Klim’s fourth gold 
medal at the meet, an all- 
time best by a male swim- 
mer at a world champi- 
onship. 

“That was our plan before- 
hand. for me to get Chris in 
front and to let him take us 
home from there, he went 
like a train." said Klim. 
“The crowd was great for 
us. the whole atmosphere 
was fantastic.'’ 

The U.S. were second in 
3:38.56 with Hungary tak- 
ing the bronze medal in 
3:39.53. 

“It was very painful, they 
got so much strength with 
the crowd behind them, it 
was great." said a disap- 
pointed Hail. 

Australia had earlier beat- 
the U.S. in the men’s 



The gold medal-winning Australian men's 4x100 metre medley relay team (Top to 
Bottom) Chris Fydler. Phil Rogers, Michael Klim and Matt Welsh celebrate their win 
at the 8th World Swimming Championships in Perth ( Reuters photo) 



Ukrainian-born Lenny Krayzelburg, representing the 
United States, bites his gold medal after winning the 
men's 200 m backstroke final at the 8th World 
Swimming Championships (Reuters photo) 

200m freestyle relay at the ond from Thomas. 


en 


championship. 

Australian Susie O’Neill 
added a world title to her 
Atlanta Olympic gold with a 
convincing victory in the 
200m butterfly final. 

As was the case in Atlanta 
her teammate Petria Thomas 
was the silver medallist in 
an Australian one-two fin- 
ish. 

O’Neill, who traiiled 

American Misty Hyman 
early in the final, hit the 
front just before the last lap 
and won by more than a sec- 


O’NeiU won the gold 
medal in a new champi- 
onship record of 2:07.93 
from Thomas (2:09.08) with 
Hyman holding on for the 
bronze medal in 2:09.98. 

Thomas was overjoyed 
with her world silver, say- 
ing:" Oh. my legs are hurt- 
ing. I didn't come here 
expecting four medals at all. 
so I’m happy it's unbeliev- 
able... it's blown me away.” 
The U.S. won the other 
two finals on the programme 
to finish the championship 


with 14 golds. 

American Lenny 

Krayzelburg completed the 
backstroke double with a 
convincing victory in the 
200-metre~ final. 

The Ukrainian-born 
Krayzelburg hit the front 
inside the third lap and 
pulled away from the early 
leader Ralf Braun of 
Germany to win in 1:5S.S4. 

Braun took silver in 
1 :59.23 with Canadian Mark 
Versfeld getting the bronze 
medal in 1:59.39. 

“Coming here my aim was 
to win the 100 and 200 
backstroke and now I’ve 
done it I feel pretty good.” 
said Krayzelburg. 

Atlanta Olympic gold 
medallist Amy Van Dyken 
of the U.S. overcame a slow 
stan to win the women's 50 
metre freestyle dash. 

Van Dyken finished pow- 
erfully from 25m out to win 
in a time of 25.15 seconds 
from German Sandra 
Volker. 

Volker took the silver 
medal in 25.32secs from 
China's Shan Ying. who 
captured the bronze medal 
in 25.36secs. 

American Jenny 

Thompson, bidding for her 
fifth gold medal at the meet, 
finished in fourth place and 
out of a medal for the first 
time in six swims. 


“I didn't 
going to be 


know it 
my race 


was 
right 

from the start but at the 25 m 
mark I started wondering so 
I just put my head down and 
said to myself.' if s mine, it's 
Van Dvken said. 


mine. 


Deluxe Furnished First Floor Apartment 
For Rent 

Consists ol 2 bedrooms, fully equipped kitchen, 
independent central heating, private telephone. 

Location : Shmeisani, near Redson SAS Hotel (lormer 
Philadelphia Hotel). Quiet area. Annual rent. 

If interested call Tel. 664839 after 9 a.m. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished And Unfurnished Apartments 
(Studio - one bedroom and two bedrooms) 
C.H. and telephones 

Location: Jabal Amman, bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

(7 Mustafa Khalifah Street). 

Tel.: 642351 - 079/50504 


SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
2 verandas, salon, dining, sitting, modern 
kitchen, central heating. Area 245 sq.m. 
Location: A1 Rabieh District. 
Please call Tel.: 5527752 


1. 


For Rent Furnished Or Unfurnished 

Ground floor flat (300sq.m.) with 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, nice garden and 
two telephone lines. 

Villa with 4 bedrooms. 4 bathrooms -Jabal 
Amman - 4th Circle. 

Byblos 829882/3 
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Teen stars dominate Australian Open centre court 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — The new 
teen stars of tennis, led by sisters 
Venus and Serena Williams, are set to 
dominate the first day of the 
Australian Open on Monday. 

• Centre- court has been reserved for 
the Williams girls and 16-year-old 
Australian Lleyton Hewitt who 

stunned the tennis world by winning 
the Australian Hardcourt 

Championship this month. The trio get 
equal billing with men's No. 1 Pete 
Sampras and home favourite Mark 
Philippoussis. 

All the top players were out for final 
practice on Sunday for the S6.5 mil- 
lion Grand Slam, now in its 10th year 
at Melbourne Park. 

With Martina Hingis now Women’s 
No. 1. the rise of die teen stars has 
shaken some tour veterans and the 
absence of Steffi Graf. Monica Seles 
and Jana Novotna means the hard-hit- 
ting youngsters are brimming with 
confidence. 

“We are not nervous about this at all. 
People know us. This is going to be the 
year of the Wiliams,’’ said 1 7-year-old 
Venus Williams. 

Hewitt, the third youngest player to 
win a men's tour title and the youngest 
in the men’s contest, will start centre 
court proceedings against Daniel 
Vacek of the Czech Republic. 

Then Serena Wiliams. 16, starts her 
first Grand Slam against sixth seed 
Irina Spirlea of Romania. Big sister 
Venus beat Spirlea in last year's U.S. 
Open semi-final in an acrimonious 


encounter. 

Venus, unseeded but third favourite 
with bookmakers, takes her mm in the 
show court against Alexia Dechaume 

Baileret of France. 

If both Wiliams win then they will 
plav each other in the second round, 
ensuring the family frenzy will contin- 
ue. 

And though the claws are not fully 
extended yet, it is clear that Venus 
Williams is looking for a fight with 
fellow 1 7-year-old Hingis in the battle 
to be No. 1 . 

She beat Hingis in Sydney last week 
and insists the Swiss star is vulnerable. 
“People have seen her play and a lot of 
the girls are stronger than her and they 
can manipulate that. A lot of the girls 
are faster than her." 

Venus admits, however, that Hingis 
is “smarter." If the Wiliams family 
challenge fizzles out. there is still 
Russian 1 6-year-old Anna 
Koumikova. and 1 5-year-old Croat 
Mirjana Lukic at the head of a pack 
waiting for their chance. 

Lindsay Davenport, the second seed 
who starts against Amelie Cocheteux 
of France on court two. is only 2i but 
admitted after losing to Serena 
Williams in Sydney that she felt mid- 
dle-aged against the “incredible gener- 
ation” on the tour. 

Amanda Coetzer. ranked fourth in 
the world. lost to Lucic in her first 
tournament last year. Lucic went on to 
win her debut event while Coetzer 
now says she can see the writing on 


the wall. 

“There's always been the stronger, 
taller girls, but I’ve never seen so 
many athletic, strong tall girls,” said 
the 26 -year-old South African. 

“I definitely feel the need to have a 
little more power to stand ray ground. 
I think I’m still quite competitive at 
the top, but its going to be a challenge 
for me over the next few years.” 

Sampras, who plays World No. 51, 
Sjeng Schaiken of the Netherlands, 
said he was happy to let the teenagers 
monopolise attention. 

At 26, the .American is an oldie but 
reckons he could top the rankings for 
at least another two years. Despite a 
recent injury and two defeats in the 
Kooyong Classic last week, he says he 
is “fresh” and seems to be hitting the 
ball with his usual ferocity. 

U.S. Open champion Pat Rafter, who 
says it is just a question of time before 
he takes over as number one, does not 
start until Tuesday with number three 
seed Michael Chang. 

But Australian fans will get a hero to 
cheer on when Philippoussis, the No. 
15 seed, takes on Alex Calatrava of 
Spain. 

Of the other favourites in action on 
Monday. French Open champion Iva 
Majoli "of Croatia, the women’s fourth 
seed, plays Naoko Sawamatsu. 

Men's fourth seed Jonas Bjorkman 
of Sweden plays Alien Belobrajdic of 
Australia. 


The main men for the Australian Open 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — Profiles of top male challengers 
for the Australian Open which starts Monday: 

• PETE SAMPRAS: No.- 1 seed — United States 

Now hailed as the greatest player of the past quarter of a 

century, and arguably all time. Pistol Pete is favourite to 
win any tournament he enters. A powerful server and an 
accomplished returner of the big servers on the tour, even 
close rivals say they cannot fault the Sampras game. 

1997 was another distinguished year for the American. 
He won the Australian Open and his fourth Wimbledon in 
five years and finished top of the men's rankings for the 
fifth year running — equalling Jimmy Connors record. 

With 10 Grand Slam titles to his name. 1998 could see 
him overtake Roy Emerson’s all-time record of 12 majors. 

At the age of 27 and with a new generation rising, time is 
now Sampras’ biggest enemy. How long can he stay at the 
top? Had a tough Christmas undergoing intensive treatment 
for a torn c alf mu scle, which upset his routine. 

• PAT RAFTER: No. 2 seed — Australia 

Rose spectacularly from 62nd to second in the rankings 
in 1997 and woo the U.S. Open. He also reached six other 
finals. 

If anyone can beat Sampras, Pat Rafter can. The 
Australian will be on home ground at Melbourne Park and 
the U.S. Open triumph was a major confidence booster 
having won only one previous title on the men’s tour. 

The 1.85m serve-and- volley specialist, who started play- 
ing at the age of five, has proved he can master all surfaces. 

But expectations are high and the pressure could get to 
Rafter, who was knocked out in the first round last year and 
has never got past the fourth round in Melbourne. 

• MICHAEL CHANG: No. 3 seed — United States 

The great under-achiever of men's tennis even though 

Chang has been in the world top 10 for six years and is still 
only 25. 


Won Five ATP tour titles in 1997 and was world number 
two for most of the year before being overtaken by Rafter 
at the end. But he has still not won a major since becoming 
the youngest Grand Slam champion at the French Open at 
the age of 17 years and three months. 

Though only 1.75m and slightly built, he is still a brilliant 
all round player with a big serve. 

A devout Christian, the Chinese- American will go into 
the Open as the favourite of Asian fans who he has increas- 
ingly cultivated over the years. 

• JONAS BJORKMAN: No. 4 seed — Sweden 

Bjorkman was another player to shoot up the rankings in 

1997. He started in 69th place and finished number four. 

The 25-year-old won three titles in five ATP tour finals 
and crowned his great year by leading Sweden to victory 
over the United States in the Davis Cup final. 

The Swede has one of the best returns in tennis. His 
breakthrough has helped him shake off a reputation of 
being mainly a successful doubles player. 

Has beaten Sampras, which not many players can claim, 
but many rivals are waiting to see if he has the* tempera- 
ment to keep up his dramatic improvement. * 

• GREG RUSEDSKI: No. 5 seed — Britain 

The 24-year-old Canadian-born British No. 1 has finally 

been accepted by success-starved British tennis fans after 
dethroning Tim Henman. 

The 1 .93m lefthander has the fiercest serve in tennis but 
says he will have to become more aggressive to stand a 
chance of toppling Sampras as world number one. 

Won two ATP tour titles in six finals, but the highlight ofj 
1997 was reaching the U.S. Open final, where he was beat- 
en by Rafter, and becoming the first Briton to qualify for 
the ATP Tour World Championship. 

Has suffered at the Australian Open however, going out 
in the first round round for three of the past four years. 


The women to watch at the Australian Open 


■ MARTINA HINGIS: No. 1 seed — Switzerland 

With Steffi Graf still absent after missing most of last 
season with a knee injury, Martina Hingis is the new queen 
of women’s tennis. But she faces plenty of competition. 

Only 17 years old. the right-hander with an ultra-cool 
temperament won three Grand Slam titles last year, start- 
ing in Australia where she was the youngest major title 
winner of the open era at the age of 16 years, three months 
and 26 days. Only the French Open eluded her. She was 
still recuperating after falling off a horse but still reached 
the final. 

Starts the new year with a new brown rinse hair colour 
and shaded contact lenses to deflect the sun. But the 
Australian Open and 1998 will be a major test of whether 
Hingis can hold off World No. 2 Lindsay Davenport and a 
new generation of wouldbe tennis queens — led by 
America's Venus Williams. Russian teenager Anna 
Koumikova and Croats Miijana Lucic and Iva Majoli. who 
beat her in the French Open. 

- LINDSAY DAVENPORT: No. 2 seed — U.S. 

Won six tides in 1997 but was overshadowed by the rise 
of Hingis, which the solid right hander says suits her fine. 
Is one of only seven players to have beaten both Hiugis 
and Steffi Graf. 

Some doubt she has the killer instinct to become No. 1. 
She reached a Grand Slam semi -Finn I for the first time at 
the U.S. Open last year but has struggled playing outside 
her native United States. Five of her titles last year were in 
America as was her 1996 Olympic title. 

• AMANDA COETZER: No. 3 seed — South Africa 

At 27, the oldest of the top five seeds for the Australia 
Open but was voted the most improved player of last year 
by Tennis magazine. 

She beat Steffi Graf at the Australian and French Opens 
last year and reached the semi-finals at both, but managed 
two tour titles in Budapest and Luxembourg. 

Has also beaten Hingis and because of her giant-kill in" 
feats, the Australian press calls the 5ft 2in Coetzer “the 


Little Assassin.” But now the South African is the prey 
instead of the hunter and she will need a lot of determina- 
tion to win here — though the draw is in her favour. 

• IVA MAJOLI: No. 4 seed — Croatia 
The 20-year-old heads a new generation of brilliant 
Croat women players. 1997 saw her big breakthrough with 
a victory in the French Open final over Martina Hingis. 
She also won two other tour titles and ended the year in 
sixth place in the women’s rankings. 

Coached by her brother Drago and businessman father 
Stanko. Majoli is known for her boundless energy on 
court. But needs to be in the right mood to shine. -Sbe 
reached the quarter final in Australia in 1996 but went out 
in the first round last year. 


• MAR\ PIERCE: No. 5 seed — France 
Australia is the 23-year-old Pierce’s favourite place io 
visit and play. She won the Australian Open in 1995 arid 

reached the Final unseeded last year. . ‘ r _ .. 

Pierce calmed considerably after splitting with her father 
as coach but she also broke her shoulder in 1996.. Pierce 
was sidelined for two months and there were fears that 
could be the end. 

But she made a dramatic comeback, also winning the 


ig tm 

1997 Italian Open and reaching the final of- the WTA 


championships. Her ranking rose from 25th at the start to 
seventh at the end of the season. 

Like Davenport and Coetzer, Pierce has beaten Graf and 
Hingis and must be considered a major threat- in 
Melbourne. 

• VENUS WILLIAMS: Unseeded — United States 

Just 17. Venus Williams is a big favourite with the book- 
ies even though she was not seeded for the Australian 
Open. At 1 .86m she is a powerful player and likes to tell 
everyone how good she is. 

Reached the final of the y.S. Open last year and beat 
Hingis in Sydney this week. The leader of the teen pack 
chasing the World No. 1 and a name to watch. 
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CINEMA 


TEL634I44 


PHILADELPHIA "1" 
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CINEMA 


CINEMA 


George Clooney & 
Nicole Kidman ... in 


THE 

PEACEMAKER 




Shows: 12:15, 2:15, 6:30, 
8:30. 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA 


Steven Speilberg's ... 


TWISTER 


Shows: 12: 15, 2:15, 6:30, 
8:30. 10:30 


TEL:6CW2?R^\ S’ CINEMA TEL: 6 77420 


PLAZA 


SCREAM 

Shows: 12:00, 6:30 

ALMASEER 

(Arabic) 
NtM(r Al Sharif 


Shows: 8:30. 10:45 


A 


HERCULES 

Shows: 2:00 p.ni. 


CONCORD 


CINEMA 


TEL 079 3M30 


NacJei AKlundi/ Ahmad Bedelr/ 


Nahia Salameh..,in 

RIDING HIGH 


Sin IMS. MS. brlf. S. 15 . IOJO 


-nrjroBn 


MR. BEAN 

Shows: 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


GALLERIA 2 




CINEMA 


ABDOUN 


BEVERLY HILLS 
NINJA 


Shows: 2:00. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 


TEL 079 334 Jy 


J 


GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

Salma Hayek ... in 


FOOLS RUSH IN 


Shows: 2:00. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


Hi sham Varies Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham fanes . 
and Amal Dabbas 


Fnr reservation* call: 640155. 625155 
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Sports 

Hawks, 
Magic lose 


TORONTO (AP) — Charlie 
ward had the best game of 
his career, scoring IS points 
wiih six assists, five 
rebounds, four steals and 
four 3 -poiniers as the new 
yak knicks defeated the 
Toronto Raptors 93-S2 
Saturday. 

Larry Johnson scored 24 
points and pulled down 10 
rebounds for the Knicks. 
who used a 12-0 fourth- 
quarter run to pulj away. 

Allan Houston scored 23 
points and John Starks 
scored 12 points off the 
bench for the Knicks. who 
shot 9-of-20 from 3-point 
range. Chris Mills added 
nine points and 10 
rebounds. 

Marcus Camby led the 
raptors with 22 points, 
while Doug Christie had 1 8 
points, six rebounds and 
five assists. 

• Washington Wizards 
108, Los Angeles Clippers 
99: At Washington, Chris 
Webber had 31 points and 
Tracy Murray came off the 
bench to score 20 as 
Washington beat Los 
Angeles. 

The Wizards improved to 
12-2 against teams from the 
West. They are 9- 18 against 
Eastern Conference teams. 

Los Angeles rallied to cut 
a 16-point deficit to six with 
1:28 left, but the Wizards 
sealed the win by scoring 
ihe final three points. 

■ Philadelphia 76ers, 
Golden State Warriors 84: 
At Philadelphia, Allen 
Iverson scored 15 of his 2S 
points in the first quarter as 
Philadelphia dealt Golden 
State its 10th straight loss. 

Iverson was 6-for-8 from 
the floor in the quarter as 
the 76ers opened a 35-15 
lead. Philadelphia extended 
its lead to 25 in the third 
quarter and 2S in the fourth. 
The 28-point margin of vic- 
tory was Philadelphia's 
largest of the season. 

.jpefliejf; Colenjan added 
18.. points and nine 
rebounds, Tim Thomas had 
IS points and a career-high 
six assists and Jim Jackson 
added 13 points for the 
76ers, who have won three 
straight for the first time 
this season. 

Erick Dampier led the 
Warriors with 19 points and 
10 rebounds. 

• New Jersey Nets 97, 
Atlanta Hawks 81: At Easy 
Rutherford, New Jersey, 
Keith Van Hom scored 23 
points and New Jersey held 
Atlanta to a season- low 10 
points in the third quarter in 
ending the Hawks’ six- 
game winning streak. 

Kerry Kittles added 19 
points, Sherman Douglas 
had 18 points and 10 assists 
and Jayson Williams had 15 
points and 23 rebounds as 
the Nets bounced back from 
a disappointing loss at home 
to the Los Angeles 
Clippers. 

Steve Smith led the 
Hawks with 17 points, but 
his streak of scoring at least 


The Miami Heat's Alonzo Mourning (R) gets a shot over the Los Angeles Lakers* 
Kobe Bryant in the second period of their NBA game in Inglewood, Ca. (Reuters 
photo) 


20 points was stopped at 
eight games. Dikembe 
.Mutombo. added 12 points 
and 11 rebounds. But 
Atlanta looked tired playing 
for the second straight night 
and the fifth time in seven 
days. 

- Minnesota 

Timberwohes 113, Dallas 
Mavericks 110, Oven i me: 
At Dallas, Minnesota won 
its second overtime game in 
as many nights as lerry 
porter came off the bench lo 
score seven points in the 
extra session. 

The Timberwolves 
extended the longest win- 
ning streak in franchise his- 
tory to five games. 

Tom Gugliotta and kevin 
gumert scored 22 points 
each and Stephen Marbury 
added 20 for the 
Timberwolves, who rallied 
from a 24-point third-quar- 
ter deficit. 

The Mavericks lost their 
fifth straight and 20th in 2 1 
games. 

• Utah Jazz 107, Orlando 
Magic 93: At Salt Lake 
City, Karl Malone scored 32 


points and John Stockton 
added 21 points and 10 
assists . a$ ( Utah banded. 
Orlando' its tliird straight 
loss. 

The Magic trailed just 77- 
75 at the end of the third 
quarter, but the Jazz scored 
the first seven points of the 
fourth quarter, five by 
Stockton, to lead S4-75. 

Orlando cut its deficit to 
85-80 on a 3-pointer from 
the corner by Nick 
Anderson, but the Jazz then 
went on a 10-1 run to lead 
95-81 with 5:10 remaining. 

■ Seattle Supersonics 99, 
Cleveland Cavaliers 91: At 
Seattle. Shawn Kemp was 
booed repeatedly in his 
return to Seattle and Gary 
Payton scored 28 points and 
hail a decisive three-point 
play down the stretch in the 
Supersonics' victory. 

Boos rained down on 
Kemp, who spent the first 
eight years of his career 
with the Sonics. from the 
time he was introduced. 
They continued every time 
he touched the ball. He fin- 
ished with 1 7 points, shoot- 
ing 5-for-ll, with seven 


rebounds and three assists. 

Rookie Cedric Henderson 
, led l]}e .cavs with a career- 
' high 23 points' and Wesley 
Person added 16. 

• Los Angeles Lakers 
108, Miami Heat 99: In 
The Los Angeles suburb of 
Inglewood. Shaquille 
O'neal scored 1 1 of his 24 
points in the final 5 1/2 min- 
utes and Nick Van Exel 
added 23 as Levs Angeles 
downed Miami. 

Voshon Lenard scored a 
season-high 28 points and 
Isaac Austin added 20 for 
the Heat. Miami’s loss was 
irs ninth on the road, mulch- 
ing ihe team’s total lor all of 
last season when the Hear 
had the fewest road losses 
in the league. 

O’Neal, who also grabbed 
14 rebounds, sank five criti- 
cal free throws down the 
stretch and put the game 
away with a layup and a 
nine-footer (3-metre shot) 
18 seconds apart. 

Kobe Bryant scored 21 
points off the beneh for the 
Lakers and Eddie Jones 
added 20. 
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Defending champs get plumb 
draw for Euro 2000 


GHENT. Belgium i. AFPt — Defending European champi- 
ons Germany recieved a major boost "to retain the irophv 
when they got the easiest possible draw in the qualifying 
rounds for Euro 2000 here on Sunday. 

Top seed in Group 3. the Germans found themselves with 
managerless Northern Ireland, Turkey. Finland and 
Moldova. 

England, who were bealen by Germany in a penalty 
shootout in the semi-finals of Euro '96. also got a helpful 
draw in Group 5 which includes Luxembourg and 1994 
World Cup semi-finalists Bulgaria. 

History continued to repeat itself when England again 
were paired with Poland. The two sides have already met 
fives times in the European Championships and four times 
in World Cup qualifiers. 

There were gasps when Group 8 threw up a showdown 


between Yugoslavia and Croatia. It will be the first time the 
two sides have met since the break up of the old Yugoslav 
Republic. 

The 1994 World Cup finalists Italy face a tough task with 
1 992 European champions Denmark as opponents in Group 
i . 

France, upset at not being seeded, were drawn with 
Russia in Group 4. 

Scotland, who kick-off the World Cup this summer when 
they play defending champions Brazil in the first match of 
the tournament at the new Slade de France, have only the 
Czech Republic to w orry about. 

The rest of Group 9 is made up of Lithuania. Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, Faroe Islands and Estonia. 

The first matches are to be played in September. 


Schumacher 
lauds 
McLaren 
but staying 
put 

BONN (AFP) — Michael 
Schumacher lauded 

McLaren on Saturday and 
said he expected them to 
pose a huge threat to his 
Ferrari team’s world cham- 
pionship hopes next sea- 
son. although he insisted he 
is staying put. 

“1 will see out my con- 
tract with Ferrari through 
to 1 999," former world 
champion Schumacher told 
Sonntag Aktuell weekly, 
scotching persistant 
rumours in the world of 
Formula One that McLaren 
wanted to get him on 
board. 

The German has a lucra- 
tive contract worth a mas- 
sive 50 million marks ($27 
millions) with Ferrari, who 
are desperate for him ro 
land the team their first 
championship title since 
1979. 

Schumacher lost out in 
the title race to Canadian 
Jacques Villeneuve of 
Williams last season and 
was then stripped of his 
second place for trying to 
barge his rival off the track 
in the final race in Spain. 

The German admitted he 
admired the McLaren- 
Mercedes set-up and iden- 
tified their drivers. Finn 
Mika Hakkinen and 
Britain's David Coulthard, 
as "our most dangerous 
opponents” for the new' 
season, which starts in 
Melbourne in March. 


Rovers demolish Villa 5-0 as Gallacher hits treble 
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LONDON (AFP) — 
Blackburn Rovers bounced 
back into the race for the 
English Premiership title with 
a stunning 5-0 demolition of 
UEFA Cup quarter- finalists 
Aston Villa on Saturday. 

Inspired by hat-trick hero 
Kevin Gallacher, Rovers 
responded to the disappoint- 
ment of last week's 3- J 'defeat 
at Derby with an irresistible 
display as Villa were cut to 
ribbons by Roy Hodgson’s 
side for the second dme this 
season. 

The victory lifted Rovers 
back into second above 
Chelsea, who face Everton on 
Sunday, and they now just 
rive points behind 
Manchester United, w*ho go to 
Southampton on Monday. 

And Hodgson felt his ram- 
pant side could have won by 
even more if they had con- 
verted their relentless pres- 
sure into goals. 

“We scored five goals but 
we could have scored even 
more,” said Hodgson. “It was 
a very satisfying performance 
and I hope we continue like 
that for the next 15 games.” 

Gallacher took his tally for 
the season to 16, which equals 
his best ever haul for a season. 
3nd Hodgson believes he has 
exploded the myth that he is 


not a prolific scorer. 

Elsewhere, troubled 

'Newcastle had rwo reasons to 
celebrate after England cap- 
lain Alan Shearer returned to 
action in a last gasp 2- 1 victo- 
ry over Bolton at St James’ 
Park. 

Shearer came on as a late 
substitute and set up Temur 
Ketsbaia's winning goal with 
a downward header which the 
Georgian ace blasted into the 
net with just seconds of ihe 
maich left. 

After a depressing week 
which saw the departure of 
fans' favourite Faustino 
Asprilfa to Parma, under-fire 
manager Kenny Dalglish said 
he was delighted to see 
Shearer back in a ction. 

But he insisted that 
Shearer’s foil recovery was 
not complete and that he 
would not be taking any 
riskes with the 15 million 
pound striker. 

John Barnes celebrated a 
personal milestone, his 200th 
League and Cup goal, when 
he fired Newcastle imo a sixth 
minute lead before Welsh 
striker Nathan Blake levelled 
the scores on 75 minutes. 

Coventry manager Gordon 
Strachan labelled referee 
Steve Lodge an "absolute dis- 
grace” following his Side s 


explosive 2-2 draw with 
Arsenal. 

Lodge dismissed Gunners’ 
Patrick Vieira and Sky Blues’ 
Paul Williams in a frantic sec- 
ond half that threatened to gel 
out of control. 

“The referee was a joke, an 
absolute disgrace,” said 
Strachan. “We have been 
working morning noon and 
night to win football matches 
and we’ve got nothing from 
referees. The FA can come 
after me if they want." 

Germany captain Jurgen 
Klinsmann scored his first 
goal since returning to 
Tottenham in the London 
derby against West Ham at 
White Hart Lane. 

It wax enough io cam Spurs 
three dcsperaiely-nceded 
points, but their cause was 
helped when West Ham’s 
French import. Sumassi 
Abou, was sent off three min- 
utes before the break for vio- 
lent conduct. Liverpool man- 
ager Roy Evans refused to 
concede the championship to 
Manchester United after sur- 
rendering two points in a 
goalless draw at Lcuicesier. 

Liverpool arc now eight 
points adrift of the leaders 
United. 

Leeds slumped to a 2-1 
home defeat to Yorkshire 


rivals Sheffield Wednesday 
and they have now won just 
one of their last seven 
Premiership games. 

In the day’s other matches. 
Wimbledon and Derbv bat- 


tled each other to a goalless 
stalemate at Selhurst Park 
while basement club Barnsley 
completed 'a league double 
over fellow stragglers Crystal 
Palace with a 1-0 win. 
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Ramadan 

SALE 

ON EVERYTHING ... 20% and MORE 


champions 

ABDOUN CIRCLE 592-1065 

Open Fridays After Iftar 
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Martina Ertl of Germany in ski action during the women’s World Cup Super-G 
race in Altenmarkt January 18. Ertl won the race in 1:25.90 minutes ahead of 
Heidi Zurbriggen of Switzerland and Melanie Suchet of France (Reuters photo) 


Samaranch gives thumbs-up 
to Moscow Olympic bid 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The President of .the 
International Olympic Committee Juan 
Antonio Samaranch said here on Saturday 
that Moscow has the potential to win the 
right to host the 2012 Olympic games. 

The IOC chief said he was satisfied with 
the sport facilities in Moscow, especially 
the renovated Luzhniki stadium. 

The Spanish Olympic Supremo added he 


has no doubts that the first World Youth 
Games in Moscow next July have all the 
chances to be successful. 

On Sunday Samaranch is scheduled to 
depart for Milan to take pan in the closing 
ceremony of the European figure skating 
championships. 


LOST LENS 

Canon Wide Angle Lens, Model J9ax5.2B3, 
Serial No. 11884, Inventory No. 510778, 
all encased in a silver metal case 
approximately 35 x 22 x 20 cm. 

This Lens is The Property of CBS 

If Found Please Contact 856 176, 
or Nearest Police Station for reward. 



jordan Design & Trade Center announces 

ANNUAL SALE 

a vast selection of products at discounted prices 
lihis sale runs from January 12th - January 31st] 

Jordan Design & Trade Center 

Noor Al Hussein Foundation Tel. 699141/2 Opening hours 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

lOti Wadi Saqrj Street, between King Abdullah Cardens & Safeway, 2nd right aiier gas station] 
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Iraqi defence ministry invites 
people to military training in 
‘new response’ to U.S. threats 


BAGHDAD (AP) — The 
Iraqi defence ministry on 
Sunday urged Iraqis to volun- 
teer for weapons tr aining , a 
first move toward implement- 
ing President Saddam 
Hussein's call for every man 
and woman to be ready to bear 
arms if Iraq is attacked. 

Me Hussein urged mobilis- 
ing the Iraqi people on 
Saturday night in comments to 
leaders of the r uling Baarh 
Party, saying that “the 
Americans are continuing to 
harm our people, which 
requires a new method of 
response.” 

His statement followed his 
threat to refuse to cooperate 
with UN. weapons inspectors 
if they have not completed 
their work — leading to the 
lifting of U.N. sanctions on 
Iraq — within four months. 

Iraqi leaders have expressed 
fear of an attack by the United 
States during the two-and-a- 
half-month dispute with the 
UN. Security Council over 
weapons inspections. 

The crisis heated up last 
week with Iraq's blocking one 
team of inspectors, saying it 
had too many Americans and 
Britons. Iraq accused the 
United States of trying to pro- 
long UN. sanctions on Iraq. 

Me Hussein, in his com- 
ments to Baath Patty leaden; 
shown on state television, told 
the party to organise weapons 
training nationwide, saying the 
programme should be volun- 
tary. 

“The more people that enrol 
under the new programme, the 
better." he said 

On Sunday, the defence min- 
istry urged “those who believe 
in Iraq and its unity to go to the 
nearest branch of the Baath 
Party to join the popular train- 
ing fields, which will take 
place all over the country." 

It said that retired officers 
would ‘have the honour of 
defending the country by train- 
ing the rest of the people." 

The ministry's statement did 
not say for which weapons the 
training would given, but it’s 
expected to be AK-47 assault 
rifles, hand grenades and rock- 
et grenade launchers. 

It was unclear bow the new 
volunteers would differ from 
another volunteer military 
force, foe “fedayeen Saddam," 
or Mr. Hussein’s commandos. 
The size of foe force is not 
known. 

Despite foe Iraqi leader’s 
threat to stop cooperating with 
weapons inspectors. American 


Bahrain receives first visit by 


Iraqi official since Gulf crisis 


MANAMA (AFP) — Bahrain received its first visit by an 
Iraqi official since Baghdad’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait 
Saturday as the standoff between Iraq and foe United Nations 
over weapons inspections continued. 

Iraqi foreign ministry undersecretary, Saad Abdul Majid AI 
Feisal. discussed foe standoff with his Bahraini counterpart 
Ghazi Mohammad Al GhossaibL the Bahrain-based GNA 
news agency reported. 

The Iraqi official “explained his country’s position on the 
implementation of foe UN. resolutions and foe sufferings of 
foe Iraqi people," GNA reported. 

‘ Baghdad accuses Britain and the United Stares of seeking to 
subvert the work of U.N. weapons inspectors to maintain UN. 
sanctions indefinitely despite their impact on the Iraqi people. 

The Bahraini official replied that Iraq should “implement 
UN. resolutions and cooperate" with UN. weapons inspec- 
tors, GNA reported. 

Bahrain is the rear-base for the United Nations Special 
Commission lUNSCOM) charged with dismantling Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction and long-range missiles and is 
currently one of the rotating members of foe UN. Security 
Council. 

The UN’s chief weapons inspector Richard Butler arrived 
here Saturday to prepare for a mission to Baghdad Monday to 
seek a solution to foe crisis over weapons inspections. 

Iraq has diplomatic representation in Manama although the 
Bahraini embassy in Baghdad is closed. Bahrain took part in 
foe 1991 Gulf war coalition against Iraq. 

Two members of Bahrain's appointed Consultative Council 
visited Baghdad Thursday to deliver a consignment of food 
and medicine as a gift from the Bahraini people. 

Bahrain described a simil ar mission the two men undertook 
last year as a private initiative. 


officials reacted not with hints 
of attack but with calm state- 
ments about foe necessity of 
Iraq living up to UN. resolu- 
tions. 

In Washington, U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright said Mr. Hussein is 
“tightening foe noose around 
himself’ by not letting the 
inspection team go forward, 
almost as if saying “OK. you 
caught me.” 

“They must have been close 
to something on whether bio- 
logical or chemical weapons 
were used on prisoners,” Ms. 
Albright told the Associated 
Press. 

State Department Spo- 
kesman James Rul?in added 
that “the only way tfiat sanc- 
tions can be lifted is if Saddam 
Hussein ensures that his gov- 
ernment cooperates with the 
UN. under the terras the UN. 
has set out” 

The arms inspectors have the 
job of certifying that Iraq has 
fulfilled Security Council reso- 
lutions demanding that it elim- 
inate its weapons of mass 
destruction before U.N. sanc- 
tions — including a ban on 
Iraq's export of its oil — will 
be lifted. 


Iraq insists it has met all its 
obligations under the resolu- 
tions, adopted after Iraq's 1 990 
invasion of Kuwait. But die 
weapons inspectors have 
accused Mr. Hussein's govern- 
ment of hiding weapons and 
foe means to manufacture 
chemical and biological 
agents. The dispute over the 
weapons inspections centres 
on so-called sensitive sites 
such as Mr. Hussein’s presi- 
dential palaces, which Iraq 
insists are symbols of Iraqi 
sovereignty that should not be 
entered by the inspectors. 

Last October and November. 
Iraq refused to allow inspec- 
tions by Americans, saying 
they were spies helping plan 
U.S. attacks. The United 
Nations pulled all inspectors 
out of Iraq in response, but 
they returned in three weeks 
following Russian mediation. 

Last week, the confrontation 
was renewed when Iraq barred 
an American-led UN. team 
from working by denying it 
necessary Iraqi escorts. The 
team led by American Scott 
Ritter left Friday in what U.N. 
officials said was a scheduled 
departure, not a surrender to 
Iraqi pressure. 


UAE seeks end to U.S. freeze 


on funds of Libyan-linked bank 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has held fresh talks with the 
United States in a bid to 
unblock nearly $5 million in 
frozen funds of an Emirati- 
based bank partly owned by 
Libya, newspapers reported 
Sunday. 

Officials from the UAE 
finance ministry and foe central 
bank have been trying to per- 
suade Washington to release the 
money, which it froze nearly 
seven years ago as part of sanc- 
tions against Libya. 

UAE Communication 
Minister Ahmed Al Tayer, 
chairman of foe Abu Dhabi- 
based Arab Bank for 
Investment and Foreign Trade 


(ARBlhTl which is 42 per cent 
owned by Libya, would not say 
w’hen foe latest talks took place. 

“Those funds are still frozen 
in the Ignited Stares although 
they belong to a third party," he 
said 

“We have had contacts with 
U.S. officials recently to prove 
those funds arc not Libyan and 
that ARB IFT is a UAE not a 
Libyan institution. We hope we 
will receive a positive response 
to release those funds." 

The UAE. which has held 
several rounds of negotiations 
with Washington on foe matter, 
said recently it would float 
shares to local investors in a bid 
to water down the Libyan stake. 

Mr. Tayer did not say whether 


the bank would push ahead 
with plans to increase its capital 
through public subscription to 
$207 million from $155.3 mil- 
lion. 

He was speaking Saturday 
after ARBIFT. set up in 1976. 
released its balance sheet show- 
ing a net profit of S45.2 million 
in 1997 compared with $43.8 
million in 1996. 

The general assembly 
approved a cash dividend of 
SI 5.5 million to shareholders, 
which include the Algerian 
government The rest was trans- 
ferred to foe general reserves. 

The bank's assets grew to 
around S 1 .46 billion from $ 1 37 
billion, making it one of the 
biggest banks in the emirates. 


Thousands of Christians mark Jesus’ baptism 


JORDAN RIVER (AFP) — 
Thousands of Christian 
Orthodox pilgrims immersed 
themselves in the Jordan 
River Sunday in a ritual cele- 
bration of the baptism of 
Jesus. 

The “Epiphany" ceremony 
including Palestinians and 
foreigners and led by foe 
Jerusalem Greek-Orthodox 
Patriarch Diodonos I was held 
near the West Bank town of 
Jericho in an area controlled 
by the Israeli army and 
opened only three times a 
year. 

The participants included 
mostly Palestinians from the 
West Bank town of 
Bethlehem. Arab Israelis 
from Nazareth and the coastal 
city of Acre and Russian and 
Romanian workers in Israel. 

Israeli and Jordanian sol- 
diers looked on as the 



A Russian Orthodox pilgrim smiles broadly as she gets 
out of the Jordan River at Qasr Al Yahud after celebrating 
the baptism ceremony of Epiphny Sunday alongside 
Russian Orthodox nuns (AP photo) 


Christians dipped in the river 
in the middle of winter to the 
cheers of fellow pilgrims. 
Accordion to Christian tra- 


dition. Jesus was baptised by 
his cousin John at the ford of 
Belhaburra on the Jordan 
River. 


Jordan Times, Monday, January 19, 1998 





BRANSON'S TOY FIT FOR PLAY: Under pressure, engineers test the new Virgin Global Challenger balloon in the 
old CammeJ Laird shipbuilding shed at Birkenhead Saturday. The new envelope passed with flying colours and is 
now headed for Richard Branson's Marrakesh launch site in Morocco. Branson's earlier attempt in the past year 
ended in failure when the balloon escaped during inflation (AFP photo) 


Turkey will crack down on any 


party on footsteps of Welfare 


ANKARA (.AFP) — Turkish 
authorities will close down 
any party seeking to continue 
the mission of the pro-Islamist 
Welfare Party, banned last 
week by the Constitutional 
Court, Turkey's top prosecutor 
has warned. 

“If we understand that any 
party is acting as the continua- 
tion of a dissolved party, we 
will also seek its closure by the 
Constitutional Court” Vural 
Savas said in remarks pub- 
lished Sunday in foe liberal 
Istanbul daily Sabah. 

Mr. Savas’ statement came 
after a senior Welfare official 
announced that the dissolved 
party would regroup under a 
new name, but without its 
banned leader. Necmettin 
Erbakan. 

“We will continue our mis- 
sion under a new name and a 
Dew leader," Lutfo Esengun, a 
close aide to ex-Premier 
Necmettin Erbakan, said 
Saturday. 

But foe prosecutor warned: 
“If Welfare deputies enter that 
new party in masses, if the pro- 
Welfare press supports that 
party and if the banned leader 
[Erbakan] points to that party, 
we will demand that the hieh 


court dissolve that party as 
well." 

The constitutional court on 
Friday banned the Welfare 
Party, the largest in parliament 
for activities it said were aimed 
at undermining Turkey's secu- 
lar regime. Mr. Erbakan and 
two of his top aides were also 
barred from politics for five 
years. 

Under Turkey’s constitution, 
a political party which is effec- 
tively foe same party acting 
under a different name also 
risks being closed down. The 
criteria for such action, how- 


ever, are vague. 

In ,a related development 
Turkish President Suleyman 
Demire] defended the han on 
Wellare. saying “its closure is 
not foe end of foe world." 

‘It is impossible to be happy, 
I wish things had not reached 
this stage. However, nobody 
has foe right or privilege to 
violate foe laws of foe 
Republic of Turkey." Mr. 
Demirel told the private televi- 
sion channel NTV in a late 
Saturday night interview. 

“There are lessons to be 
drawn from this closure. 
Political parties would from 
now on lake into account foe 


fact that foe Constitutional 
Court and the people guard the 
regime Mr. Demirel said. 

After the ban on Welfare, 
147 of its deputies will remain 
in parliament as independents. 

Some aides to Mr. Erbakan 
have already created a new 
political group, the Virtue 
Party, where most of foe 
Welfare deputies in parliament 
could gather. 

‘Tt could be that party or 
another party, but there will 
definitely be a new organisa- 
tion," said Mr. Esengun. a for- 
mer cabinet minister for 
human rights. 

The court decisions on 
Welfare and Mr. Erbakan will 
formally take effect when they 
are published in foe Official 
Gazette, probably this week. 

Mr. Erbakan said late 
Saturday that foe European 
human rights court would con- 
vict Turkey for dissolving 
Welfare on what he called 
non-judicial grounds. 

The United States and 
Britain have criticised 
Welfare’s dissolution, saying 
the move would hurt democra- 
tic pluralism in Turkey. 

Last Friday's ban on Welfare 
was generally seen as a victory 


for Turkey’s powerful pro-sec- 
ular army generals who have 
been campaigning against the 
Islamist movement since last 
February. 

‘Tt might seem paradoxical 
but it is Welfare who is now 
seeking a place for Turkey in 
the Western system by intend- 
ing to defend itself in the 
European human rights court," 
political analyst Cengiz 
Candar said in his column in 
Sabah. 

“Meanwhile, it is the so 
called pro- Western forces — 
that had accused Welfare of 
being anti-Western — who are 
actually disrupting Turkey's 
links with the West” through 
the ban, Mr. Candar said 

The constitutional court 
began a series of hearings last 
May into foe activities of 
Welfare, which was accused 
by Mr. Savas and other state 
prosecutors of being the centre 
of anti-secular activities. 

The charges were concen- 
trated on remarks by Mr. 
Erbakan and his aides calling 
for “jihad", or Islamic holy 
war in Turkey, and Welfare's 
efforts to introduce Islamic 
practices into daily life. 


Israel works 
on bringing in 
2,500 more 
Ethiopian 


immigrants 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
plans to bring in 2300 
Ethiopians in foe next seven 
months on condition that they 
convert back to Judaism, offi- 
cials said Sunday. 

The Ethiopian Falash 
Mora, who are waiting in a 
transit camp in Addis Ababa, 
are former Ethiopian Jews 
who were converted to 
Christianity in foe 19th centu- 
ry by missionaries. 

About 400 Falash Mora 
arrive at Ben Gurion airport 
near Tel Aviv every month, 
although some have been 
waiting seven months in 
Addis Ababa. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
ordered the treasury over foe 
weekend to transfer $11.5 
million for their reception, 
including temporary housing. 

But the official said this fig- 
ure was expected to triple 
according to immigrant 
absorption ministry esti- 
mates. 

The government decided 
last summer to facilitate their 
immigration on the basis of 
family reunification follow- 
ing a debate over their 
Jewishness. About 60.000 
Ethiopian Jews now live in 
Israel. 

Ethiopian Jews face . an 
enormous cultural gap here 
and have found integration 
into society difficult, suffer- 
ing from higher levels of 
unemployment and discrimi- 
nation. 


Israel applauds U.S. museum 
decision to snub Arafat 


TEL AVIV I.AFP) — Israeli 
cabinet secretary. Danny 
Naveh. welcomed Sunday a 
decision by foe Washington 
Holocaust museum not to 
receive as a VIP Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat in a 
proposed visit this week. 

But many Israeli officials 
lambasted foe decision, saying 
a visit would have helped the 
reconciliation process between 
foe Israeli and Palestinian peo- 
ples. 

Mr. Naveh said blatant anti- 
Semitism in Mr. Arafat’s 
Palestinian National Authority 
could not be overlooked. 

“Is it imaginable that 
Chairman Arafat would make 
an official visit in a Holocaust 
museum when only last week 
his justice minister compared 
the Israeli prime minister to 
Hitler." Mr. Naveh told 


reporters. 

“Every day there are anti- 
Semitic comments by his offi- 
cials. Any request to visit foe 
museum is cynical and ignores 
foe fact that Arafat must stop 
foe anti-Semitic trend if foe 
Holocaust Ls reaJIv close to his 


bean." 

The museum's chairman of 
the board. Miles Lcrman. 
rejected U.S. government 
requests that Mr. Arafat be wel- 
comed as a VIP during his visit 
to Washington for talks with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton this 
week. 

“Yasser Arafat can come to 
foe Holocaust museum as a 
private person, but we cannot 
host him as though he were foe 
head of a state, as such a visit 
would have significance." Mr. 
Lerman. a Holocaust survivor, 
told Yediot Ahronot newspa- 
per. 

Museum directors accused 
Mr. Arafat of Dying to use the 
visit, proposed by officials in 
the U.S. Stale Department, for 
“political goals” to tty to win 
American support in foe peace 
process with Israel stalled for 
10 months. 

Mr. Clinton is due to meet 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Tuesday and Mr. Arafat on 
Thursday as pan of intense 
U.S. efforts to revive peace 
talks. 


The Israeli Simon 
Wiesenfoal Centre said Mr. 
Arafat's proposed visit “does 
not reflect a genuine desire on 
his part- but is most likely a 
ploy to gain support in Western 
public opinion.” 

Bui foe Vad \fashem 
Holocaust Museum and foe 
Kibbutz movement criticised 
foe Washington museum’s 
decision. 

"There’s no reason why we 
wouldn’t receive Arafat here,” 
Yad Vashem official Yehuda 
Bower told Israel Radio. 

Kibbutz movement head 
Absalom Veilin labelled the 
Washington museum’s direc- 
tors “Jewish extremists” and 
said he had invited Mr. Arafat 
to visit two of the movement's 
Holocaust memorial centres. 

"This visit would be part of 
the reconciliation process 
between foe Palestinian and 
Israeli peoples." Mr. Vfeilin told 
AFP “Every top German offi- 
cial is invited to the museum 
and there is no reason why 
Arafat, with all his record, 
shouldn't also be invited.” 


Syria would welcome unconditional 


Israeli retreat from Lebanon Sharaa 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syria 
said Sunday it would applaud an 
unconditional Israeli retreat from 
south Lebanon but insisted that 
any Israeli peace accord with 
Lebanon must be accompanied 
by a settlement with Syria. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa said in 
remarks published Sunday that 


Israel should "leave Lebanon 
without conditions, conforming 
with U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 425. 

"Wc Syrians would be very 
happy with this. The Lebanese 
people too.” he told the Syrian 
parliament. 

Syria is foe dominant influ- 
ence in ncight* luring Lebanon. 


where about 35,000 Syrian 
troops arc stationed in two-think 
of the country. 

“Hizbdlah would be the hap- 
piest of all because its resistance 
would have pushed the Israelis 
out of south Lebanon without 
negotiations or security arrange- 
ments’* for foe Jewish state. Mr. 
Sharaa said. 



Janet Jackson 
thanks firemen by 
providing masseurs 


First Tamagotchi 
‘cemetery’ opened 


Winslet credits 
co-star DiCaprio for 
success in ‘Titanic’ 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Most of the odds-makers in 
Las Vegas say they expect 
Kate Winslet to get another 
Oscar nomination for her 
role in “Titanic," but she 
modestly credits her co- 
star Leonardo Di Caprio 
for her success. “It's his 
character that makes the 
movie," Winslet says. 
“Jack is the first person, foe 
first man certainly who has 
shown interest in [my char- 
acter's] desires and her 
dreams. They share so 
many of the same passions 
of life, which he’s already 
attained and to which she's 
aspiring.” 


Postcard takes 22 
years to be delivered 


TOURLAVILLE (AFP) — 
When Daniel Lepoittevin 
left his home 22 years ago 
to do his military service, 
he sent his parents a post- 
card from Paris. On 
Wednesday the card, in 
near-perfect condition, 
finally arrived at their 
home in Tourlaville in 
northern France. “I could- 
n’t understand it when 1 
saw this postcard pushed 
under the door.” his mother 
Christiane, now 67. told 
AFP. “The postman always 
comes later and leaves the 
mail in the post-box. And I 
didn't know what my son 
could be doing down 
there." she added. It was 
only when she telephoned 
Daniel, now 40, that she 
realised the card was dated 
Dec.- 4, 1975. 
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LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Singer Janet Jackson 
thanked the L.A. County 
firefighters for saving her 
Malibu estate from devas- 
tating fires by sending her 
own special present: two 
women to give them deep, 
relaxing massages. Now. 
the idea has become an 
annual event from Janet to 
the fire station nearest her 
home. “It’s a goodwill ges- 
ture. that's all,” said 
Jackson. One fire-fighter 
spokesman said, “It could- 
n't have made them any 
happier, and with al] the 
accolades and congratula- 
tions we got from every- 
one. that was one of foe 
best!" 
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BUDAPEST (AFP) — A 
first “cemetery” for 
Tamagotchi, the Japanese 
electronic pets, opened at 
Dunaszekcsoe in southern 
Hungary, the national tele- 
vision reported. A good 
dozen “dead” Tamagotchi 
were buried in a wall 
installed specially for the 
purpose by a private busi- 
nessman. The cheapest 
“funeral” for a Tamagotchi 
costs 500 forints ($2.5) but 
some people were prepared 
to pay several thousand 
forints, the report said. 
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Sheridan film to 
launch Beriinale 


BERLIN ( AFP) —The Jim 
Sheridan-directed 
The Boxer,” starring 
Daniel Day-Lewis, will 
launch this year’s Berlin 
Film festival next month, 
festival officials said, ft 
will be a welcome renirn 
for Sheridan ro the festival 
where his “In the Name of 
the Father" won foe Golden 
Bear in 1994. The 48th edi- 
tion of the Beriinale opens 
on Feb. II. In “The Boxer" 
Day-Lewis plays an Irish 
Republican Army member 
who turns to boxing after 
finishing prison, but > s 
soon caught up in the divi- 
sions of a movement trying 
break British rule over 
Northern Ireland, 


